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OUR WESTERN ANNIVERSARIES. 


So much of our space is necessarily given up to the reports 
and official details of our annual meetings that little is 
left in this issue for commenting upon the spirit of the 
meetings just closed, and those who are not practically rela- 
ted to the details of our Western work will turn from this 
double number of Unity to the pages of our enterprising 
associate, the Christian Register, for a more graphic and 
veneral account of the atmosphere of the meeting than we 
can give ourselves. The papers, all of them good, will 
eventually appear in these columns, so we refrain from com- 
menting upon them. The attendance, though seeming small 
to Kastern eyes, was really large for a Western Conference, 
165 delegates being present, representing some fifty differ- 
ent localities, and the wide stretch of territory the Confer- 
ence covers. The movement of the,Conference was rapid 
and intense, the spirit excellent, and ‘the hospitality of Chi- 
cago adequate. The noon-day lunches in each case left 
more than twelve baskets full of fragments each, so that the 


Chicago, June 1, 1884. 


| Orthodoxy is the old Unitarianism and that his position is 
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with the ( Thicago Sane aid. at beni are a great obsta- 
cle to Conference life. The presence of Edward Everett 
Hale, Prof. J. H. Allen, Mrs. Barrows, and Miss Bailey 
from the Kast, added freshness, life, and geographical com- 
pleteness to all our meetings. The two afternoon programmes 
were especially strong and satisfactory. Messrs. Salter, 
Allen and Sunderland presented a trio of papers that we 
predict will become memorial in the annals of the Western — 
Conference for their strength, their earnestness, and their — 
being almost within the limits of the time offered. The 


Thursday afternoon discussion of the new Orthodoxy elie- 
ited much interest. 


Dr. Thomas was heartily greeted to 
the platform of the Conference, and by a somewhat meta- — 
physical process proved beyond a doubt that the New 


essentially the Unitarian position of to-day. His definition 
of God was of the most radical, and the deity of Jesus was 
that divinity of excellence and power that the most human- 
itarian of our Unitarians are ever ready to concede to him. 
With the exception of an implied hypothesis of a 
birth, and apparently a special liking for the good old words 
Atonement and Salvation—which, by the way, he used only + 
for the purpose of reclaiming them, and of a certain dis- 
trust of young men and new schools of thought, there ~ 
was only the Doctor's fame and his own word for it to prove — 
that he belonged to the New Orthodoxy rather than to the © 
Western Unitarian Conference. Of the business transacted 
it is not time to speak. The retirement of the Secretaries 
of both Conferences was necessarily somewhat depressing 
and embarrassing to the maturing of future plans. The — 
Directors of the Western Conference will doubtless be able 


Sunderland has been heartily invited to take a serious step, — 
which of course necessitates mature deliberation before ~ 
deciding. The Women’s Conference seems to halt over the — 
advisability of continuing the services of a paid Secretary. 
We have no doubt the logic of events will soon demonstrate 
to them the impossibility of taking a backward step. The 
greater the amount of volunteer service of this kind, the 
greater the need of a systematic head and a central bureau. 

In conclusion, we are compelled to confess that one more 
attempt to keep essayists and speakers to prescribed limits, 


failed. There were no flagrant sins in this —a bat 3 . 
with scarcely an exception the law was broken. Mr. ¥ 
mer, who presided at the platform meeting, was the o 


Suppers were provided also to many, who had to contend 


chairman who had nerve enough to calltime. Mr. he nly S 
presiding was ideal. He kept the Conference closely to 


soon to announce definitely the new arrangements. Mr. 


and to teach our presiding officers to enforce the time rule, : 
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business and displayed that self-denial as admirable as it 
is rare in those who preside over such assemblies in main- 
taining a dignified silence in the chair. As a whole we do 
not hesitate to say that these anniversary meetings were 
worthy their predecessors, in proof of which we refer our 
readers to the pages of this the Seventh Annual Confer- 
ence Number of UNiry. 


a ee 


We go to press with the editor in Boston. Please remem- 
ber this fact in taking note of short-comings in the present 
issue. 


The crowded state of our columns in this the Conference 
number compels us to postpone the publication of two or 
three letters of importance, among them a reply from Rev. 
J. L. Douthit to our comments in the last UNrity on the 
“ extra” of Our Best Words. 


This number of Unity will come into the hands of many 
who have not hitherto shown themselves interested in our 
work. We would call the attention of these friends to the 
peregrap on Unity in the report of the Committee on 

bl 


ication, to be found on pages 139-141. 


The pamphlet upon the installation of the Rev. George 
A. Gordon as minister of the Old South Church, just pub- 
lished by Cupples, Upham & Co., Boston, interests us in 
several ways. In the first place it is an accurate record of 
an important church council. The committee of arrange- 
ments seem to have had the historical sense and to have 
been duly impressed with the belief that they were making 
history as well as writing it. Then there is an evident satis- 
- faction with their chosen minister on the part of the church, 
or at least that portion of it which this pamphlet represents. 
This is, perhaps, nothing very unusual when a minister is 
newly called, but it is noteworthy in this instance because of 
Mr. Gordon’s peculiar theological position. This position 


E _ the church seems to have been aware of, and steps were 


taken to prevent any failure in the matter of securing him 
for their minister. The letter missive to the churches invi- 
ted, carefully limits the business of the council to listening 
to the correspondence and to such statement of his religious 
belief as the pastor elect might choose to make “ prelimi- 
nary to the usual public services in the evening.” The 
question whether the. pastor elect would be installed or not 
was not to come before the council at all. That had been 
already settled. 


This independence upon the part of this church is noth- 
ing new in Congregational usage, but is rather a return to 
the most ancient custom in the churches of this country, 
as is well shown here by contrasting two letters, one received 
1808, the other in 1883. “A comparison of the two will 
show how the fellowship of the churches has been perverted 
_ into an usurpation,” to which the Old South did not pro- 

pose to submit. The council called -was therefore simply for 
fellowship—it had not even advisory functions. Neverthe- 
less all delegates after they had listened to Mr. Gordon’s 
statements were asked if they desired to put any questions 
to him. Several availing themselves of this privilege the 


_ €foss-examination was as close and keen as though the can- 


_  didate’s installation had depended upon it. All this makes 
| very interesting reading for ministers and all interested in 


what is called the new orthodoxy, for Mr. Gordon is intel- 
lectually an able man and he answered with a keenness and 
wisdom that distanced all his questioners completely. 


As a result of the whole matter we have one more church 
and minister occupying the ground of greatest advantage 
to themselves, and, apparently, to the community and the 
country also, namely, a widely advertised reputation for 
heresy combined with most positive claims of entire sound- 
ness of faith and the most invulnerable orthodoxy. If Mr. 
Gordon's ability in holding this position proves to be as 
great as that he has~shown in gaining it, he has a great 
career before him. That the conditions of a great career 
in the ministry should be what they are is a sign of the 
times upon which we forbear to speak further at present. 


The General Methodist Conference recently voted down 
a proposition to license women as preachers, the objection 
being raised that Paul commanded women to keep silence in 
the churches. The Current says that the argument is “a 
weak one, for Paul doubtless referred to the habit of whis- 
pering and chattering to which Oriental women were 
addicted when in church, disturbing the service.” What is 
becoming of all the proof-texts! 


The Advance states that the custom of formally install- 
ing a minister who takes charge of a church, has been grad- 
ually falling into disuse among the Congregationalists, until, 
now, there are almost as many “acting pastors’ as ministers 


regularly installed in that body. 


The Christian Leader asks its ministerial readers to give 
‘the impressive accent’’ to the announcements for anniver- 
sary week. Impressive accent is good, and if the Unitari- 
an ministers of Chicago had thought to use it in their an- 
nouncements of the Western Conference meetings, it would 
have been well. It is a custom among Unitarians to attend 
all meetings but their own, and in their conferences to pre- 
sent better papers to smaller audiences than can be found 
in any other religious body. 


The third annual session of the Women’s Western Unita- 
rian Conference was marked by the usual active and earnest 
spirit. The essay by Mrs. Hailman on “ Moral and Religious 
Instruction of the Young” and the discussion which followed 
were particularly fruitful in good things said and stored up 
in memory. This is a subject dear above all others to the 
mother’s heart, and one filled with many doubts and perplex- 
ities to the liberal-minded woman, who must reconcile con- 
science and reason in the difficult but inspiring task of train- 
ing the child’s mind in the reverent and fearless search for 
truth. Mrs. Cole spoke a glowing word for missionary work, 
an ever present theme of thought and discussion in these 
meetings. The essay of Miss Ida C. Hultin on Unfinished 
Work was listened to with marked attention, and evinced the 
ripening powers of the speaker, together with her undoubted 
fitness for the work she has chosen. The presence of Mrs. 
Barrows of Boston, and her friend Miss Bailey, Secretary 
of the Country Week Association, with Miss Safford, the 
reverend leader of a sacred cause in Humboldt, added to 
the delight and profit of the occasion. The resignation of 


Miss Roberts, the “head and heart” of the best work done 
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by the association, relieves a faithful but tired officer from 
her old duties, but does not deprive us the continued counsel 
and assistance of one of our earliest and most devoted mem- 
bers. Cc. P. W. 


we Oe 


The Peacemaker traces the doctrine of the “survival of 
the fittest’? back of Herbert Spencer, and discovers in it 
‘one of the earliest ideas of the ancient pagans,’ apparently 
finding all the more to condemn in it on that account. It 
declares this theory to be “a rude relic of barbaric days,” 
resting upori a principle which sustains only “the justice of 
might over right.” The opponents of a doctrine so simple 
and reasonable as that which decrees a favorable chance to 
life and happiness of the efficient and deserving, above the 
incompetent and unworthy,—and this is all that is taught 
in the doctrine of the survival of the fittest—should reflect 
what kind of a state of things, and how much better and 
more just, would that be in which the unfittest survived. 
And between the survival of one or the other there is no 
choice. 


‘Those who have raised themselves to influence by per- 
sonal qualities are rarely the persons to remember that the 
mass of mankind have merely average qualities,’ says Mr. 
Higginson iu an article on “ Exceptional People and Aver- 
are Pe ople.” If this statement is true, and we are afraid that 
it is, it contains a poor reflection upon human gratitude and 
nobility of soul. The truly great possess a sympathy as wide 
and catholic as the understanding, and delight always to em- 
ploy those superior advantages afforded them by nature and 
circumstance in aid of those less favored. All the greater is 
the reproach when one who has through native talent or force 
of character attained an honorable position in life, forgets 
the greater needs of those not so highly endowed, and “be- 
comes indifferent to those great public questions and move- 
ments which tend to promote a fair share of opportunity, 
and the equal advancement of the race. 


The programme of the late Conference was criticised in 
advance by one of its official members as presenting very 
few topics of general interest; and as compared with the 
Conference of last year the exercises were perhaps found 

wanting, in some degree, in that element of pure intellect- 
uality which marks a gathering of this kind. The fault, 
however, was a good one in so far as it indicated a growing 
tendency on the part of Western Unitarians to bestow more 
attention upon the working problems of our liberal faith, 
instead of spending it all upon the great thought-questions 
connected therewith. And the programme, if not quite so 
attractive to the average listener in the pews, was a good 
working programme, and the exercises of the different ses- 
sions garried with them results of a helpful and cheering 
nature to all those engaged in the practical duties of church 
work. On the other hand, one such clear, finished produc- 
tion as was supplied in Prof. Allen’s paper on the Relation 
of the Church to Education is enough to relieve the Con- 
ference from any reproach either of dullness or dryness. 
The discussion of the three-fold topic—the Relation of the 
Church to Poverty, Education and Religion—which Mr. 
Salter and Mr, Sunderland led, together with Prof. Allen 
was not in every respect a success, owing to the variety of 
themes pressing too rapidly upon the hearer’s attention, and 
the impossibility of doing the barest justice to any one of 
them within the alloted time. The difference of opinion, 


naturally resulting from that breadth of fellowship on 
which the Conference is based, was manifest in the views 
set forth in turn by Mr. Hosmer in the opening sermon 
and Mr. Sunderland in the discussion just referred to, the 
former holding to the view that the religious character and 
service of the church were in no way injured by association 
upon the broadest possible ethical basis that which might, 
if need were, include a membership both of believers and 
doubters on the great disputed points of religious belief, 
while the latter made an earnest statement of the opinion 
that the essential nature and mission of the church could 
be preserved only in a rather rigorous exclusion of the pro- 
fessed skeptics among the teachers of religious truth. 

Mr. Salter’s essay on Poverty was earnest and eloquent, 
but a little marred in its best effect by a tendency to over- 


— 


statement. If longer time had been allowed the essayist 
the order of his purpose might have been not abated but 
better balanced, by that philosophic clearness and coolness 
of judgment which the discussion of social problems so 
greatly requires, and which the leader of the Ethical Society 
is so well able to bestow. We thought, too, but here we 
fear to do our friend injustice, that we detected what Mr. 
Spencer might call the anti-theological bias, in the speaker's 
ex planation, offered in the form of a protest, against that 
assumption on his part, implied in the wording of his topic, 
to stand for the church. Though the offices of religion 
and ethics are logically distinct one from the other, yet they 
have but one common cause, the happiness and elevation of 
the race, and we wish the friends of both sides would be 
less careful to maintain the differences, which are so slight. 

The Wednesday evening exercises, under the auspices of 
the Sunday School Society, were a unique feature in the 
Conference. The occasion was one of happy triumph to 
the faithful compiler of the Festival Services. The bright, 
frank essay of Miss Beals was a no less attractive feature 
of the evening’s programme than the music itself. 

The great intellectual treat of the Conference was sup- 
posed to lie in the discussion of the last day’s topic, “The 
New Orthodoxy,” led by Mr. Simmons in a forty minutes’ 
paper, who was followed by Dr. Thomas in a half hour ad- 
dress. The discussion strengthened the conviction in the 
niinds of many that the pastor of the People’s Church is 
not the best exponent of the “new orthodoxy.” As Mr. 
Judy said, the views presented by Dr. Thomas on this ocea- 
sion better reflected the older Unitarian thought than the 
new orthodox. With his humanitarian spirit and rational 
tendencies of thought, Dr. Thomas finds it difficult to reeon- 
cile the old conceptions of things with the new order. His 
favorite theory that truth is to be found in the great middle- 
ground of belief, between the narrow dogmatic theology of 
the past and the free-thought radicalism of the day, is falla- 
cious in the distrust it reveals towaffls the advancing spirit 
of the times—these very principles of reason and intellect- 


ual liberty which have helped him thus far on his way. 


Mr. Simmons’ paper was so good that its brightness was 
in danger of obscuring its real earnestness and wisdom. 

Not much is to be said about the business of the Confer- 
ence, especially as it is out of place, in the pages of Unrry, 
to dwell upon the event of chief significance, the resignation 
of the Secretary. The only thought which makes this loss 
at all reconcilable to the friends of the Conference is that 
which sees in it the promise of incalculable gain of spiricual - 
energy and power to Mr. Jones, and a consequent increased 


- to that cause which he holds of nearest concern. 
Cc. P. W. 
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From the note-book of the Secretary of the Sunday 
School Society we extract the following echoes of the stim- 
ulating papers and discussions of its meetings, which for 
years have been among the most attractive of our Western 
Unitarian anniversaries. At the evening service of the 
Sunday School Society’s annual meeting, Rev. J. H. Allen, | 
of Illinois, said he had used Unity Services and Songs 
for two years, and had found nothing equal to them in 
variety, melody and spirit. He considered them in a marked 
way free from literal, hard, wooden conventionalisms, and 
appealing clearly to reverent emotion, feeding and bringing 
out the spirit of the one using them. He spoke of the | 
value of a service as a means of direct communion between | 
minister and scholar, dwelt upon several valuable points, 
recognized the criticisms which have been made, yet said he | 
would wish but little altered. 

The paper read by Miss 8S. B. Beals is to be printed in a 
succeeding number of Unity. It treated entirely of the’ 
special services contained in the newly published Unity 
Festivals, bringing out their valuable. points, criticising the | 
difficult ones, and dwelling upon the unity of purpose which 
pervaded them all. Singing by Mr. Blake's Sunday Schoo! | 
children and the choir was introduced in several places dur- 
ing the reading, illustrative of the music under discussion. 

At the Friday morning session Col. F. W. Parker opened 
the discussion on a teacher's work in the Sunday School. He 
said that the highest responsibility of the teacher was that 
of preparing for the future. There is something radically 
wrong in that teaching which does not enable the child to 
think and apply for itself. There can no longer be separa- 
tion between intellectual and moral growth, and the common 
schools cannot say “we will teach the intellect only, leaving 
the morals for the Sunday School.” Both are for the devel- 
opment of character. He made a strong protest against 
the giving of prizes, and spoke of the beauty and value of 
the Froebel system of teaching used in Kindergartens. 

Mr. Reifenburg considered the Sunday School the life of 
the church, and if either must be discontinued, it could 
better be the church than the school. He believed the 
minister should hold close relations with the school, and 
that he, rather than a layman, was generally more compe- 
tent to superintend its best interests. He has been work- 
ing in one school for some twenty-five years with marked 
success, and asserts that it is as natural for children to be 
Unitarians as it is for them to breathe. 

Mr. Snyder, in surveying the parents’ responsibilities in 
this matter said they did not rank this part of a child’s edu- 


) 


~ ‘« cation high enough, ‘and the children naturally catch the 


feeling of the parents. Other lessons, music, dancing, ete 
are attended to regularly, but there is no time for that of 
the Sunday School. No household difficulties should be 
allowed to interfere with this regular attendance, and if the 
parents would come themselves it would be the best cure 
for the older ones leaving. If they cannot be teachers let 
them be scholars. 


— - ee ~ 
—— —_ 


Missionary work heretofore has been almost exclusively 
identified with certain evangelistic labors in the interest of 
a church doctrine or future salvation. Has not the time 
come when at least the Unitarian Church might do some- 

in the way of systematic missionary work in the in- 
terest of thought and culture? A friend at the Conference 
that great work might be done for broad ideas 
and high ideals by the sending of Prof. Joseph H. Allen 


lence during the season not yet closed. 
now he has been a missionary of thought and progressive 


around among our Western parishes, spending a fortuight 
or so ata place, addressing the young people, giving courses 
of lectures to the Unity ‘Clubs and demonstrating to the 
older ones the possibility of combining religious earnest- 
ness and humanitarian zeal with profound knowledge and 
fearless critical study. Indeed persuading them that. the 


former things are to spring out of the latter alone in the 


near future. This suggestion does not seem to us at all an 
impracticable one, in the light of Edwin D. Mead’s exper- 
For seven months 


the “ American 
have been heard 


culture, and his courses of lectures on 
Poets,” “The Puritans” and “ Emerson”’ 


ina dozen or so of the churches of the Western Conference. 


He has spoken almost exclusively in Unitarian churches, 
not because he has had any sectarian word to promulgate, 
nor yet because the cultivated people of other denomina- 
tions teok no interest in his work, but because the Unita- 


yo rian churches of the West are providentially in the line of 


such a work. Their parlors, lecture-rooms and platforms 
are erected for just this kind of work. Why should they 
not be used? Mr. Mead’s last course was three lectures on 
Emerson, in our church at Rochester, May 5th-7th. Next 


year may we have more missionaries in our field of the 


Messrs. Allen, Mead and Mills school. 


The well-worn question, “Is life worth living?” has 
recently been’ made the subject of several discourses by New 
York clergymen. The question is sufficiently vital to be 
always interesting, even though it be neither decorated with 
the flowers of rhectoric nor covered with the -specious var- 
nish of pulpit oratory. It is worth living to those who, with 
sweet patience and consecrating tenderness, endeavor to 
work out their earnest purposes, and to adjust their char- 
acter and conduct to lofty ideals. To such, as to Emerson, 
‘The world is all gates, all opportunities, strings of tension 

waiting to be struck.” 

‘The string o'erstretched breaks, and the music flies, 
The string o’erslack is dumb, and music dies.”’ 

To such as desire it is given the charitable heart, the del- 
icate, rapid intuition. and the clear, calm judgment which 
will enable them to keep the strings neither o’erstretched 
nor o’erslack. To such as have the fortitude to bear, the 
serenity to enjoy, and the faith to look beyond, death is the © 
sublime prolongation of life, not its dreary finish; it closes 
on the twilight, it opens in the dawn. 


Knowledge must precede thought, and that time is well 
spent which is employed in learning where and how readily 
to find, wisely to appropriate, and effectually to use, as .ac- 
casion may require, the accumulated, duly sifted ‘and or- 
ganized learning of the ages. But there comes a time when 
we need deliberate meditation ; when we realize that knowl- 
edge without thought is only splendid ignorance, and that 
the time spent in thinking is the soul’s breathing-time ; that 
one of the nearest approaches to death is to be without 
meditation upon subjects from which we can draw food 
for the soul. Dante’s favorite motto was, “Think that to- 
day will never dawn again!’’ and he defined the lost to be 
those who could no longer think. To him who has a body 
strong and active, a mind ready and receptive, a heart warm 
and happy, and a “soul alert with noble discontent,” all 
Isles are Fortunate and Blessed, all Capes are of Good 


Hope. 
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Contributed and Selected. 


THE RIGHT GOES MARCHING ON. 


One moment on the scaffold, and he left it Holy Ground! 

Three hundred thousand heroes now lie guarding it around, 

But reverent hearts are pilgrim still to many a sacred mound, 
: And the Right goes marching on ! 


(iod had counted up the slave-graves, and heard the black 
man's moan, 
Till at last a leaping thunder shook the awful Judgment- 
Throne,— 
‘ Foreach lash a cannoo-crash ! For each ery a battle-groan !”’ 
And the Right goes marching on. 


The Hands wherein the sparrow falls, that beckon to the star, 
Are Hands that harness unseen Dooms to Wrong’s tri- 
umphal car, 
And his steeds untiring draw the nations trembling to the 
Bar,— 
And the Right goes marching on! 


Then, if perchance a nation’s Soul from out her shame 
shall rise 
And light of Justice kindle fresh within her chastened eyes, 
The God, who dooms, shall save her by the pain that puri- 
fies, — 
And the Right goes marching on! 


Lo, the flowers are breaking forth, and the grasses are 
a-wave, 
Where the bodies of our hero dead are sleeping in the grave: 
So shall blessing crown the woe, for his Hands are strong to 
save,— 
And the Right goes marching on! 
—W. C. Gannett in “ Unity Festivals.” 


OUR COUNTRY. 


-A HYMN TO THE TUNE OF “ Wess.”’ 


() beautiful! our country! 
Be thine a nobler care 
Than all thy wealth of commerce, 
Thy harvests waving fair ; 
Be it thy pride to lift up 
The wanhood of the poor; 
Be thou to all the oppresséd 
Fair Freedom's open door. 


For thee our Fathers suffered, 
For thee they toiled and prayed ; 
Upon thy holy altar 
Their willing lives they laid. 
Thou hast no common birth-right, 
(Girand memories on thee shine; 
The blood of pilgrim nations 
Commingled flows in thine. 


Q beautiful! our country! 
Round thee in love we draw; 

Thine is the grace of Freedom, 
The majesty of Law! 


‘ 


ee 


Be righteousness thy scepter, 
Justice thy diadem ; 

And on thy shining forehead 
Be Peace the crowing gem. 


—F. L. Hosmer in “ Unity Festivals.” 


RESPONSE. 


—— 


Glorious wind, 

To me 

Thou art a sea, 

And thy surges break or roll 
(’er the low shore of my soul 
Till it trembles to One Whole 
V ast Harmony. 


Teach a shell 
What brings 
The song it sings; 
Only thus can be shown 
How the larger life is known 
‘To the lesser, and we own 
Giod’s whisperings. 
MINNIE STEBBINS SAVAGE. 


IN JESUS’ HOME. 


We must talk in “ probablies,” but in strong ones; for 
two facts enable us to know really a good deal of what went 
on in that little quiet home away back of the eighteen cen- 
turies. One is, that the Bible is a sort of picture=book of 
the old scenes and ways,—as you will see, if you look out 
the references below. The other is, that in those Eastern 
lands, unlike our Western world, habits hardly change from 
one age to another; travellers in Palestine tell us they can 
scarcely lift their eyes without lighting upon something 
which illustrates the Bible words. So, between the Book 
and the Land, our “ probablies ” are strong. 

I. THE HOUSE. 

Had we met the little boy in one of the narrow streets 
of Nazareth and asked him if he knew where Joseph, the 
carpenter, lived, where would he have led us? Upa — 
stony pathway—the village lies on a hill-slope—to a ; 
low, one-story house, gleaming white against the green of 
fig and olive trees. 
stone, like that which juts out at the bare cliff yonder 
(Luke iv. 29.) Grape-vines climb over them and twine 
along the edge of the flat roof. (Mic. iv. 4.) 

Inside is a single room. Its floor is of hard earth; — 
three sides are laid strips of black goat’s-hair matting wi 
one or two woolen rugs on it; and a few cushions lean here 
and there against the walls. Along the wall runs a shelf or — 
ledge, on which are ranged some bowls and lamps and oil- 
vessels (Matt. xxv. 4; 1 Kgs. xvii. 12), of earthenware, 
and all very clean (Mark vii. 4),—and some neatly folded 
bundles. Those bundles are the quilts and coverlets, which 
at night are unrolled and spread out on the floor for beds. 
(Matt. ix. 2,6.) For this is the family bed-room. (Luke 
xi. 7.) 

Little furniture and a good many jars—is your first im- 
pression, as you glance around. That biggest jar or pot of 
funnel-shape, large at the bottom, is the kitchen-oven. It 
is of earthenware, like all the others ; the little hole below 
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is for the draught,—through the big hole at the top they 
put the fuel, and sometimes the bread, in. The fuel is 
usually dry sticks and grass (Matt. vi. 30,) and the smoke 
finds its way out at the door or through a hole in the roof. 
But much of the cooking is done out of doors on those 
blackened stones against the house-wall. 

You see no chairs or tables in the room. The rugs an- 
swer for easy-chairs and sofas. . All that looks like furni- 
ture is the large painted chest and one low stool. The chest 
holds the clothes and valuables. The stool acts as legs for | 
the dining-table; for at meal-times the large round tray 
there on the shelf—is it bronze, or only wicker ?—is placed 
on it, the dish and bowls on that, and the people sit around 
it on the floor. Those large jars in the farther corner are 
Mary’s cupboard, in which she keeps her wheat and barley 
flour (John vi. 9), her curds, her salt ( Matt. v. 13), figs, rais- | 
ins and pickled olives, and her olive oil and honey. That is 
wine in the queerly shaped goat-skin bottle hanging yonder. 
(Matt. ix. 17.) She has no butter or sugar, though the 
children perhaps suck a bit of the wild sugar-cane ; the oil and 
the honey take their place. No coffee or tea either; some- 
times they drink country wine, but usually sour milk or 
simple water. ‘Those other large jars are the water-pails 
(John ii. 6); and there, standing in the cool draught by 
the door, is the water-pitcher,—that bright jug, its mouth 
stopped with a bunch of fragrant leaves. (1 Sam. xxvi. 11.) 

his one room, then, is entry, bed-room, sitting-room, 
nursery, dining-room and kitchen. In rainy weather it is 
Joseph’s workshop, too; on the shelf you see some of his 
tools; but in pleasant weather he works outside. The room 
is dim, for it is only lighted by the door and one small slat- 
ted window without glass; so dim that, if Mary should drop 
one of her silver pennies, she may have to light a candle to 
find it. (Luke xv. 8.) But then in this warm climate the 
people live out of doors so much that dark rooms are no 
great trouble. 

At the threshold you may see a row of sandals. Why 
there? Because where everyone sits on the mats or divans, 
with his feet tucked under him, shoes, instead of hats, are 
taken off at the door. (Luke vii. 38; John xiii. 5.) On 
the outside of the door hangs a ring serving for both han- 
dle and knocker. (Luke xi. 5-10.) Fastened to the door- 
post you notice a little case. It contains a parchment on 
which certain Scripture verses are written to remind the in- 
mates that they belong to Jehovah’s “chosen people,’ and 
to bring his blessing on the house. The verses are Deut. 
vi. 4-9; xi. 13-21. 

A staircase outside the house leads to the flat house top, 
which serves as a second story. This roof is made of a 
thick bed of earth, resting on a mat of twigs, and this on 
the ceiling-joists; and after rains it has to be rolled hard 
again to stop leaks. Part of it can easily be broken through 
and replaced, if one wants to let things down. (Mark ii. 
1-4.) The low wall all around it, on which the doves sit 
cooing, keeps the children from falling off. See where the 
sparrows have built their nests in the eaves (Matt. x. 29) ; 
and where tufts of grass have sprung up and withered in 
the sun. (Ps. cxxix. 6-8.) Here.is where Mary suns her 
wheat before going to the mill, and dries her flax and figs 
and ¥aisins, and the clothes. Sometimes it is the most 
retired part of the house, where one would go to be alone 
- (Acts x. 9); but all summer long the family dine and sleep 
_ uphere. If you go a little higher up the hill and watch 
- these house-tops about five o’clock in the morning, you will 
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cities where the houses are near each other, one can some- 
times travel all the way down street along the “road of the 
roofs."" (Matt. xxiv. 17; x. 27.) 

Ww. 


C. G. 
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NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF JENKIN LLOYD 


JONES, SECRETARY OF THE WESTERN 
UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. 


Friends, it becomes my duty for the ninth time to lay 
before you the annual exhibit of the condition and prospects 
of Unitarianism in the West. I shall speak with a definite- 
ness that is warranted by the written reports in my hand 
from fifty-eight of the most active societies within our lim- 
its. We have lost from our working force during the year 
Revs. Clarence Fowler and A. T. Bowser, who have gone 
to Kastern parishes ; J. T. Bixby and C. J. K. Jones, who 
have temporarily laid down the work of the ministry; and 
Brother A. M. Weeks, whose ringing voice, a year ago, 
called the attention of this Conference so vigorously to the 
great needs and possibilities of our cause in the far West. 
He who then led us to fondly hope that in him we were to 
find our untitled bishop for Colorado, has fallen at his post. 
The vision overwhelmed him; the opportunity consumed 
him. In the early prime of a vigorous life, he died from 
overwork, not before he had left his mark on Denver, and 
made for himself a place in the hearts of that people, 
alongside of that other lamented prophet-hero of the 
Western Conference—R. L. Herbert. The lives of both of 
these remain as an inspiration and a warning to those of us 
still left on duty. In the place of the five lost we have 
added fourteen names to our working list during the year, 
viz., W. P. Tilden, Henry Powers, John B. Green, E. P. 
Gibbs and John A. Savage, who have come to us from the 
Kast; Rev. E. A. Higgins from the Methodists, and J. W. 
Broefle from the Universalists; Julius Blass, Anna J. 
Norris, T. J. Van Ness, Hans Tambs Lyche, and James H. 
West, fresh from the schools, have taken on the Western 
armor; while A. A. Roberts and A. G. Jennings have re- 
sumed ministerial work ‘among us. 

Bloomington, Denver, Quincy, St. Paul and Sheffield 
have been and still are actively in search of pastors; while 
Janesville, La Porte and Geneva have successfully termina- 
ted their search. 

New parishes have sprung up at Boulder, Col., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., Leavenworth and Topeka, Kans.; new 
churches have been built at San Diego, Cal., Mt. Pleasant 
and Big Rapids, Mich., Rochester,* N. Y., at Madelia, 
Minn., for Brother Janson’s Norwegian movement; and a 
new building for Sunday School and ‘social rooms in con- 
nection with the Cleveland church. The churches at Alton, 
Janesville, Northumberland and Omaha have been renova- 
ted and repainted. $7,641 of back indebtedness has been 
paid this year. $37,149.94 has been raised for church 
building and repairs. Forty-six societies report as having 
paid $2,166.98 for missionary. work outside of their contri- 


*The Rochester church was bought from the Presbyterians, seats 600 
people, and has been frequently filled since the occupation by the Unitarian 


see the children jumping up dressed, all over town! In 


people, January last.. Our correspondent says: “Our buildings could not be 
duplicated, exclusive of grounds, for less than $75,000.” 
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butions to the Western Conference. Forty-five societies 
have raised for current expenses $103,425.41. Thirty-seven 
report an average of 66 families each; forty-four societies 
report an average attendance of 123. Four have doubled 


Crooker as collateral pastor at Baraboo and Madison, Mr. 
Jennings at Hobart and La Porte and his reviving of the 
services in Valparaiso; and Mr. Douthit at Shelbyville, Mat- 
toon and other points; the Mission School of the Church 


their attendance, three increased one-third ; sixteen in answer | 
to the question “ have audiences increased?” reply “ visibly,” | 
“slightly,” “materially,” “no falling off,’ and “yes.” 
Twelve say “no,” and the others say “about the same.” 

The most encouraging features of our work outside of 
parish activities will be reported by your Publishing Com- 
mittee, the officers of the Women’s Conference, and the. 
Sunday School Society. These reports will show some of 
the more definite methods in which our missionary activities 
are shaping themselves. The American Unitarian Associa- 
tion continues to generously support our work by an ag- 
gregate appropriation of about $14,000 a year, is heartily 
in sympathy with the policy of establishing State mission- 
aries in coéperation-with our State Conferences, and gener- 
ously offers to second every such an attepipt on the part of 
our Conferences with a dollar for dollar—appropriation. In 
order to bring itself into closer connection with our Western 
administration, it has adopted the policy of henceforth mak- 
ing all Western appropriations so far as possible at the one or 
two Board meetings of each year, at which time the Western 
members of the Board are to be present. This will enable 
it to more successfully subordinate the clamorous appeals 
that may come from localities to the more important inter- 
ests of the general missionary work, and secure a truer per- 
spective to their appropriations by having the wants of the 
whole field in view at once. As a result of this policy the 
Illinois Fraternity has been enabled to secure the services 
as its minister at large of Brother Effinger, who has already 
revived the old interest at Tremont and is awakening a new 
interest at several points. A year hence his work will 
doubtless show tangible results. 

Michigan still continues the banner State in the Western 
Conference. Through the persistent diligence of Mr. Kit- 
tredge, this year it offers its two new churches complete and 
another one half done. Through his work the Big Rapids 
movement is housed, the building will be dedicated next 
Sunday, and the field is ready for a pastor. The Kast Sag- 
inaw church is half built, the Grand Rapids movement is 
hopefully inaugurated, and lay services have been regularly 
sustained at Muskegon. All this has necessitated the trav- 
eling of 16,000 miles within the State and an amount of 
exhaustive care-taking that none but those who have done 
similar work can understand. No worker in the Western 
field more deserves your gratitude than does the State Mis- 
sionary of Michigan. 

In connection with the special missionary work done in 
our field during the year should be mentioned the two 
months’ work done by four of the Meadville students dur- 
ing their summer vacation,—Miss Murdock in Iowa, Miss 
Godden in Wisconsin, Mr. Hogeland in Illinois, and Mr. 
Peirce in Nebraska; the five nionths of Sunday evening 
work done by Mr. Gordou for our Independent movement 
on the South Side in Milwaukee, which in all probability 
will develop into a second society for us in that city; his six 
weeks campaign in the interest of the Madison and Des 
Moines building fund, the A. U. A. supplying his pulpit 
meanwhile; the work done by Mr. Powell in Nebraska and 
Kansas, through whose labors Topeka has started up and 
Beatrice is getting ready to build; the maintaining of a 
missionary post by David Cronyn at a small place five miles 


of the Messiah of St. Louis; the Industrial School and 


Free Kindergarden of the Church of the Messiah, Chicago; 


the work done by Mr. Wright as missionary of the A. U. A. 


in Wisconsin; the work just undertaken at his own risk, 
but in consultation with your Secretary, by Rev. A. A. 
Roberts in Dakota. He has established his headquarters 


places in the Territory, and solicits further acquaintance 


without. 
among the Norwegians of the Northwest, who, in spite of 
cyclones and the still more tempestuous denunciations of 
the Scandinavian orthodox, has completed his church at 
Madelia, Minnesota, and is ready for another at Minneapolis, 
in which work he deserves our codperation. 
ary work has reached as far as Sioux Falls, Dakota, where he 


Kansas City, where he gave a series of discourses to his 
countrymen. 
in no previous year have the settled pastors done more out- 
side work or manifested more interest in the. missionary 
efforts of our cause. 


HEADQUARTERS. 
At headquarters the Channing Club, through whose gen- 


for three years through the help of the Chicago ladies,-who 
last year contributed $600 to the furnishing of our new 
rooms, now presents to your future care and protection this 
room, with the promise that the Club will become a-regular 
contributor to your fund. 

Of the financial record of the Conference during the last 


complimentary element in our annual exhibit. Of the $3,000 
we assumed last year on the Madison and Des Moines build- 
ing fund, but a small amount has been paid in, causing 
serious embarassment to the latter society and annoying 
delay in the building plans of the former. 


YOUR SECRETARY'S WORK. 


In addition to the correspondence of the office, (1472 ~ 
letters were dictated to a stenographer, in addition to those ~ 
written by his own hand), the consultations, commit- — 
tee meetings, directors’ meetings, ete., of which he has ~ 
attended some fifty in connection with the various activ- = 
ities of our cause, and which are constantly growing in ~ 


number and importance, your Secretary has officiated every 


city twenty-five times at nineteen different places, and attend- 
ed seven Conferences, travelling 7,396 miles. 


SUMMARY OF THE YEAR'S WORK. 


To sum up our year’s exhibit in general, the “ Unity Mis- 
sion” and ‘“Church-Door Pulpit” projected a year ago have 
both been successfully inaugurated without help from our 
treasury. The Sunday School Society has published a new 


away from San Diego; the double work done by Mr. 


book of Services and Songs which must have, directly and 3 | 
organic. 


indirectly, much influence upon the devotional and 
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at Aberdeen and is already in correspondence with various 


with the Liberal people within its limits and their friends 
And we must not forget Mr. Janson’s work ~ 


His mission- — 
preaches monthly in English, as well as Norwegian, and F 
In addition to this it may be safely said that ~ 


erosity we have a headquarters, after maintaining the rent q 


year your Treasurer will report. Doubtless this is the least | 


Sunday but seven for All Souls Church in this city, and 
maintained the parish activities incident to such a movement, ~ 
conducted for three months fortnightly Sunday evening — 
services at La Porte, Ind., preached and lectured out of the ~ 
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life of our churches. The women have been making signifi- 
cant experiments and have groped their way to some unique 
tools and methods which, if persistently used, will greatly 
strengthen our missionary life in the future. We have nine 
additional ministers at work, nine societies are active now 
that were dormant or non-existent a year ago, and there are 
six new buildings. 

It gives me pleasure to make public acknowledgement of 
the continued kindly relations and helpful coéperation I have 
received at the hands of my associates on the Board, the 
officers of the Women’s Conference, of the Sunday School 
Society, my care-taking and ever faithful office assistant, 
Miss Pittman, and your prompt Treasurer who has seen to it 
that the Conference has not owed the Secretary a dollar after 
it was due. If the Churches had been as serupulously 
prompt to the treasury as the Treasurer has been to its Secre- 
tary our financial record would be one worthy the cause and 
territory we represent. 


THE GROWTH OF NINE YEARS. 


There may be some who think that their first duty towards 
this report is to discount its figures and to make generous 
allowance for certain roseate hues that creep into it, not from 
the facts in the case, but from a certain constitutional color- 
blindness which disqualifies your Secretary from detecting 
the darker shades. For once, let us take a longer measur- 
ing line than the twelve months that intervene between one 
Conference and the other. 

Nine years ago, when you were convened at Unity church 
in this city, you intrusted me with the duties of the Secre- 
taryship and ventured with many misgivings to bargain for 
one-fourth of my time in the work. Then you had 42 
ministers within your territory, 43 active societies which 
were so debt-burdened that the amount was never fully 
confessed, but the reported debt which experience shows is 
always less than the actual sum was over $100,000. This 
year it is but $7,855.92. We then had one State Confer- 
ence that was doing no work, and we had no treasury. We 
had not one man within our limits at that time in the mis- 
sionary field, outside of what the isolated pastors could do 
in their own immediate neighborhood. The only headquar- 
ters that our Sunday School, Publishing Committee, Wo- 
men’s Work and other interests had was such’ as had already 
begun to accumulate in the over-stuffed closets of the little 
Janesville parsonage. Now we have sixty-four ministers, 
eighty-seven societies, seventy-four of which have held serv- 
ices during the year, and a headquarters here in Chicago 
that in point of geniality and constant working attractive- 
ness is equal if not superior to most of our orthodox 
ehurches. During the last year the duties that gather 
around this headquarters Have engaged the constant time 
and attention of four persons and a boy, all of whom have 
had more than they could do. They have enjoyed a great 
deal of codperation from many of the brothers and sisters in 
Chicago. We have four men* who are now giving their 
entire time to the development of our missionary fields, and 
three others} who are giving it a portion of their time. 

The story is told that, once upon a time, Dr. Chapin and 
Henry Ward Beecher spent a joyful day among the White 
Mountains, seated on the box with the driver of the stage 


*¥F. E. Kittredge in Michigan, J. R. Effinger in Illinois, Enoch Powell in 
A. Roberts, Dakota. 


Sap se pone o Wright, Wisconsin, Kristofer Janson, Minnesota, and J. F. 


coach, at whose expense they cracked many a joke. As they 
were returning in the evening, Beecher turned to the unsus- 
pecting Jehu and said: “ Driver, what would you say if I were 
to tell you that that gentleman there on the right was Dr. E. H. 
Chapin of New York, and that [ am Henry Ward Beecher 
of Brooklyn?” The driver promptly replied: “I should 
say that that was the biggest whopper you had told yet. 
If. nine years ago I had ‘ventured the opinion that by 1884 
we would pay about $93,000 of local indebtedness; that we 
might gain twenty-two ministers, forty new societies, twenty- 
two new church buildings and two parsonages ; that the one- 
quarter of a missionary would grow into four missionaries with 
several other fractional missionaries ; a treasury from nothing 
to about $3,000, and from no centre to a headquarters in Chi- 
cago, with its three general societies, the Sunday School Socie- 
ty with its list of twenty-five er thirty publications, a Women’s 
organization with its embryonic activities working their ay 
into nearly every State Conference and local society ; 
newspaper and a sy mpathetic book-store created largely for 
us and by us; seven State Conferences organized and grow- 
ing into an actual administration of the State missionary 
interests ; in short, a an increase in the practical work of 
our Conference from nothing into our present opportunity 
and possibilities, | am afraid some of you would have said: 
“Of all Jones’ whoppers, that is the biggest.”’ 

Friends, it is not necessary in this presence to say that 
this advance has not come easily. The very first year 772 
letters concerning our work poured into the Janesville study 
and they were largely attended to by the volunteer hand of 
a pastor's wife. This year the letters have reached an ag- 
gregate of 1,720, the total during the nine years aggrega- 
ting 8,492 communications. It has necessitated on the part 
of your Secretary the visiting of 154 different places in 
the interest of this work, preaching and lecturing 1,370 
times, attending, helping to organize and shape 106 Confer- 
ences, and the traveling of 122,370 miles. It has necessi- 
tated a great deal of unpaid and unrecorded work on the 
part of the representatives of the State Conferences, par- 
ticularly Lowa and Michigan, the spending of what would 
aggregate to thousands of dollars from the small salaries of 
Western ministers in bearing the expenses of the long jour- 
neys necessary to attend these Conferences, a large amount 
of gratuitous work and money on the part of the Unity 
Publishing Committee, and a generous amount of sympa- 
thy and codperation on the part of Chicago men and women. 
To mention names would be invidious, where to miss the 
work of any would have been disastrous to some interest, 
but [ can but remember with a special gratitude the faith 
in our cause and the confidence in your Secretary that 
actuated a few, very few, of the Chicago ladies at the very 
beginning of my work, when they ventured to hire the first 
room, equip it themselves, furnish it, and made it possible 
for Miss Roberts, the only name I venture to mention, to 
share with me the i inspiring perplexities and joyful fatizues 
incident to such work. Whatever of profitable results 
these nine years have to show, as a matter of simple justice 
I want to place on record my official testimony that they 
could not have been realized as far as [ am conoerned with- 
out the uncounting service that came out of the consecra- ° 
ted hearts of this woman and her associates. Their devo- 
tion generated other devotion, and made our work pos- 


sible. 
As intimated a year ago, I now give back to you the 
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great trust and privilege you handed to me nine years ago. 
This work seems to me more attractive, more important, 
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and more full of immeasurable possibilities than ever before. 
I give it back with feelings of mingled regret and joy; 
regret as I think of relinquishing so many unrealized plans, 
of abandoning so many unfulfilled projects and promises, of 
severing the close ties of coéperation that bind me with 
bands strong as steel and soft as silk to fellow laborers, into 
whose faces I have been permitted to look, the touch of 
whose elbows have thrilled me with encouragement and 
hope. The line reaches from Denver to Rochester, front 
Cincinnati to St. Louis, from Louisville to St. Paul. But 
joy that at last conscience permits me to heed the apprehen- 
sions of my dearest friends, the injunction of my physician 
and the subtle but unmistakable warnings felt within my 
own body, that no one life can keep pace with the demands 
and possibilities of such an office but for a comparatively 
short term of years. I relinquish it with joy over the 
thought that a fresh hand is to execute the new plans that 
another brain may devise. If it is for me to remain in 
Chicago, I shall be glad, for it will give me great pleas- 
ure to continue to foster the central activities to 
codperate as the pastor of a city church may and should 
with my successor, and to retain my relation to our publish- 
ing interests as editor of Unity until such time as we may 
be able to place this in the hands of some one who will 
be able to say, “‘ This one thing I do,” and thus save my 
successor from some of the fetters and perplexities arising 
from a multiplicity of engagements from which I have suffer- 
ed. But if my lines of labor are to fall elsewhere, I am sure 
the good work will go on in better ways than I know, and 
to larger results than I can dream. 


THE FUTURE. 


As to the future I have only to say: There is no time to be 
lost.. Let there be no stitches dropped or going back. The 
crudeness of the work done thus far by any of the instru- 
mentalities should be an encouragement, not a source of 
demoralization. Our failures are prophecies of a larger 
success. At least ten places are to-day waiting for the 
new churches, the building of which your. Secretary will 
help devise and execute. Five societies are looking to this 
office for help to find the pastor they need. As many or 
more ministers are in correspondence with this office asking 
to be put at work. Six State Conferences are anxious for 
the service of a State missionary, such as [Illinois and Mich- 
igan are now enjoying. All of our work needs solidifying. 
Too many of our pastors still live, as it were, in tents, feeling 
that there is no permanent abiding place for an Unitarian 
minister in the West. We have only three parsonages in the 
Western Conference, and only four or five ministers who live 
in their own houses. Only one out of our sixty-four minis- 
ters had the courage or confidence in his position to report 
under the question, “What missionary work done?” the 
following, ‘“ Pastor keeps his door-yard clean, garden pro- 
ductive with flowers, fruits and vegetables, and delights in 
a horse.” 

I shall be glad to continue to discharge the duties of a 
Secretary during such time as may be necessary to enable 
my successor to accommodate himself to his new duties. 
Believing that the next nine years will bring forth immeas. 
urably larger things than the last, I resign my trust into 
your hands with profound gratitude for the fellowship and 
forbearance I have received at your hands. 


Souls are not saved in bundles. The Spirit asks of every 
man, how is it with thee ?— Emerson. 


WESTERN UNITARIAN SUNDAY SCHOOL SO- 
CIETY—ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE SECRETARY. 


ELLEN T. LEONARD. 


We have printed this year the figure estimates of the 
condition of our Western Sunday Schools. You can see at 
a glance how matters stand, and reference can be made to — 


it as needed, 
SCHEDULE OF STATISTICS. 


1. No. of circulars sent to church societies in the West..... 75 
» .™ “ SUMP IIOE ccnsades -bc coccsdsccesetoccnesenseneele 43 
S. ‘ Sehools reported for 1864.........ccccccccccse cocesese 33 
URE WU GE iiidavicavenccicwccsscteccéccctcs ist Leore 22,868 
5. Increase of pupils during the year....................s.ee00. 137 
6. Excess in No. girls over that of boys (proportion 5to 3) 444 
7. Number in Infant Classes............ (proportion, 1 to 3)... 777 
8. Average attendance of pupils...... ( . 7 to 9)...2,202 
D, FRRDSR OF Gi ence ciciacscccccnscccscncsoonsscaccisigpeetin 292 


. Excess in number of women Teachers over that of men 


(ROM OOTINR, FOB Bhodereccvecssstncccsncedsieseibierseainanal 166 
11. No. of teachers who are parents........ (proportion, 4)... 106 
12. Average attendance of teachers......... ( ws #)... 216 
13. No. of schools having teachers meetings( ee eos 
14. Average attendance...............ss0s0e: ( . )... 128 
15. No. of schools using Unity Services and Songs (proper 

BBO, Bd visvcccencadtirsssoeneguinscn snncenspionheecsesessaanel o. “an 
16. No. of schools using Christmas Service yearly cosectaasadl 26 
coe ” ‘* Easter en Leen 22 
x -* “ ‘* Flower i T. exoveaseantl 19 
ES 7 ‘* Harvest - oT .. jecaqanaal 13 
— = ‘Other “ oF Sebecaneie 10 
. os OF TIRING ccccccscencotinedncinsenialn 18 
_ “ ‘* Wall maps......... seacde: seneneseeanl 17 
23. ' ot | EE 16 
— ‘ holding session at noon hour........ 23 
—- o " a“ ‘ “ morning hour... 7 
— = " we “ " afternoon hour.. 3 
_. Fain ‘* where some of congregation attend servi- 

SORT, ciiccenpsinabesetbsqesensess supndésnesctaecdom eebemenbenaia 
28. Total No. of volumes in Libraries 


. No. added during the year 


30. Average to each of the 33 schools......... ..2......cceeeeeees 374 

31. No. of schools taking a child’s paper........................ 25 

32. Total amount of money raiséd........................00. $2,548.63 — 
33. Contributed from other sources..................cce00 ceees $690.79 
34. Average for each school..................0seee00 uss onncekhd cool heh t am 
35. No. of schools doing outside missionary work............. 16 

36. ‘* Annual members to W. U. 8. S. Sectety...swwune 51 

— ee as se oe aa 


We will begin with this and consider first the 
WAYS AND MEANS 


used for work in the schools in this Western bound 
Home tools have not been used as much this soe Se as last 
Western lessons appear about half as many times as Eastern. 

Last year the choice was nearly even. , This.is not altogether ~ 
because the Western Society has published less this year than ~ 
last. Hall’s Manual, “ First Lessons on the Bible,” which 
was beginning to be used last year, has now been chosen C. 
more schools than any other one course, there being ten phic 
have used it. We cannot be too glad our Eastern friends, 
who are so much: better able to do it than we, are offeri 

such excellent helps. Six schools have used two sets 7 
study-lessons for their year’s work, sixteen have used 
one, and is it not a little surprising that no less than 
have undertaken in one short winter to get through with | 
from three to five courses of study? About of the — 
eight have used four, and the one which gives a list of five, 
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adds after them “etc.,’’ which leaves the rest indefinite. In| 
two of these cases Mr. Gannett’s short Christmas course, 
used probably for just that brief season, would partly 
account for the number. One of our neighbors still uses 
the International lessons. In our more distant and out- 
lying schools there is an interesting originality of resource 
and noticeably good records. One of these’ comes from 
Greeley, Col., a school of ninety scholars, grown from sev- 
enty a year ago. Its figures show good averages, and it, 
with two others, are “the only schools where the men 
teachers count one more than the women. Meadville, Pa., 
has eight to five. Greeley is one of our number just men- 
tioned, which named several different kinds of lessons, and 
deserves to be explained. They were as follows: Ist, The 


Bible; 2d, Unitarian Lessons—not particularizing; 3rd, 
Geo. Eliot’s works; 4th, Emerson. This list also ends with 
a perplexing “‘etc.’ Published lessons we find here in the 
minimum. The Bible, and studies from the noblest writers 


of the time have been the written inspiration for most of 
their work, and they have evidently not been without that 
other valuable inspiration which should go hand in hand 
with this—personal influence. Instead of having their fes- 
tivities regularly with the seasons, they “make special-ser- 
vice use of any great event, and give that day’s lesson 
upon it, such as Luther's birthday. The modesty of the 
first of their needs—a more experienced Superintendent— 
apparently given by the Superintendent himself, is perhaps 
_ not peculiar to outlying districts alone, and as last year’s 
circular from there shows the same name at the head, it is 
safe to suggest that this need will doubtless be removed in 
time. Perhaps when that time is reached the record may 
not be so interesting, for if one may judge by comparing 
this school with some others, I should venture the fear that 
it was possible to have too much experience and so lose en- 
thusiasm. Another home-made resource in one school 
where there is a blackboard and no wall maps is that of 
drawing maps when needed. 

Item fourteen of the schedule shows a much larger _pro- 
portion of schools using Unity Services and Songs than a 

ago, both for service and singing, although for the 
latter Sunny Side still has more friends than Unity. The 
music and worship part of Sunday School work shows little 
change otherwise, nearly the same proportion of schools 
having choristers and special rehearsals as a year ago, ac- 
cording t# item twenty-two. The Dayspring holds its old 
place as the favorite child’s paper. 

The J’braries show an increase of volumes, and more 
added this year than last. Whether this is a promising 
sign or not, there is much difference of opinion. One 
school of seventy-five scholars has a library of eleven hun- 
dred volumes, the largest one on our list. 

The helping or missionary work is varied, as heretofore, 
and represented by much the same activities as given last 
year. Flower Mission and Kindergarten work; supporting 
a bed in a Children’s Hospital ; contributions to the flood 
sufferers, to Mr. Janson’s Society at Minneapolis, and to the 
Western Unitarian Sunday School Society ; sending 'Thanks- 
giving baskets, supporting ice water barrel at the church 

oor, helping a colored: school, distributing papers, are 
among the ways mentioned, and one “labors to convert the 
heathen in thet midst,” which is by no means the least 
arduous of these undertakings. ‘ 


NEEDS AND SUGGESTIONS. 
More than half our number make known their needs. 


‘ 


The suggestions are less plentiful. There are five calls for 
laitoved lessons; three of these want them adapted to 
both old and young. There is an urgent appeal for better In- 
fant class helps from two sources, and for musical helps, both 
vocal and instrumental from a few. But the over-ruling 
demand besides and with these, from nearly every place, is 
more enthusiasm from teachers and parents, more “fire from 
on high,” as one forcibly puts it. The adjectives, when 
sifted out, which are used to denote the kind of teachers so 
much needed are, “devoted, prompt, practical, devout, 
egoistic, consecrated, ” also ‘“‘ those who will work hard and 
stay long.” All this should not have the effect of fright- 
ening away those modest ones who would be willing to try, 
but the office of teacher in a Sunday School should be entered 
upon, like any office, with the realization that by faithful 
attention to the duties of the place one may continually be- 
come better and better qualified to discharge its obligations 
wisely, not without. Quoting from another as to needs: 
‘ Always of teachers qualified to teach our faith; who dis- 
tinguish between the transient and the permanent, between 
the accidental and the essential in religion, and who frankly 
and clearly emphasize the moral and spiritual truth.” After 
the two great needs of enthusiasm and good teachers come 
frequent demands for more scholars. 

Suggestions we have from only six. The one who says 
we need more “fire from on high” thinks “there seem to 
be suggestions and methods in abundance, ” and finds the 
‘“oreatest discouragements come from the spirit of the 
times, which has no patience with anything that cannot be 
turned into dollars and cents,” cheerfully adding that they 
‘‘are not cast down, bnt are doing better work than ever 
before.” An excellent suggestion from one is that the 
parents help the children to prepare the lessons before going 
to the class; a plan which has improved the interest greatly 
with them. This is really included in that need already 
given ag “‘more interest on the part of the parents.” One 
of our wisest workers writes: ‘I begin to think that our 
whole Sunday School system needs reconstruction to fit the 
present religious conditions of the homes of Liberal parents.” 
But if the homes of Liberal parents are so out of all work- 
ing harmony with our Sunday Schools, it would seem hardly 
possible to reconstruct enough, and still have any of the spirit 
of the Sunday School left. Our friend could not have meant | 
the reconstruction to be allon one side. Open investigation, 
child-like, outspoken questioning, individual freedom of 
thinking, frank, friendly relations and pleasant times we do 
want in Liberal Sunday Schools equally with Liberal homes. 
But perhaps the homes might well afford to share the 
reconstruction and put into their children’s every-day lives 
more of the thoughtful, ethical element, more of the rev- 
erent, tender and worshipful. If the school is made a happy 
place, and each teacher takes a friendly personal interest in 
the members of her class outside the school hour, the first 
condition for effective teaching is established. The follow- 
ing and last quotation under suggestions is especially valua- 
ble: “We have strengthened our school and improved 
results by reducing members to the capacity of our teach- 
ing force ; that is, we have kept {he number down by recom- - 
mending children who went to other schools to leave ours.’ 
Of this way of improving the character of our schools 
more will be said as we speak of their 


GROWTH. 
We have alluded to the need of more scholars diiieiiel 


by so many. Referring to item five on the schedule— 
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are our schools growing larger or the reverse? Last year’s 
list showed a decrease of seventy in number of scholars 
since the previous’year. To-day a larger difference appears 
on the other side. 

Three schools not existing May, 1883—La Porte, Ind., 
Jackson and Grand Haven, Mich.,—now add to our rank and 
file the sum of one hundred and forty-seven scholars. Ten 
responses to our request for statistics came with the infor- 
mation that for good and sufficient reasons their schools had 
been discontinued for the present. We are then gaining in 
this particular. Numbers are wonderfully enspiriting. 
Sometimes it seems hard to plod along with only a few, 
and so natural to think we are making good progress if we 
have a long list of names belonging to us. If our small 
schools find it hard to keep up spirit and interest without 
more scholars, let them remember that while it is true 
that “there is strength in numbers,” it. does not always 
follow that mere numbers signify strength. People are 
learning to value quality above quantity, and the principle | 
may be applied to Sunday School work with special force. 
Not in quantity of children is found the virtue of a school, 
but in its quality of influence—its unity of purpose. We 
will look at the five most important points on our circular 
upon which the moral integrity of a school depends, and 
see how the standing of this year compares with that of last 
year. 

1. Item 7, The average attendance of pupils is a Uittle 
better. 2. Item 12, 
teacher's meetings is much larger. Last year less than 
half, this year more than half, and most of these are held 
weekly. 3. 
meetings is about the same. 


exceeds last year’s amount by some $200. which records an 
advance toward that valuable principle—self-support. — 5. 


Item 32, The proportion of schools able to do helping or 
We find 
The call for 


missionary work is larger this year than last. 
then a fair progress in these charactistics. 
greater numbers of pupils, as also for more lesson- -papers, 


seems a secondary difficulty, while that for more interest in 
the work among teachers and parents holds the primary place. 
Not more scholars 
ong into what 

ay is univer- 
More of this or more of that, and then 
It isa mistake. If 
we learn first to make the most of what we have—and we 
can generally do good work with it—when we are firm 
enough to give it room, more will pour in upon us. Test, 
develope and perfect that which comes to hand before 
If we explain 
with fluency the parable of the talents to our scholars and 


Secure this and the rest will follow. 
and tools, but more of patient, faithful work 
we have, do we need first. The cry of the 

sally “more |.” 


something great and good can be done. 


wasting strength in clamoring for more. 


do not live up to its teachings ourselves, there is no truth- 
giving influence goes out from us. 


feel no interest in coming to Sunday School.’ 


teaching them. Probably the two most important qualifi- 
cations in a teacher are, Ist, a love for children ; 


life. 


just 
to hold faith in slow results, the rest will come. 


The proportion of schools holding 


Item 13, The average attendance at these 
4. Item 29, The sum of 
money raised by contributions from the schools themselves 


The children may not 
detect it in us; they only know in a general way that they 
But if we 
do not detect it in ourselves, we have no moral right to be 


2nd, the 
ability to apply ethical rules in simple ways to precept and 
We have no wish to under-rate the value and inspira- 
tion of numbers when they are truthfully ours—not frac- 
tionally—but we believe that integrity in the characteristics 
iven is of greater value, and if we are strong enough 


—? 
Since Unitarianism as a denomination is hot noted for its ~ 
numbers ; is a thing of slow growth upon a broad founda- — 
tion ; does not place its estimate of success primarily upon — 
numbers, or other readily recognized signs of popularity, it 
should be considered a thoroughly healthful condition for 
the schools to be working along upon the same basis. 
The lack of symmetry is an obvious failure of the day. 
The beautiful law of proportion as to relative value is sa 
disregarded in matters of business life, in organizations and ~ 
in ways of human living; expenditure of time, strength, — 
money. It is not needed then for Unitarians to swell the 
numbers already on that side. Good schools first, 
ones later. | 
This.is all that need be said about the statistics given 
upon circulars. 
These returns have been better this year than last, : 
Rather more prompt as a general thing and a larger num- © 
ber sent in. Only one has been received too late to be in- — 
cluded in the averages. Still nearly half have not responded. © 
There is room for improvement yet. It may seem to the | 
casual observer that a circular Coming each year as it does § 
is a very dry and uninteresting affair. But a year’s work | 
stands out upon every one of ‘these small pieces of | 
a year of thoughtful planning to develop, and of st eto, 
carry into effect. Or if not this, then just as plainly appears 
weakening interest, disheartening restrictions, or a careless” 
disregard ‘of any figured-out estimate of such work. One 
and another of these come to hand full and written over” 
the back with various details which come to mind. Very” 
likely a large part of this latter may contain little of 
cal value for scheduling, but you can feel in it the very pulse 
throb of that school—full, health- abounding—and 
know there is life and: progress. It is refreshing to get 
such a circular. You get acquainted with that school. 
Don’t think, friends, it is a matter of little ep 
printed notice from headquarters. If printed matter is g 
ting so plentiful that we are forming the habit of dis 
ing ; notices through the mail, let us at least be dis a 
ting. It is not a matter of little moment to us whether you 
send a live record or not, and according to the law of reflex- 
action it isnot of small moment to you. There is a great 
lack of largeness of grasp in this matter, both in a busines 
way and in a moral way. It is plainly for the business im- 
terest of every school to hold ready communication with 
headquarters. It is no less for its moral interest to do 
That valuable earnestness which becomes absorbed in im 
diately surrounding work finds it hard to remember the rela: 
tion which that work bears to what lies outside. It becomes 
too self-centered, and both it and the work lose by not ten 
ing to the outward strength while holding to the in 
On the other hand where the interest is weak, discou 
ments many, and spirit begins to fail, a persistent 
toward the outward strength will waken and deepen th 
inward, and gradually win ‘back life. We would like to be 
quite sure that the morality of our denomination, in ety 
and country, is sound enough to exclude the possibility 6 
that modern—perhaps, city —way of regarding a St 
School—as a sort of appendage to the real church work, 
necessary one truly, since the children must have someth 
to occupy them Sundays! What so proper then and ¢ 
science quieting as to send them to Sunday cae 
more the better, some think. This kind of faith in§ 
Schools seems painfully futile—even pathetic—but pe 
it is better than none at all. The Sunday School s 
stand equal in interest with the church. It is thoughe oy 
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many it should precede the duit: But that could IT. and III. in Unity Linea om Pare eins of Ser- 
+ hardly be right if parents are to hold any leadership over. vices and Songs, make the publishing ‘work of the Society. 
_ their ‘children. We must protest against that feeling which | Of the list just given, Unity Festivals, representing the most 
politely does not have much faith in Sunday’ Schools,—tol-| labor in preparation, has been chiefly the work of our Pres- 
erates them, or thinks perhaps that if they were conducted ident, to whom, more than to the Society, the public is 
on this or that other plan they might do some good. If the. indebted. Litre Unrry has been continued as the chil- 
central principle of Sunday School work is close at the| dren’s department of Uniry, published by The Colegrove 
~ heart of one or more helpers in a given school, no matter) Book Co., and though not supplying direct Sunday School 
» what plan it is worked upon, what ‘lessons are used, what material as the year ‘before, has yet aimed to work upon the 
_ Songs are sung, it will doa good work. All these may help | same principle of thought with which it started, and make 
_ or hinder, it is true, but they are not the kernel wherefrom_ itself useful for similar purposes, though in a smaller way. 
_is the growth of life. This central principle is neither more| In connection with Sunday School interests, mention 


—_— 
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nor less than te cultivate that sense of kinship which lies 
: E between conduct and life. 
> fully from Bible to novel, so we impress the child's mind 
» Sunday after Sunday in many a wise, tender and happy 
_ way with this imprint. 
A at the foundation of the morality of the future generations. 
* There is one other more important force building with us, 
and that is good homes. There can be no more hopeful 
ee eership formed to produce practical ethical results in 
> the coming years than that of Home and Sunday School. 


~ 


CENTRAL WORK. 


The work of the Soc ‘lety in Chicago during its second year 
_ a8 an incorporated organization has been carried on much 
' the same as the previous year. The Directors’ meetings 
_ have been held upon a regular day of each month; there | 
~ have been twelve regular ‘and two special, beginning with 
the May meeting which took place irregularly just after the | 
> last Conference, ‘and closing with that which occurred the 
‘first of this month. The August meeting was omitted. 
"We have met but once without a-quorum; this being in 
July, when friends were out of town, the President author- 
= By that business proceed the same as if a quorum were 

The few Chicago members of the Board have 


~ reached by the Society being dependent upon faithfulness | 
‘in this matter. As to the business carried on-through these | 
| meetings, it is of much the same character as that in any 
‘local management of mercantile or home affairs—consists | 
largely of details. These, while it would not do to encum- 


Good ‘Sunday Schools are building 


should be made of the course of Union Lessons which has 
We may use any lesson success- | 


been carried on at the Channing Club Room during the 
noon hour of each Monday, and in continuance of the course 
organized the winter of *82 and ‘83. Finishing then the 
historical study of the Old Testament, next in order came 
the Gospels. No. XII. of Unity Lessons, Mr. Mann's 
“Studies of Jesus’ has been the text book used, and with 
special question slips for each Sunday carefully prepared by 
Mr. Utter, and a review every fifth week, the lessons have 
proved a valuable course of study, which is now nearly 
drawn to aclose. The attendance at these meetings has been 
much smaller than last winter, but except in severest weather 
a certain number has been quite regular. 

The business of the three Western Unitarian Societies, 
viz.: the two Conferences and the Sunday School, has been 
done in the joint home known as the Channing Club Room, 
they each bearing proportionately the expenses sof the room. 


The Sunday School Society has tried also to fulfill the duties 
of general hostess and make it as homelike as possible for 


friende both in and out of town who have had occasion to 


‘all. 


The Treasurer's report, which is printed with Secretary's 


schedule and distributed among you, shows our present 
business condition. 


nt. 
. icon very regular in their attendance, business results: 


The expenses have been kept within 
the income, and this income has been ours mainly through 
the generous sharing of expenses by the Western Unitarian 
Conference. Life memberships have yielded less this year 
than last, and the income from annual memberships decreases 
each year from forty to sixty dollars. If there is any plan 
more simple, genuine and available by which you can each 


_ ber a report with them, are yet the fundamentals upon which 
Eghe health of any management depends. 

The sale of our publications in Boston has been changed 
iring the winter from Geo. H. Ellis’ charge to that of the 
" n Unitarian Sunday School Society. They have given 
e: is a hospitable reception, and our manuals are placed at good 
2 Bvantage in their rooms with their own publications. We 
“have also in our office made display of sample copies of | 


E Rastern Sunday School material with Western. 


~ 


from near and far convey to the Society an expression of 
helpful interest in the Work for which it stands than this 
same contributing of individual dollars, we shall be very 
glad to exchange the old way for the new. If the value of 
the Society as an existing body, or the uses made of the 
money received, are not clear to you, a closer examination 
of the Secretary and Treasurer's reports is invited. You 
will see on the printed list of annual members that St. Paul 
and Chicago have been the chief contributors this year to 
Of publications for the year, the book of Unity Festi-| our income from this source. Other cities, from which we 
vals just issued, is the most important. The Harvest | had some twelve or fifteen members a year ago, send us now 
_ and Christmas services were first issued separately at their | only six or eight, or less. St. Paul is always to be depended 
Tespective seasons, and after undergoing the practical test of | upon. One by one, or two by two, throughout the year 
- use, were revised as thought best, and now appear in Unity the dollars drop in upon us in a friendly int sociable way. 
| Festivals. No. X1V. in U nity Sunday School Lessons, Mr. | Our friends here during the past few days have already 
 Gannett’s “Christmas Poem and Christmas Fact,” was issued | been kindly dropping their dollars in upon us for the coming 
rly in the fall, ready for use the few Sundays preceding | year, in advance of remindings. 
‘Chains During the summer Series F. of Infant Class} The Sunday School interest is one which comes very close 
3 Cc 3 was planned and issued in September, and previous! to each of us. It is easier to recognize the shapely propor- 


o this Mrs. Parker's essay upon Infant class work read at) tions of an object at a distance than of one directly against 
us. This work is the kind that lies at every door.. Perhaps 


2 last Conference, was put into the form of a pamphlet 
this is why it is so often overlooked. There are children 


itled the “ Little Ones in the Sunday School,” published 
Unity Leaflet No. 7. These with new editions of Series everywhere, and not only their fathers and mothers, but all 


members of the community in which they live, wish them 
to grow up with a keen sense of personal moral responsibil- 
ity. The Sunday School Society works to bring this about 
through its schools. There is great room for improvement, 
you say; very true, and the best way to bring improvement 
is to “ Lend a hand.” Lend itin work. Lend it in dollars. 
People of wealth and wisdom endow colleges, churches and 
charitable institutions; how rarely a work of this kind. The 
Society works anyway for the interest of you all with its 
few dollars. It could do more with better comradeship. You 
do not then give your dollar, nor pay it without returns. 

It is right to be careful where we put our dollars, and to 
demand returns, but to place them only where returns visible to 
the physical eye alone will be made us, is to impoverish that 
other life within, and to gradually dim itssight. Asa people 
we are in danger of becoming blinded inwardly by the out- 
ward life. Societies that stand for principle and work toward | 
the unseen, tax the inner sight of their supporters greatly. 
But they are fast increasing in numbers. This is because 
the inner sight needs to be taxed, and principle and the 
unseen are always alive and at work. There is not time to 
speak of the things we would like to do, and it is better 
perhaps to wait. Send us your dollar, then, for principle’s 
sake; believe in the work ; watch it; and the returns will 
not fail you. 


THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRE- 
TARY OF THE WOMEN’S WESTERN UNI- 


of Portland, Coase, where the activity in benevolent enter- 
prises is worthy of the parish of an Eliot. 


| Was inention made of work outside that of the Christian © 


TARIAN CONFERENCE. 


FRANCES L. ROBERTS. 


In making this, the third annual report of the Women’s 
Conference, there seemed to be no better way of fairly 
representing all societies than by individualizing them, thus 
lengthening the report. But as a Secretary's report is 
neither intended, nor expected, to be a model of literary art, 
but merely a statement or record of facts, the value of 
which may oftener lie in their minuteness rather than in 
terseness, further apology will not be needed. 

Kach year question blanks have been sent to every socie- 
ty within the Western Conference, accompanied by a cir- 
cular letter from the Secretary asking for a reply. The 
questions bear directly upon the women’s work in the socie- 
ty to which they are sent, whether it is cone under the 
auspices of a women’s organization or not. The answers 
are to enable a report to be made of the numbers, activi- 
ties, various interests and financial results of the women’s 
work of that church, or suciety, during the past year. Sev- 
enty of these question circulars were sent, either to the 
Secretary or President of the Ladies’ Society, if such a one 
existed, or to the minister to be handed to some lady in his 
parish who would respond. Forty-two answers were received, 
an increase of four over last year, but leaving still too 
large a percentage unanswered. The Secretary evidently 
failed to emphasize two things in sending out the questions: 
Ist, How necessary it was that an answer, though it were 
meagre should reach the Secretary ; 2d, The want of cour- 
tesy in the individual who did not answer at all. Either 
point fully understood would snrely have speedily brought 
the much desired returns. 
time, making all allowance for its long journey, is from the 
most remote society within the Conference, that belonging 


Qur first report in point of 


The Ladies Society numbers forty. They have rained 
$848.50 during the past year and expended it for church ~ 
purposes, as their benevolent work is chiefly carried on by 
another, society within the church called the Christian — 
Union, where men and women work together. Much of the — 
active ‘benevolence, however, seems to be carried on by the ~ 
women of this latter organization, as they are mentions 
“doing a great deal of work in the Insane Asylum, Jail 
and Poor Farm” and are divided and systematized by com-_ 
mittees for general work among the city poor. Some are 
also active in the Temperance cause. The money to | 
on the Christian Union is acquired by monthly collections 4 
and the proceeds of lectures—which are paid for. There 


Union such as the City Relief Society, with a Children’s 
Home belonging thereto. They have a Mission Chapel im 
South Portland with a mission Sunday school of one hun- 
dred children, superintended by a lady of their society, and 7 
they care for the stranger within their gates in all kindly 
social ways. 

California.—Our next report also comes from the Pa. 
cific coast, from the “Society for Christian Work” belo 
ing to the First Unitarian Church of San Francisco. This 
society has fifty members whose object is both social and ~ 
beneficient. For the year ending April Ist, 1884, they 
raised $3,000. After disbursing a part they still had over | 
$1,200 in the treasury. It is interesting to note the wide 
distribution of their philanthrophy. $250 went to their | 
own Sunday school to replenish the library and purchase 
new service books. $200 was given their pastor to be used — 
at his discretion. $100 was sent to the Women’s Auxil- — 
iary and went to extinguish a debt on the Unitarian Church © 
in Santa Barbara. A parlor organ was purchased for 
Children’s Hospital that there might be a Sunday servic 


for the nurses and convalescents. 


: 4 of 


Through their relief 
committee they have spent money for rents, provisions, sew=— 
ing machines for poor women, and have also paid for 
ing one family to central New York and another to Nevac 
They also carry on a systematic distribution of reading 
matter to the various hospitals, homes and asylums, and 
have thus stimulated other associations to adopt and ¢ 
their work. Have a committee on social visiting, anoth 
on floral decorations. A large number of their ladies are im 
terested outside the society in a “ Ladies’ Protection and I 
lief Society,” a “ Boys’ and Girls’ Aid Society” and Ch ity y 
Kindergardens. It seems a fitting conclusion to this beam= 
tiful history of a year's accomplishment to say that the 
president of the society is a daughter of Thomas Starr 
King. In addition to all this benev pleat activity, they report 
a large membership in various clubs and classes. A Sha ke- 
speare club, General Literature and Modern History classes 
and their secretary writes that during the coming year they” 
hope to take up the study of “ Matters Pertaining to our 
Liberal Religion.” ae 
No reports from Santa Barbara or San Diego. 
C ojorado, —No reports. 
Ni 
Dakota, with no society in the State makes a brave repo 
through our faithful co-laborer, Mrs. Eliza Tupper W =, 
of Sioux Falls, who has distributed pamphlets and par = 
and though she feels there is no hope of re-organizing 
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to the Church of “Our Father,” the first Unitarian Church 


society there at present, yet she has great faith in the good 
'to be done by the distribution of Liberal literature. a 
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_ ing a Reading Room. 


Kansas.—One society, that of Lawrence, reports a Ladies | the charitable work is done by individuals and not by organ- 
Liberal Club with twenty-two members, which has raised | ized effort. No missionary work of any kind reported and 
$300 during the past year, and applied it to church no interest in literary clubs. 
repairs, to the Sunday school needs, and toward establish-| The Unity society of the Unitarian church of Creston 
has twenty-eight members meeting every week. Their 
The society is “* Religious, Social and Literary,’ and not | work is altogether to assist the poor and aid in defraying 
a benevolent society, nor have they any benevolent interests | the expenses of the church. Last year nearly $200 was 
outside their church. raised, of which $100 went to church expenses, the bal- 
Missouri.—The Women’s Aid Society of the First Uni-| ance to furnish the needy with clothes and food; they also 
tarian Church of Kansas City, with twenty-four members, | look after and nurse the sick among the poor. 
has been active in a variety of ways during the year. Has | The “Unity Circle” of Humboldt has thirty members 
raised $185.50 and expended it in church repairs and in and is as full of activity as any large city society with an 
charity. It aids the “ Half Acre” Mission and the City environment of clamoring demands. The members meet 
Hospital. Some of its members are active in the Women’s | for mental culture, for social ends, as well as philanthropic. 
Christian Home and Women’s Christian Temperance Union. | They also help towards defraying the church expenses. 
They contribute everything to the social life of the church | Last year they raised $182.50, which was applied to various 
and yet find time to belong to a ‘Tuesday Afternoon’ | purposes, some of it finding its way into the treasury of the 
Club for the study of history, to the “ Friends in Council,” |.Women’s Conference, and some of it going to North Platte, 
another literary club, a “Spencer Club” and the “Chatau-' while a portion helped a sick girl and enabled a family to 
~ qua Circle.” get work, and another portion went to the Post-office 
The Ladies Working Society of the “Church of the | Mission. Outside their church work they are interested in 
Unity,” St. Louis, with twenty members, raised $400 last temperance, in the Humane society and the Benedict Home. 
year by their work, and invest their ready money to be used | Beside the “Unity Circle” they have a “Unity Club” 
in future toward a church building; but individually they. composed of both ladies and gentlemen, who look after the 
have cared for the destitute, and have extended the hand of’ social life of the church, provide entertainments, and see 
kindness toward those not needing pecuniary aid so much | that strangers are not neglected. The “ Unity Club” is also 
asafriend. They work in the Girls Industrial Home, the | a literary club. Some of the ladies belong to a Shakespeare 
Flower Mission, Training School for Nurses, and Children’s | club, and some to a Chatauqua circle. They are active in 
Hospital. Some of them belong toa “ Browning Club,” the Post-ofhice mission work, and have a Church-Door Pul- 
“ Friday Club,” a“ Faust Club,” and a club for the. study of pit. In addition to all this the Humboldt society, under Miss 
French and German. They are also interested in the dis-| Safford, its minister, is having a eourse of Sunday evening 
tribution of Liberal literature by correspondence and have | lectures given by the young ladies and gentlemen on 
a Church-Door Pulpit, and have aided recently in seth ‘ Unitarianism and some Liberal Preachers in and out of 
lishing an Auxiliary to the Women’s W. U. Conference. | the Pulpit.” A novel but certainly excellent feature worthy 
The Ladies Sewing Society of the Church of the Messiah | of being copied by other societies. 
in St. Louis does not attempt to raise any money above the! Minnesota.—The First Unitarian society of Minneapolis 
current expenses of the society. They meet in the old-| has a Ladies Circle of twenty-three members, which raised 
fashioned way to make garments for the poor. The great and expended $283.98 during the past year, partly in char- 
benevolent: enterprise of the church is its large Mission | ity, and the remainder in various church expenses. The 
~ Free school, with which is connected a home department society is still in its infancy and has no distinctively benev- 
- for the temporary care of the friendless and destitute. This| olent work, though many of its ladies are interested in 
school has a board of lady managers who have charge of | benevolent enterprises outside the church and belong to 
all the work of the institution except the Sunday school. literary clubs in different parts of the city. ‘ 
The expense of this institution is about $4,000 annually,| Unity church of St. Paul has a Ladies Benevolent soci- 
which is met by a fund in the hands of the church trustees. | ety of thirty-two members, only a small portion of the 
The home usually has about thirty inmates; they have an number being active workers. Their object is to prepare 
average of forty-five in their day school to whom is given a| work for the women employed by the society who are 
hot dinner every day. The sewing school numbers two hun- | helped in this way. 
dred and twenty-five girls and the Mission Sunday school| They have raised and expended $200 since last October 
Outside this great work the | in material for garments and wages paid poor women for 
ladies of the church are interested in the W. omen’ s Chris-| making the same. 
tian Temperance Association, “Memorial Homé,” “Chil-| Outside the church they are active in many kinds of 
dren’s Hospital,” ‘Bethel Mission,” and “ Home of the | good work. Some are managers in the “ Home for the 
_ Friendless.”’ Friendless,” in the Orphan Asylum, City Relief Society, 
They still find time for a literary club in the church,| and Women’s Boarding Home. 
meeting once a month, and to belong to other clubs for the| They also have a “ Unity Club” which absorbs most of 
study of languages, philosophy and literature. About! the literary interest of the church. To that club we owe 
forty belong to an ) auxiliary tothe W. W. U. C. for the} the valuable outline studies of the poets published in 
study of Unitarian history and literature. Is it any wonder | UNITY two years ago, and since issued as a Unity Leaflet 
city parishes are obliged to lrave long vacations? All this) in pamphlet form. 
energy would be appalling if it were not divided up among | Wisconsin.—The secretary of the old society in Broad- 
so many. — head sends answer that they are holding no meetings. 
lowa.—Des Moines, no report. Madison reports no ladies society in the church. The 
Davenport, no report. church has a committee on hospitality, looking after strangers 
Keokuk, First Unitarian church, no ladies’ society. All! and promoting social good feeling in the church by arrang- 
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ing sociables, ete. All their benevolent work is done by 
individuals who act quietly and make no report. This 
church has also a literary club which is doing good work, 
and is attended largely by students from the University. 
The “ Ladies’ Society” of All Souls Church of Janesville | 
has kept the church alive ever since the latter was left with- | 


out a minister, by the absorption of Mr. Jones’ entire time | outside the church, and belong to various literary clubs. 


in the W. U. C. and Uniry. This society has twenty-six 
members, who meet every fortnight for work, and, once a. 
month, have a social in which all the church members, young 
and old, take part. It also keeps up the Sunday school and 
upholds the “ interest in the faith until they can have church 
services again.’ It also has a literary club, which is full of 
life and energy. 

The “ Ladies’ Auxiliary,” 


of Baraboo, is another society 


meeting regularly, though its members have no church serv- | church with a board of lady managers. 


ice except fortnightly, when Mr. Crooker goes to them from 
Madison. 


The ° 


‘Ladies’ Benevolent Society,’ of Milwaukee, 


wor. Italso has the care of a ward in ey city hospital. 


The ladies of this society are widely interested in benevolent | Society, raised $214.09, which was expended partly in char- 


work outside the church, as the following list of societies 
with which they are connected—appended to their report— 
will show: Humane Society, Associated Charities, Flower 
Mission, Mission Band, [hdustrial School for Girls, Infants’ 
Home, Woman's Exchange, Home for the Friendless, Prot- 
estant Orphan Asylum, City Hospital, County Visiting 
Committee, and Red Cross Society. -They also find time for 
literary clubs, art classes, etc. 

[illinois is represented by twelve societies. The twin 
societies of Buda and Shefheld each report their ordinary | s 
church work. 

In Bloomington the ladies take an active part in all the 
church work, and aid in raising the funds for current ex- 
penses. They have no separate ladies’ society. 

The * Ladies’ Society” of: the Alton church also devote 
their entire strength to the parish society, raising last year 
three hundred dollars to defray expenses. While they have 
no distinctively benevolent work within their society, they 
keep up a night school, are “interested in temperance,’ and 
‘look after the poor;’ and find time for interest in literary 
and art clubs. 


The “ Unity Society” of Geneseo has forty members, who 


also contribute toward the expenses of their society, and, in 
the phrase of their report, “help the poor.” They have in 
their society-a history club. 

The “ Unity Help Society” of Shelbyville meets weekly 
with eighteen members. The name. indicates its purpose. 


It is a help to the sick and needy and aids in defraying the 
church expenses also. The ladies of this church reverse the 
usual custom, and have a literary class which meets in sum- 


mer, taking a vacation in winter. 


The “ Ladies Industrial” of Quincy devotes its entire ener- 
gies to providing for church expenses, having raised $300 


during the year and expended it in church repairs. A few 
are interested in benevolent work outside the church. 
belong to “Unity Club;” several to 


“Friends in Council,” 
the “ Atlantic” and “ Round Table.” | 


To report in detail the varied and multiplied activities and 
interests of the four Chicago churches will cumulate an un- 
equal portion around this center, and readers must bear in 
mind that Chicago is the only city within the Conference 
numbering four societies. The oldest society, the “Church 
of the Messiah,” has a weekly “Industrial and Benevolent 
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All 


| chure h he ‘long to varlous he ‘ne vole nt organizations outside 
the church. 


with | are interested in the 


| 


twenty-five members, meets weekly to make garments for the | have a Church-Door Pulpit. 


—— 


Society,’ which combines sociability, industry, benevolence 
and financiering; the latter quite effectively, as it realized 
from various sources $583.62 last year. This church sup- 
ports a free kindergarten, toward which the ladies societ 
contributes, and has just organized an Industrial School. 
The ladies of the church have many benevolent interests 


The “Ladies Aid Society” of Unity church has fifty- 
seven members, meeting every week for benevolent work. 
They have raised $452.42 during the year ending Dee. 11th, 
1883. Since that time they have sent a large box of goods 
to the sufferers by the flood in Ohio, and also raised a good 
deal of money for that and other benevolent work not re- 
ported by their secretary. Their great benevolent work is 
their Industrial: School, which is now under care of the 
The ladies of the 
and also to a number of lite rary clubs. They 
distribution of Liberal literature and 
The Third Unitarian Church, through its Ladies’ Aid 
ity and partly to defray church expenses. The ladies of this 
church are also active in the * Newsboys’ Home,” “ Indus- 
trial School for Girls” and «‘ Home for the Friendless,” and 
belong to several literary clubs. 
The ladies of “All Souls Church” are organized into a 
band of workers calling themselves the 8. C. 5. M., meaning 
social, charitable, Sunday school and missionary divisions or 
sections. They have an annual fee and each section has its 
chairman, who is responsible for the management of that 

section. The society is-small, only eighteen members, but 
they raised $78.00 last year, which, has been used in charity 
and in Post-office Mission work and Church-Door Pulpit. 
There is a Unity Club belonging to the society which has 
two sections, one devoted to the study of Browning, the 
other the Odyssey, and they have a History class and a Ger- 


man class. The church sent $30 to Marietta, Ohio, in 
aid of the sufferers by the flood. 

Geneva, Rockford and Monmouth make no report. 

Indiana.—No report. 

Michigan. —The *“ Ladies’ Congregational Society” of De- 
troit have been actively engaged during the year; have a — 
membership of forty, meeting weekly, which raised $400, — 
most of which has been appropriated toward paying off the — 
mortgage on their church, the balance in benevolent work 
among the families of the poor. The ladies of this society — 
are nearly all engaged in outside benevolent work, in an | 
Industrial School, a Charity Kindergarten, ete., and also — 
belong to a Women’s Club. 4 

The “ Ladies’ Unitarian Society” of Jackson is composed — 
of all the ladies of the church, who meet for social enjoyment — 
and to raise money to defray the expense of the church 
music, but the amount for the past year was not given. - 
They also have a Literary Club. a 

The “Incidental Club” of Kalamazoo must take care of ~ 
a large portion of the church expenses, as they raised $1,200 4 
last year toward the expenses of the church. They number 
thirty members. 

The “ Unitarian Bee” of Grand aii with thirfy mem-— 
bers, has care of the social life of the church and after that 4 > 
helps to support the choir and defray some other church — 
expenses. They have benevolent activities outside the 
church, not specified. 


The “Church Workers” of Sherwood have fifty meme 


support. 
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bers, who meet fortnightly. Their efforts are devoted to 
lifting the debt on the college, toward which they have paid 
$100 the past year and have also sent $10 to the W. W. 
U.C 


Ohio.—The “ Ladies Social Society” of Marietta meets 
every two weeks with an average of sixty in attendance 
for “social intercourse,”’ but it seems to have been quite 


Fair $350, which has been expended for the churvh. The 
benevolent work of their society is a Sewing school. The 


ladies of the church are also interested in a Women’s Home, 
in Associated Charities and Relief of ‘Aged Women, and in 
Temperance work. They have a Young People’s Reading 
Club of thirty members connected with the church, and 
some others belong to the Marietta Reading Club. 

The ‘“ Ladies’ Society of the Unity” of Cleveland has 
devoted all its efforts the past year to raising money to 
furnish the church parlor, and have raised $836.36 during 
the year. The ladies of the society have been interested 


for the sick among the poor. 
They are also interested in outside benevolent. work, in a 
Day Nursery, a Dorcas Society, ete., and many of them 


not mentioned by name. 

They have a lady in charge of the local missionary work. 
The “Ladies Benevolent Society” of the Unitarian 
church of Cincinnati meets every week, and its work: is 
entirely devoted to benevolent objects. The members 
expend the money collected from fees, ete., for material to 
work up into clothing for the poor. They distributed 488 
garments to the Day Nursery and the flood sufferers. The 
‘Day Nursery was opened by this society a year ago, and has 
proven a great success under the management of Mrs. 
George Thayer. The secretary of the society writes as 
follows: “The Day Nursery deserves something more 
than a mere side remark. There have been in attendance 
from 13 to 20 babies and young children daily. The 
mothers pay a small fee daily, which has served to purchase 
the food for the day. Altogether there has been raised in 
money between $800 and $900 by contributions and enter- 
tainments given for the object. It has been carried on so 
successfully that a lady, who has lately taken a pew in the 
ehurch, urged that a second Day Nursery be opened in the 
east end of the city, to be under the entire charge of the 
‘same Unitarian ladies, she paying $75 per month for its 
The suggestion was carried out, and on the Ist 
of April a second Day Nursery was opened and promisesas 
well as the first one did.” 

The Cincinnati church has a second society within its 
control, a branch of the “ Women’s Auxiliary Conference,” 
with seventy members. The funds of this society are 
devoted to the distribution of Liberal literature, and a small 
sum to the Auxiliary Conference at Boston, and the same 
tothe W. W. U. C. The ladies of this church are con- 
nected with every benevolent work in the city, either as 
contributors or active workers to Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, the Women’s Employment Bureau, the Women’s 


2 Exchange, the Hospital for Women and Children, the 


Orphan Asylum, the Widow’s Home, the German Widow’s 


| q Home, the Old Men’s Home, the Home of the Friendless, 
_ the Home of the Maternity, the Free Kindergartens, the 
_ Kitchen Garden and the Day Nurseries. 


The members of the Women’s Auxiliary Conference 
have also formed a class for religious culture. 
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successful financially, as it realized from its meetings and a 


belong to the Unity club, a conversational club, and others | 


‘make garments for the poor. 
in the distribution of literature and have a Flower A) | isslon 
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New York.—The “Ladies Aid Society” of the First 
Unitarian church of Rochester, with a membership of 
fifty, raised $600 during the last year which was expended 
principally for church music. They are interested in benev- 
olent work outside the church, in an orphan asylum and an 
industrial school and other objects not mentioned. They 
belong to some literary clubs not specified. 

The “ Ladies Benevolent Association” of Buffalo, New 
York, has eighty members, and an average attendance of 
sixty. They work for benevolent institutions in the city 
and denomination, raising $150 during the year by fees and 
voluntary contribution for this purpose. They are directly 
interested in the Orphan Asylum, Newsboys Home avd in 
Hospitals. Outside the church beneficence fifty ladies are 
interested in benevolent institutions. They also find time 
for literary clubs, Shakespeare class, ete. 

Pennsylvania.—The “ Benevolent Sewing Circle” of 
Meadville, with a membership of seventy-five, meets to 
Several ladies are interested 
in the hospitals and in the temperance cause. Many belong 
to various literary clubs. They are also interested and 


active in the distribution of Liberal literature. 


’ 


Last to be recorded, but not least in real importance, is 
the report of the little Unitarian society at Northumber- 
land, the legacy of one of the early leaders of our faith, 
Dr. Joseph Priestley; and the post has been held by an 
apostolic succession of Priestleys. It has no pastor and 
the church work is generally done by women, even to the 
day service. 

They raised $101.84 last year and expended it on church 
repairs, and buying sermons for day reading and Sunday 
school books. They report themselves interested in the 
good work being done elsewhere, and they do all that their 
hands find to do. Five families comprise the entire 
society. 


SUMMARY. 


The forty-two societies replying to the request to send 
reports represent a membership of 1,028. Five societies 
failed to report either membership or-amount of money 
raised by their endeavors during the past year. The total 
amount acquired by the efforts of these societies so far as 
reported is $11,483. This does not include, except in four 
instances, anything contributed either to the Women’s West- 
ern Unitarian Conference or the Auxiliary Conference. 
This amount has been expended almost entirely toward the 
maintenance of their own churches and their own charities. 
The interest in the Post-office Mission and Church-Door 
Pulpit is increasing, and a large percentage, mote than halt 
of those sending reports, have a distributing table at the 
church door. 

The work at the Central office has been as general and 
varied as last year. Over eight hundred letters and postal 
cards have been written, and one hundred and twenty notices 
of meetings, committees, etc. Some of the letters were 
long and required care in their preparation, as important 
issues were connected therewith, yet there are still many 
letters waiting to be answered. One hundred and fifty of 
those letters and postal cards accompanied the first package 
of Unity Mission and A. U. A. pamphlets and were not so 
long as those written in answer to questions. 

There have been sent by mail of Unity Mission J wes era 
1,300; of A. U. A. tracts, 900. There have been distributed 
from the office and by mail 110 of Mr. Savage’s Weekly 
Sermons; and of Uniry and the Register (old copies sent 
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to us for distribution) 340, making in all 2,680. Seven 
copies of Unity and six of the Register are sent directly 
from those who have read them to recipients in the far 
West, and a line of correspondence has been started in sev- 
eral instances between the sender and receiver that has been 
of mutual benefit. 

There have been eighty-six new 
and forty of the old applicants send for other pamphlets. 


sometimes the applicant would request that the latter should | 
not be sent, unless tHe one receiving wrote asking for more 


Auxiliary branch of the Women’s Conference has started a 
applicants for literature, loan library. 
shelves, and there is money in hand to buy more. 
Many papers and pamphlets have been sent atthe request. volumes were the gift of one author, Rev. M. J. Savage, 
of applicants to others whom they felt to be interested. | and seven volumes were presented by the American Unita- 
These have usually been accompanied by a postal card, but rian Association. 


reading matter, as often they went into orthodox families | 


where ‘the one or two Liberals could not be outspoken. 


enclose postage. These have amounted to $3.48, and have 
helped to pay some of the mailing expense, 
plicant offers to pay transportation for all the 
distribution we can send him. 
orthodoxy and is still zealous. 


He is a late convert from 
Some ve ry inte resting r letters 


A recent ap- | 
material for | 


have been received, but their very interest guards them from | 


publication as touching upon personal experience too closely. | 


One applican€ said the literature would be welcome 1 in “a| est Increases rather than flags. 


family of eight Liberals, all of strong opinions.” He after- 
ward expressed satisfaction with the snoterial received, but 


declined sending other addresses, as requested, as he did not 


know what object we could have in distributing papers and | strangers to each other, is not to be undervalued. 


pamphlets. He evidently feared some fradulent scheme and 
had no faith in the disinterestedness of Liberal religion. A 
letter emphasizing the motives of the Women’s Conference, 
and also pointing out some of the duties of ‘“ Liberals” 
ward others not so enlightened, evidently re-assured him, as 
he sent the letter to another person who replied to it, asking 
for tracts for himself, and more to distribute. Said he had 
Channing’s works and someof Robert Collyer’s, and thought 

KR ‘ollyer superior to Channing.” 

The applicants cover a great territory—lllinois, Lowa, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, West Virginia, Ohio, 
diana, Michigan, New York, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Dakota, | 


Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado, and a letter just received 


“Without 


from Germany from a faithful Unitarian, Says: 
moving Heaven and earth [ have made one proselyte ; will you 
send me two or three very simple tracts which will set forth 
clearly the elementary doctrines of the faith. He says he 
is quite convinced intellectually, but how will he get that 
spiritual glow and fervor which will vitalize his belief.” 


The excellent report of Mrs. C. T. Cole in Unity of 


April Ist, gave some of the results of her work in this 
distribution as director of the Women’s (Conference. She 
wishes also to say that the Women’s Auxiliary Conference 
last year sent her three barrels of magazines and bound 
volumes which she has put into active circulation through 
the medium of country school teachers. 

She thinks this may stimulate others to utilize magazines 
that are stored away in garrets. In concluding an earnest 
letter about her work she says: “I feel’much happier over 
the fact that we have set others at work than over the little 
I have done myself.” 

Mrs. Effinger, who has been working for the Conference 
in the same direction, writes: “I have found helpers in 
some of my correspondents; one having sent for ten copies 
each of several pamphlets to distribute in the neighborhood.” 
Another sends a list of names. . 


' 


| been over one hundred all winter, 
the meetings bringing together members of the four societies, 


| 


to- | 


AY the original intention of a Reading Room at the headquar- 
few of the applicants have sent stamps, and several of those 


sending lists of names have also been thoughtful enough to| to orthodox ministers. 
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In Minnesota Miss Jennie E. McCaine is busy carrying — 
on the same work, as director for the Women’s Confersasal 
while several of the Chicago directors have taken upon 
themselves some of the correspondence. 

In addition to the circulation of pamphlets the Chicago 
Forty volumes of standard books are on the ~ 
Kleven — 


Some of the books are now out doing mis- 
-sionary work, and we hope to see them widely circulated — 
before another Conference. | 

It is also the intention to duplicate most of them that — 


? 


ters may be realized. Several of the books are now loaned 


Within two weeks three ministers, 
one Methodist, one Baptist and one Presbyterian, have 
applied for Liberal literature. 

The Chicago Women’s Unitarian Association has had 
another very active and profitable year. It now numbers 
196 members who are also members of the Women’s Con- 
ference. 

The topics have been varied and instructive, and the inter-  ~ 
The average attendance has — 
and the social element in 


so se parated by miles “of distance as to be practically 
[t is a pleasure also to be able to report a kindred organ- & 
ization in St. Louis, quite recently started with about forty 
members. = 
[t is unquestionable that the usefulness of this Confer- — 
ence would be greatly increased if these auxiliaries were ~ 
more unive rsally established. 


REVIEW. 
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We are inclined, in looking at results, to forget the slow — 
processes by which a tangible reality has been evolved from a 
an idea. This must be the apology for recounting, briefly, —~ 
in the present report, the steps of a movement which was - 
not only intended as an effort to garner and record the work — 
of the Unitarian women of the West, but to inspire them — 
with a larger, fuller and more emphasized interest in the ~ 
history and spirit of the faith they professed, as well as a_ 
more active and personal co-operation with the letter and — 
purpose of the assembly of representative delegates for 
council known as the Western Unitarian Conference. eS 

That which is of vital moment to humanity is seldom — 
something looked upon from without. We may in such ¥ 
case sympathize, take sides and form opinions, but the thing © 
for which we work, become martyrs, if necessary, is not 
that in which we take only a vicarious part. To some of 
the thoughtful, the growing indifference, the loosely held ~ 
opinions which allowed professed Unitarians to alhy them-— 
selves to any other organization at the call of policy, or 
pleasure or whim, much as they would change the style of 
a garment, was an indication that one radical defect calling — 
for remedy lay in the dearth of denominational clanship. 3 4 
Could not women give a new impetus to loyalty and help to — 
revive the zeal, without the dogmatism of other religious — 
bonds? But how? The Western Unitarian Conference / 
professedly opened its doors to women, but they were con-* — 
tent to stand back. The Conference.did not urge them to — 
participate, and though names of women were on the list 
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of the Board of Directors of the Conference for several 
years they took no part in directing and did not attend the 
meetings of the Board. The indifference was about equally 
divided. No woman’s name appeared on the Conference 
programme, neither did she protest because of the omission. 
A few, a very few, men and women deplored this, and held 
eouncil together, suggesting remedies, but realizing more 
and more that nothing would break this crust of indifference | 
but some decided initiatory step, committing the women of 
the Conference to action. Accordingly the Western Con- | 
ference in May, 1877, at Toledo, Ohio, passed the following | 
resolution : 


“That the women of the Western Unitarian churches be re- 
quested to immediately organize for the purpose of co-operating 
in the general efforts of the Western Conference.” 


Not until February, 1878, was there a sign of response 


_ from the women of the Western Conference in any part of | 


' 


the vineyard, near or remote; then a few women in Chicago 
roused to enough interest to question themselves as to their | 
responsibility and gathered together to discuss the situation. | 


_~ This was the beginning of the Women’s Liberal Union of 


Chicago, a movement very nebulous in its first stages, as_to 
plan or purpose, but asking for a place on the programme | 
of the Western Conference. The request was granted, and | 
Mrs. Celia P. Woolley was appointed to give a paper at the 
next Conference. At that Conference, held June 4, 1878, 
at the Church of the Messiah in Chicago, a committee from | 


the Women’s Liberal Union presented resolutions expressive | 


of their willingness and desire to share in its labors and re- | 


sponsibilities, and further asking that a woman be elected 
to the office of Assistant Secretary, to have charge of all 
correspondence and general business relating to the work of 
women therein. 

The Conference elected Frances L. Roberts as Assistant 

Secretary. 

The Women’s Liberal Union held meetings once a month 
with varying degrees of enthusiasm. They were not satis- 
factory, but it was a groping toward something better. 
the autumn of that year the Liberal Union united with the 
Western Conference in establishing the Headquarters, and 

ut the Assistant Secretary in the rooms as superintendent. 
The meetings of the Liberal Union were continued and held 


__ in the new Headquarters instead of in the Athenzeum, as 


ay: A systematic plan of study, carefully complie 
xy Mrs. Woolley under the title of “ Religion in History,” 
was adopted and followed by a portion of the class for two 
years. 


The membership of the union was small, but its efforts 
had made a central home for the Western Unitarian inter- 


- ests; and through that anchorage alone made possible the 


present success of Unity and the Western Unitarian Sun- 
day School Society. 

The duties of the Assistant Secretary, who had also the 
business care of Unity, were increased four fold by the 
opening of a Headquarters. All the drudgery of Unrry, 
which in those days of poverty meant directing wrappers, 
folding and mailing papers, as well as keeping the subscrip- 
tion list, answering letters, watching printers, paying bills, 


_ and proof reading, devolved upon one person; and these 


were also the early days of that splendid publishing revival 
which has given the Western Sunday School Society its 
present prestige and glory, and this care, together with a 
small stock of Unitarian books on sale, also devolved upon 


the Assistant Secretary with only the help of a boy. It 


* 
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was impossible that the work could be well done, it were 
somewhat of a miracle that it ware done at all. 

At the May Conference in 1879, held at Cincinnati, a 
few women representing the Chicago Liberal Union called a 
meeting to present the claims of the Headquarters as well 
as to bring up again the spirit of the previous resolutions 
at Chicago, but no effort was made for a more defined 
organization or action. 

Through the year the work at the Headquarters went 
steadily on, strengthening and redeeming its field of opera- 
tions, all made possible by the assistance of the women of 
Western Conference. Not a Sunday School that 
used the lessons or cards of the Western Unitarian Sunda 
School Society, nor a reader of Unity but was benefited 
insomuch as they cared for the lesson, or the paper, by the 
efforts of these women. They were one of the links of a 
chain of providences. This was worthy work, still it was 
hand service,‘and only another name for duty. There was 
needed the glow of a service out of which this giving 
would spring as a glad offering, and not as a penance. 

At the Conference held in Milwaukee, June 14, 1880, 
place was given on the Conference programme for a report 
upon “ Women’s Work,” and an able and thorough report 


was made of Women’s Work in the Western Conference by 


Mrs. 8. C. Ll. Jones, who more than any other woman in 

the Western Conference knows the meaning of women’s 

work for a denomination. : 
There was also a report of the results of the ‘“ Liberal 


Union” in Illinois, made by Mrs. C. J. Richardson, of 
Princeton. These reports are still good reading. 


| One year later, in the Conference at St. Louis, in 1881, a 
portion of the time was allotted to the women of the Lib- 


eral Union to make reports of their work and confer 
together about plans for the future. The meeting assem- 
bled and before it closed the Women’s Western Unitarian 
Conference had an existence. Another meeting- was 
appointed for the afternoon, and at the second session some 
enthusiasm prevailed, and a resolution to claim the entire 
time and pay the entire salary of a Secretary carried quite 
unanimously, but was afterward changed, and the Secretary 
of the Women’s Conference was again made Assistant 
Secretary of the W. W. U. C. The following May (1882), 


in Cleveland, the resolution was again presented and this 


In 
| time stood without change. 


| At the Conference held in this city last May, it was 
decided by a vote of the Board of Directors to employ only 


: 
’ 
; 


| half the time af the Secretary ; releasing her also from 
daily office duty. Upon attempting to draw this line so as 
to leave the supposed unemployed time free, the Secretary 
arranged to spend only certain days in the week at the office, 
hoping thereby to discharge the duties within the allotted 
limit. The days have been observed, but the constantly 
increasing duties have come to cover almost the entire time; 
and yet the Secretary feels that the accomplishment in 
every department is far short of what she would gladly 
have made it. 


~* CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion I wish to say that I feel I must withdraw 
from this work, with which I have been so closely identified 
for the past six years, and into which I have put so much 
more than the service of my hands. I leave it with the 


hope that whatever worth there has been in my endeavors 
may be cumulative and help to realize the ideal toward which 
| my efforts have been directed, that of a helpful alliance of 
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the Unitarian Women of the West, an alliance which shall; Mr. SUNDERLAND.—A tract, “ Who are Saved?” 1,000 
not only be inspiring and strengthening to remote individ-| copies. “Unity, a Sermon,” in Detroit Times, and a con- 


uals, but which shall enable them to move as a unit to that | venient library list of liberal books for lending. 
success which combination and codperation assures to any 


PACIFIC COAST. “7 
worthy cause. I trust some one will be found immediately Mu. Eusot—Pamplilets on “ Authority and: Lamia 4 
to take the vacated place and to bring in fresh plans and | ., Lsktew enth Jedaa™” “Temnecanen” ‘ Weinaala ae 
earnest convictions. I have no suggestions to make in re- | ges Br veto BE es pe Benelwurente” helena tii 
yard to these, but will be glad to assist in any way possible, | p 3 é Serene i ade : _— 
for though withdrawing from the active duties, | neither "Mr. + sneha : gets is eed. Ti ttertan'- aa 
resign my interest nor my fealty in a work to which I have | “The R. ligious Problem of To-ds — Ne ee 
viven my best energies fur many years. pines ‘ ihetedinns 


COLORADO, 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION OF| Mk. Gisps.—Pamphlet sermon upon Robt. Ingersoll, 
THE WESTERN UNITARIAN CONFERENCE, | "4 essays In journals. 


| IOWA AND MINNESOTA. 


Mr. CusHING,—NSix articles in Ever un orn 
J. €. LRARNED, CHAIRMAN, a ae ae oe 
(on ‘ ‘ Misconceptions of Unitarianism,”’ resulting in a dis- 


cussion with a Presbyterian minister lasting three months. 
Luther had a remarkable dream. ‘I dreamed (he says) Mr. Huntinac.—A sermon on “What think ye of 


that | had a quill in my hand and the tip of it reached to/ “Christ.” maintaining the strictly Unitarian view. Also in 
Rome and overturned the Pope's throne.” That dream as | Des Moines paper a “ Unitarian Creed,’ in distinction from 
we know had a very remarkable fulfillment. Never was a the newly devised creed of orthodoxy. 


busier quill than Luther's, never one fraught with amore | Mr. Jupy.—‘ The Higher Relief,’ published in Daven- 
important consequences. After Luther's burning of the’ port Democrat. 
Pope’s bull outside the Elster Gate at Wittenberg, the | Mr. (GANNETT. —A tract by the A. U. A.—* Wrestling 
best races stepped out of the Pope's empire, and bulls from | and Blessing.” A Sunday School manual.—*The Christ- 
Rome have been laughing stock ever since. | mas Poem and Christmas Fact.” Articles in Unrry. 
We have our dream, which is that the new printed page}. * Mr. Simmons.—Pamphlets on “Martin Luther,” and 
P 
| 


, 
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is to destroy idolatry and superstition and spiritual despot-| “Growing Idea of God.” Also in Minneapolis papers on 
ism. We are just entering upon our era of publication in| “ Art and Christianity,’ and ‘‘ Wendell Phillips.” 
‘the West, and we see no limit to its possibilities of enlight- 7 


enment. The tract with the latest revealed truth, with a | , MISSOURI. | 
hint of a reconstructed religion, must go to speak the word| Mr. Snyper.—Has had many sermons published in the 
where as yet no man can be sent. It is henceforth anointed | daily papers. a ast 7 
to preach the gospel to the poor, it is sent to heal the bro- | Mr. |.EARNED.— ‘Story and Principles of Unitarian- | 
ken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and ism,” in U nity | Mission Series, and his society has publish- a 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that | 2,000 copies of sermons 00 * Character and Progress,” a 
are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. “Luther and his Times,” “ After Christmas,” a study ‘of 


Your committee, since its appointment, has sought to_ society, and “ Ethical Theism. or Matthew Arnold’s Idea of 
find 6ut what was going on within the limits of this Con-| God.” 


ference, what needs existed, and to lend its aid in bringing ILLINOIS AND INDIANA. “ 
to your notice and encouraging such work as was practica-| Mr. BLake.—Three sermons in Chicago Times, articles — 
ble. 


It has been careful not to lead the Conference into! and poems in UNIry, and a book of services and songs for : 
debt or dishonor, never having asked for any appropriation | Sunday School Festivals. | 
whatever. The reports have revealed the fact that a great | | Mr. Jones.—Besides editorials in Untry, “The Hell 
deal of writing and publishing goes on in our Western | | that Remains,’ and “The Unpardonable Sin.” Also — 
towns, and yet only a specimen of what is done is indicated “Jesus,” in the Church-Door-Pulpit and Unity Mission ~ 
in the account we give to-day. It has been an encourage- | Series and a lecture before Hahneman College ae 3 
ment to hear of the writers upon secular themes among us, class entitled “The Minister and the Doctor.” 
and so we have named those as far as their names come to Mr. Urrer.—Five or six sermons in the Chicago Times % 
our knowledge. It is not likely that reports in this form | and article on “John Brown” in North American Review. 3 : 
will be continued annually. | Mr. Errincer.—1000 copies of “ How to use the Bible,” ~ 
MICHIGAN. F | “'The Relation of Each to All” in UNrry, and on “ Ration- ~ 
Mr. ALcorr.—Review and reply to Messrs. Chainey and alam if Religion," in Streator daily paper, with many Tea 
Watts in Kalamazoo Telegraph. har ie ‘ 
Me. (' Saginaw 4 R. Bow SER.—“ God in Man, 
Courier, Expres and News. Also sation in The Index. | ™¥*™™ ile journals. = 
Mr. Forpus.—4,000 copies of various sermons | OHIO AND PENNSYLVANIA. Be. 
pamphlet, and too many to mention in the Detroit papers.| Mr. Hosmer.—‘ An Open Letter,” 
Also abstracts of a course of weekly lectures on Buddhism of sermons in Cleveland journals. 
and other subjects. Series of sermons published at $12; Mr. THAYER.—Three — The beginning of a series — 
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and other sermons in s 


and various reports ~ 
Ss 


per thousand. von Reasonable Religion. “The False Robe of Chriss | 
Mr. Savaer.—Has published articles in the Mt. Pleas- | tianity;” 2, “The ioe Arnold Idea;”’ 3, “The Im- 
ant papers. Subjects not given. mortal Life.” 
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Pror. Cary.— The New Crusade of the Red Cross,” 
an article in the Unitarian Review for May. 

Pres. LiverMoRE.—“ Anti-Tobacco,’ a volume con- 
sisting of two lectures by Dr. Livermore and Rev. R. 
L. Carpenter, and an essay by Dr. Wister of Wiconsin. 
Roberts Bros. 


NEW YORK. 

Mr. Powreti.—Many pamphlets. “ Why do I Believe 
in Prayer?” ‘Martin Luther.’ “Buddha.” “A Bun- 
dle of Parodoxes.” “Heredity.” ‘‘ Education.” 
volume of lectures on “ Evolution,” to come. 

Mr. Mann.—Half a dozen sermons in pamphlet, and as 
many more in the Rochester dailies. ‘‘ Thanksgiving.” 
“The Theatre,’ among other subjects. Also articles on 
astronomy in Sidereal Messenger. 


OTHER WRITERS. 


Cuicaco.—Mrs. EK. E. Marean, Mrs. C. P. Woolley, 
Mrs. 8. C. LI. J ones, in Unity and Register, Mrs. EK. T. 
Leonard, editor of Little [ nity. 

CINCINNATI.—Mrs. Fayette Smith, in Sunday papers 
and magazines. Mrs. V. J. Elleard and Mrs. Alice W. 
Brotherton have published religious poems. 

CLEVELAND.—E. D. Stark, Esq., writes for The Jndez. 
H. F. Dunham has contributed to the Journal of the Asso- 
ciation of Engineering Societies on “ Narrow Gauge 
Railroads.” 

East SAGINAW.—Clarence L. Davis has written for the 
Current and The Continent. KR. P. Lewis in the News, 
Charles Ellis in the News, IJnter-Ocean, Transcript and 
Index. 

GREELEY, CoL.—Capt. D. Boyd has written for local 
papers a series of articles on “ Mormonism.” 

MINNEAPOLIS.—Clay McCauley, a pamphlet on “Im- 
mortality in the Light of the Physical Sciences.” 

Quincy.—Mrs. Anna McMahan, numerous articles in 
Unity, The Current, Continent and Register. Mrs. A. L. 
Parker, “ Little Ones in Sunday School,” published as a 
_ leaflet by the Western Unitarian Sunday School Society. 
St. Louts.—Dr. W. A. Hardaway, “ Essentials of Vace- 
_ ination,’ (a hand book for physicians.) Prof. C. W. 
Woodward, “ Fruits of Manual Training,” in Hducation. 
Prof. J. K. Hosmer, “Samuel Adams, the Man of the 
Town-Meeting,” in John Hopkins University Studies. 
Prof. Charles A. Smith, a volume on “Construction of 
Boilers, and Growth of the Steam Engine.” Prof. J. B. 
_ Johnson on “ Remedies for Mississippi Overflow,” which 
_ with Mr. Robert Moore's “Sewerage in Kansas City”? may 
| be found in the Journal of the Association of Engineering 
_ Societies. Hon. Albert Todd has written a pamphlet on 
- “Cremation.” Judge 8. D. Thompson, various law books. 
Mr. H. B. Page has contributed sundry articles on “‘ Budd- 
hism;” Mr. Thomas Dimmiack to the highest class of 
editorial work, and the author of “ Bethesda” is supposed 
_ to be of our fellowship. 

' And now for a column of 


WANTS AND SUGGESTIONS. 


Mr. Utter wants a ‘Sunday School song book that the 
_ children would like.” Mr. Sunderland suggests the repub- 
_ lication in this country of Clodd’s “Jesus of Nazareth,” as 
the best. book he has found on this theme. Mr. Connor 


» says: “We need more brief, crisp statements of rational 
_ belief for gratuitous distribution, and a vast better periodi- 
Mr. Gibbs “would be glad 


_ eal than UNniry is at present.” 


And a} 


_ 


to see plain statements of the agnostic pvusition regarding 
future right and wrong, with reasons. We need a whole 
literature upon an ethical (scientific) basis, so much more 
exists upon intuitive and supernatural ground.” Mr. Hos- 
mer expresses hope for the enterprise of the Church-Door 
Pulpit, which has been maintained in Cleveland with sue- 
cess, and many papers and tracts distributed and sent by 
mail to applicants. It is proposed to increase this line of 
work by adding a small loan library to the mission. Mr. 
Forbush wants “short statements of what modern Unita- 
rians believe on special topics, as God, Jesus, the Bible, ete.” 
Can not some plan be devised by which men who are pub- 
lishing can exchange with others? (A central bureau _per- 
haps.) It would be more useful than Chureh-Door Pulpit. 
Mr. Jones declares that ‘‘the one work most important is 
to strengthen and solidify Unity. Our cause will not be 
secure in the West until Uniry becomes a self-supporting 
and self-reliant paper.” Further ‘a volume of responsive 
readings for the congregation and minister after the man- 
ner of ‘Unity Services and Songs,’ ought to be growing.” 
Also “a minister’s hand-book after the pattern of Savage's 
book, but the result of five or six different hands, much 
more carefully prepared and with reference to matter not 
reprinted, with blank inter-leaves.” Also ‘a neat, small 
volume of sermons setting forth the church life according 
to the Unity Ideal; a book suitable for a minister's presen- 
tation at marriages—some bound with blank for autograph 
of church membership, to give young people on joining the 
church, or to put into the hands of the little babe when 
christened, as a keepsake.” Mr. Jones further says “our 
pamphlet publications should grow less and less controver- 
sial in combatting orthodoxy. It is pretty near time for us 
to treat its doctrines with silent contempt, and to set forth 
our positive religious convictions, the constructive power of 
the new faith. I have an ambition to see the names of our 
best thinkers and writers appear more often in non-denomi- 
national print. If they make a fame in: literature, their 
word in religious circles will weigh all the more.” Mr. 
Cronyn wants “responsive services for Western churches— 
simple, spiritual, rational, beautiful,’ and Mr. Judy would 
have a circular sent to Eastern churches, asking informa- 
tion concerning the members of their flock, who have 
moved West, that they may be reached by our publications 
and invited to our meetings. Mr. Gannett says ‘we want 
a series of short tracts, church door distribution to be en- 
couraged in every Western church, post-office mission to be 
encouraged in two or three Western churches, Women’s 
Western Conference to wake up! Better spelling in the pub- 
lication committee blanks! A genius wanted to devise 
methods of circulation and create hunger and thirst.” 


METHODS OF MEETING THESE WANTS. 


Many of these wants and suggestions the committee feels 
are very live ones. As fast as our friends in the churches 
can give the means, some of them can be met without appro- 
priations from any general fund. Something. has already 
been accomplished. The Unity Mission series of tracts has 
already extended to nine numbers. And when you remember 
that some are very recent, it must be considered a favorable 
beginning, that of 11,500 copies, nearly 7,000 have already 
been sold or otherwise distributed. The series will be in- 
creased as the demand and the means for extending this 
work appear. 

The repeated solicitations for short tracts, in connection 
with the frequently expressed inquiry concerning Theodor 
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Parker’s views, have led to the idea of an entire series of 
strong, pithy ‘extracts from his writings—some of the most 
telling thoughts on God, Jesus, the Bible, Duty, Man and 
his Destiny, to be published, if practicable, under the name 
of the “Theodore Parker Series.” If the friends of Parker 
both Kast and West could join in this enterprise, there would 
be no doubt of its success. We hope in this way to lead 
many to a fuller acquaintance with his works. We already 
have permission from Mr. F. B. Sanborn to use in this way 
the “Discourse of Religion,’ which is perhaps the most 
important volume for this project. 


CHURCH-DOOR PULPIT. 


Want of material for general circulation led to the plan 
of this new publication. At our last meeting the commit- 
tee outlined its purpose to the Conference. Since then 
finding a considerable number of interested friends it has 
now taken shape and fulfillment. It was the aim of the 
committee to furnish through the Church-Door Pulpit a 
broad and representative list of thought-helping or life- 
helping discourses at the lowest. rate. The responses both 
from the societies interested in the circulation of these pub- 


lications and from writers, have been gratifying. Whether 
it will be continued beyond this year is uncertain. We can 


make no promises, as the plan was in the nature of an ex- 

periment, and to meet a demand which may hereafter be 

met in some other way. But we think the lesson will not 

be lost,—that of a willingness and desire to embrace in its 

fraternal scope and purpose all shades of earnest thoughtful 

men who are in any matter related to us by kindred aim. 
UNITY. 

It is especially gratifying to be able to announce that 
through the able management of Mr. Kerr and our con- 
nection with the Colegrove Book Company, Uniry has 
reached a paying basis. That is, there are no deficits to be 
made up by its interested friends, and there is a clear sur- 
plus above expenses. This without paying anything for 
the editor’s work. What is now needed is to push it forward 
until it pays handsomely—not for any profit to those who 
have it in charge, but that these gains may do exactly what 
Mr. Connor wants, ‘make a vastly better periodical than 
UNITY is at present.’ Less gratuitous work on and for it. 
better pay for all and some for special contributions. 

The next thing, which must come soon, is to make it a 
weekly, at the end of the year, we think, at the farthest. To 
make this step more speedy and certain and secure, it is 
only necessary that its present patrons put forth a little 
effurt in its behalf. We should regard such a consumma- 
tion now a great gain to our cause. The publishers are 
ready to undertake it as soon as they can afford to secure 


the additional editorial labor which such a change will 
demand. 


CALENDAR OF ALL SOULS. 


The committee on publication is glad to call attention to 
the following suggestion of a calendar. There has been 
prepared for the press by one of our scholarly men a “ (Cal- 
endar of All Souls” for 1885. In the words of the author 
‘Its design, agreeing slightly with the caleridar of Comte. 
is to make each day the anniversary of some heroic man or 
woman whose life or career presents elements of emulation, 
chosen from a most catholic review of the great names. It 
has given a special importance to the moral heroic and relig- 
ious side of every pec mes man of religion, musician, scien- 


best sources, the desire being to take the last word of criti- 
cism on such men by those who know and love them best. 
Arnold, Sainte Beuve Scherer, Milman, Emerson, Ranke, 
Carlyle are largely drawn on for these notices, as also the 
9th Ed. Brittannica, Biographie Genérale, Grove’s Diction- 
ary of Musicians, Lewes’ Philosophy, ete. 

The day selected for each hero of the Calendar of All 
Souls is his birth or death-day where possible. Each Sunday 
has a noted man of religion, ranging from Gautama to 
Chunder Sen; while each month has a Sunday devoted to a 
great world-religion’s leader, as Jesus on December 25th, 
Gautama in July, ete. We believe that to many such a 
publication would be helpful to thought and life. 


REPORT OF THE MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL 
SCHOOL FOR 1883-4. 


The whole number of students in attendance during the 
year has been twenty-one. . Six, viz., Messrs. Danforth, 
Greer, Heddzeus, Lyche, Peirce and Wright take part in 
the anniversary exercises of the school, June 12, and- go 
forth to their life-work. One, Mr. Heddzeus, takes the 
degree of B. D. Besides the regular exercises of the resi- 
dent teachers, valuable lectures on Ethics, the Postulates of 
Revelation, and the administration of the Christian churches 
have been and will be given by gentlemen from abroad, 
Rey. Drs. Peabody and Hill, and Rev. A. D. Mayo. The 
funds of the school have been increased by the continued 
payment towards the $50,000 assured to the school by the 
National Conference of Sept., 1882, at Saratoga. The whole 
has been subscribed and all paid into the treasury of the 
school but something over $5,000. This sum will proba-— 
bly be placed in the school at an early day. Fortunately 
by this means a full professorship will be justified to add to 
our present teaching force. We hope to secure an incum-. 
bent to this office who will command the confidence and 
approval of those who have given us the means thus to add 
to the efficiency of the school. As the Meadville School is 
now the only one which distinctly proposes to prepare persons 
for the Unitarian Christian Ministry in this country, we 
shall look for in the future, as we have enjoyed in the past, — 
the aid and help, material and moral, both of means and 
men, to carry out this purpose to a successful fulfillment. 
A. A. LIVERMORE. 


TREASURER’S REPORT TO THE WESTERN 
UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. 


I herewith submit a general statement of receipts and 
expenditures for the past year, together with detailed state- 
ments of amounts received from the several churches, of 
amounts from annual membership dues, and of contributions 
for specific objects, account book and vouchers. We began — 
the year with a balance of $395.03 on hand, and closed the — 
year with a balance of $648.81 on hand as shown. This — 
enhancement arises rather from diminution of the Secre- 
tary’s salary than from any increase of contributions. The — 
majority of the contributing societies delay their payments 
till near the close of the year, and this causes a 
venience in administering the affairs of the Conference dur- 
ing the first half or two-thirds of the year. Attention of — 
pastors and all active friends is earnestly called to the em- 


tist, philanthropist, etc. The notices are taken from the very 


barrassment thus occasioned. The expenses are incurred 


£ 
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throughout the year uniformly and our resources should be 
at command correspondingly. Promptness gives added 
value to all contributions. 

The propriety of appointing a committee to audit these 
accounts is suggested. 


JOSEPH SHIPPEN. Treasurer. 
May 14. 1884. 
> | 


APPORTIONMENT AND CONTRIBUTIONS FOR YEAR IS83—4. 


Societies. Apportionment. Paid. 
adn ia a clad « eannidinnh ae $ 2000 §$ 20 00 
I EMI a on knnchactpsugeusine cageeyseecees 25 OO 25 OO 
a onan dul 10 00 10 00 
i ess sc6sb seek eevsavaeees veewesevcoues 10 00 eeeekes 
NS “CUB ina ipcncievevestduccecsscvsccats 30 00 30 00 
Sa LANL GEG 4c nccscidaece i costécdyses cel sccés 10 00 wcabaas 
EE CAEN a aced bdag bwa canecssesblue os oacebcéeie 125 0 125 OO 
Chicago, Church of Messiah.................. 300) OO b00) OO 

Fo MY RATE odcccccrsscccssescccesece S00 OO 300 OO 
** Third Chureh....................00005. 50 OO 50 OO 
‘* All Souls Church..................... 20 OO 21 66 
I, HENS sip 5 ho cs sesese cocsicegevescvonsnee 250 OV 250 OO 
NON ites cnn ivebsbactchineseveyareosnes 100 00 LOO OO 
ER EE Ee ff aaa 
I 10 00 
cn ccc ciiusseshdddiectsetnsaeses 20 OO 20 00 
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I, BOONE. «cc cccncesccctuecesd cacas cence 20 00 10 00 
ERR ra ne Soa re Fa = 100 OO 100 00 
I, NR ccc anas eanibscngeocape asad 25 OO eenees 
EN tnetenshideduncnsesesseucener ence 15 00 15 OO 
TER a ia PERE TER ANE a a EE 25 OO 25 OO 
ARREST SACRE AiG Glenna pepe 20 00 20 OO 
nna MOG acs oe Wiss ddéscteneedan 25 OO 
i ntcesieisivdcstecckdiseccswssueseken ae eee 
i  civibsdncebhs estinnsebssegsccséncgtess , bf At: 
SENET EI AP ECP RPM 10 00 10 00 
Es davis ciconav cht wadecddaKackohuaned: naceuel 5 UV 
SER Se Te CN, ane ee 10 OO 
sss sdidnnacsinianensbehinan d4. i. Fie 
EEE a eee ee NE ae a a a 2 ear re ee 
TE, oiicbdben dannecapenncadin’ sxtansseel 4 aE 
ois eka GiShie ou bes shediace 15 00 5 OO 
LS: MD ccheseenes slsbiceteorpestcsees: 20 00 
ESS SS Sa ee es aR aE I y RE re 
ETP OR RS CR EE ORO - ee 
ESE TE DR OCA OTRO 10 0O 10 OO 
I a 20 OO 
Ei 5a cettad ob cieeonnensiees ines 10 OO 
aria nal) con casuivanassauseeihles 75 OO wisest 
IN <osecscuccsdveesss vucssbusiccisixa 25 OO 25 00 
IIIT. 5.6 sApbbs 55 s60ne: cocsesaspencer on 15 WO cached 
SR iccccecearcarcerccaneencneseaecakte tt 10 OO 10 OO 
ii cienii oth ind kweadnenagdesquines 10 OO iene 
EE Ts icncsaddgedecevdetsenssees ct daha, 50 OO 27 64 
NU ruiidéeshese sesdbesccec<ée avdose 75 00 75 00 
EL MEUM idicastecedisescsecssiccecwns 25 OO 
Mount Pleasant, lowa.............ccccocsccccces 10 00 winnie 
ES Mo cd dvécnncadvicverdsiedcdeseses os 10 OO 15 OO 
Cee cas scashvssecks —ae ss oe 
sss cacknsbdanbbcens ee. 00 eae ee 
I. On cPeveacescsscccs agers sects ae to eee 
nti nns cabnasnkecdndaheed oeese ienenbe 25 OO ensues 
EE a aT aR SS a RE RT » 15 00 15 OO 
ss cise Sonbeniesctabepidu scatennessccdl - Sauer 
RRR ARIST AI ane RO Oa ORME RIE eres 20 OO 
aod kip tables da cbdneceneeyanviuicnn ion 80 OU 80 OO 
; 100 OO a 
| eae 
et ee ee 
. 10 OO 
TREE RNR re ORR Rea es: 
eR ea aRA ata a epee 
BOTTLE SLEEPER EEEEL EL Cer er tee , 10 00 mavens’ 
NS MN cbacscnscccesasgasessiccévescdecsus 20 00 20 00 
St. Louis, Church of Messiah................. 500 00 500 00 


tee Ss P : Z, : <i ’ %, ay by 
~ bas "9 i he "ey ; > ~~ ee > * & — * - 


Pee oF bee 


St. Louis, Church of Unity..........ccceesceee 80 00 | 
Sh EE Inset ccbnagedcvctenss ectcccsccvesess 100 00 100 00 
WOOO, Wei sisscrececcceccccccecsss esecccceces woe” Nee 
Topeka, Kans.................006. 0b 6b betedectucet wetdeoe 10 00 
DORR css ccciccccdevocccsccsstocsocsotes $3,250 00 $2,489 30 
GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
RECEIPTS. 
BAlamle From Last FOOT esicsiccssccscicccecccccesvesascveeseccess $ 395 08 
From Church Contributions...........cccccccccccscccstcscceces 2.489 30 
TS . FOCAL COMETIDUEIORE. 0. ssc ccicccscccccssssscccvcvcsovere 883 50) 
‘© Annual Membership Dues................cccceeeeeeeees 22 () 
$3,789 83 
PAYMENTS. 
Rev. J. Li. Jones, Salary as Secretary.............6....:.05. $1,500 00 
saci ela ‘¢ Traveling expenses.............cecccsesee 43 00 
eo ‘* “Postage, stationery, etc...............4 41 70 
Printing last year’s reports in UNITY.............cccseeee ees 100 OV 
Other printing, circulars, C6C..........ccccccscccscccssccceces 67 25 
Treasurer's postage, stationery, €tC.........csccceeeeeeeeeens 5 DO 
Western Unitarian Sunday School Society, contribution 
clerical expense at Channing Club Room............ 400 OO 
Other expenses of Channing Club Room.................... 2 07 
Si SUNG, 0. canntwnnsasevccensenanesegenens eserytesreveeces 18 OO 
Contributions to special Objects..........cccccceecceeeecceeeees RRS OU 
ST Me Mi ccikbdbssdnavciuscccacenscccegunbecchiwctesoceeses 648 81 
OE a ee pO Fe hae a nce ee id aideéodétna $3,789 82 
APPORTIONMENT FOR YEAR 1858+4—5. 
MN dcncuheactnenuheniuguaes sebbaeens¢ussascunessnnaneeeedw bentsapvains $ 2 
BE PAN WOD ccccocccdccnccsenanecccs -todesenpvdedeecsdsibonactycceccessom 25 
SD ppbatenonahs makataduaoatesss cwnecyscnceuedeetentyRes coueeneyar’ 10 
SIND Sic Cinsssvcnnhscedecknnesaves sashgassountsdpaeacehenpenschacinn 10 
BPOGUREMRIOR . 000. cccccosceccsceds csc ccsivccsesccecscocccsoonssace qsceeuse 30 
i id on os lh ie ade napehoasaebesnnedaketadsecsddeel 10 
SI we thebins « aiincnien 6 Lh idsh bones }ebeenunedbind wudbeswudes éenbeeanede 125 
Chicago, Church of Messiah.............ccecceeeeeeeeeeee eee ceeees 550 
DIR COMING, hi vicscccecs cccndescvcsssensscconscanececess as: aa 
ts TE CER L514, «0, ensnnne sengassapansiboanetesnns sons WO 
ne Be DO GI cc vec dicvectovs coveccbbudetevewvedreecevi 20 
TE nis: cdncendieee dies o0dpncn, dbehocsepsaeWdbas cebendedebes 250) 
DENIAL 5. in... aicndhaaeoenes red vdustusdequndd desk isepdicesedbanees 100 
PUIIIED «nce vo cotaumibedibneds oven dacndyrcounsensenbabesestincasesesas 10 
SI ok. on os us neue Rehednnn yesetsabegndedmasecedbanepeocenesseenss 10 
DOWOUETE. 0.00 crcessccrcvcccscssccccsvccgeseessctsocsensessessecccoscuse 20 
ie aoc sunes bee enannennets. earives 40 
Des Moines..... . Scacinh Shetacba hind dep qatabinasendntauhdauedbesaqanadloa 20 
Bast Saginaw. ...........cccccccccccccccscscedsecceccesessececcsoesceses 25 
PIED occa bcc cceccencscensen cecccedensovensdesiqnsbihasenss eqdsnacs 15 
ID, sincocdvescccsedssctededenee ses esennpoe ceénedtiobatsastendesuaines 25 
GORENG sevowecsesceccescascccee inhnenénhtnienahainneitenndiiiacennheness 20 
Grand Haven. .........0000. ids antennas dveedebheeihbetaentdecupieweinn 25 
SN TERED... einen ccvcccsensnense <cpvosvencense bebbiaebe ciituhinadaus 20 
GEORNOT conceccccscesscccscnctsccoocaccccnstesscecsosesesteesccoessosceees 10 
RE dh ten cs onne abi ccbasrhievesidnndbade tonwidabideptatapsstaeesine 10 
OE st a aide cea uhh Mebes tinea thethdhe thakkktionses eh 10 
PMGIAMADOIIS. .........50ccccccccvcsccccccsccesccescese Eosecccverases nes 10 
PE iia sin ddccintadescapnbecs cecédcéusees eaben seebeebivedéneneecivess 10 
PIN nn. codectnbdhedoiovtegneccevescanecesesabuspeiaecssbsivacnanehe 10 
JOMOSVINNC «2.2... cs ccccccccccccccrccevcccscvcccecessccecoeasceseseescveess 20 
IED c. cucncnsccnddctpheecbtesoeabnasebuenceecansboousbbed scbeen 15 
Bamaas City .......00.ccsccccccccceccvescovcccccesecsepeseccessecseosss 20 
Kenosha ..........+. hci dddninatidetes toads ts ivateaniebaedies Aagasasan 20 
IIE sis oa. senna den pinauenonses cbds deseepecguebcateaeetesthséanabouses 20 
IND 05 cag canundanasehsctehsoedcdhvenseaeehenadeebedacessmnana dyer 10 
ls sree Guy cheba s avdpnottsedeuens oachenchereodecsectante 20 
ND i: oii, iin whdagansessdgeeies ceqtadeonaheewshsuctesennieeses 10 
BOG AMMONSS......2..0cccceweccecrccsccccescsevessessersecscossseapevcess 10 
DD s,s lednasendooehbovunewenhe apeniiadiaesndpunesenhiniibian 75 
Ey on ons da thee honcentsacettdennnineesinerahsedignhaniin 25 
I << cogs sua tuscnamspauperedoaccecedensadceons es incchepseeet nibs 15 
Sin cieutincncnnanenidansasheGhsaapeAsaaasanshankine taettsseekecet 10 
I nok Sis cupubads bubdedess davecdiudeadckesetedenpiendds Ohiennedene 10 
Manville 2.0 .cvviccescccosecccccccccscccescpsccsesscoscoocsses occcccoees 50 
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EE knuarcdabiccecstachsnbaotnudoesds eve dedbiebsbaceésdudpeesdtas 75 Received from Western Unitarian Conference 400 00 
ESRD cv cccccticscbecdcgnsncvatpcsevccse dedevecssvescccnsdeodcbes 25 os +4 oe f 
Minneapolis (Mr. Janson’s Society)...............ccceeeceeeees 10 FOP CEE TOUS 6 sieiciie céeccecctivery 108 7 
Mount Pleasant....... eoccccsesesosacccsovovcssseesssescccncensencones 10 — $1,726 26 
MUGKOGON.......ccccscscccccccccccccccecesesescsesessccsscceseecesccess ‘10 PAYMENTS. 
New Orleans POPP OPT TTTOTTTT TTT TT TT ITT rriiiriiT eT Tr Te eee 25 Insurance i sic ET cg aR pins A SE ON TR SS $ 7 SO 
NORTON UIING Scscccccvcdcccdaddnccnsctssccgdecccevesscbed aecccecs 10 | Advertising in UNitY..................2s00ee0ee--- 25, 
GINS Sei ctddicccccscvssdoddocesotacvicescsigscosocducceqncesuébsegoes 29 | Desk, table and stand................c.0eeceeeeeeees 42 10 
ER a cS us dd Sale ebibnnd bebbidbedcde ch 15 Boy LEE Ss FSC RETR Ay oO REE ML pe iy oS 194 75 
A... vs cshicnncncadatadingiecetotets sacndicnodipstinucn biaeiete de ERE RET LS eae ake FO 162 00 
Quincy TTTTTITITTTTITITITITITIT TIT TL Ti i A) Postage Ne Be EN Ee SPN ER IET Ee nag Mad 29 59 
Rochester .......2..ssceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeseeeeeeneeenees 100 Advanced on plates of Uniry Festivats...... 25 00 
San Diego PPT TTT TTT TTT  TUTTTTT PTT TTTIT TTT iTiTiTTeereiireeirirrririrrs rite 10) _Mdse—printer’ rm hills and goods purchased.. 476 R23 
San Francisco............-++++seee Descedesdscceedvesdiecstecsgoosesa 100 Western Unitarian Conference,—-Stationery, 
OM SOBs oc ccc cccccscccccccccccccccdccccccncscsssbcosescsesecesesccesece 10. telegrams, directory, ete pe Se ek 108 77 
SRGTMT VEINS o cccccccsccccevesccccecepeccccsecccesccocsetcvccesccoscecetes 10 | Secretary and Treasurer................0.000000 100 00 
wo @rrrrrrrrryrrygse Osi Lili eee ee OS RECESS PELE i ie OR PE 21 48 
GE OU cecdessccdecces ccccessomescesccccascdoces Sescseecesasasooses: Le CE area APL eR a oe 43 65 : 
BE. POGBDR cevccccccccccccccscscccccccccccccnsscccscscvccevecccocesoosses 20 | Expense items, cleaning room, laundry bills, 
St. Louis, Church of Messiah................ccseececeeeeeeeeeeees HOW) stationery, telegrams, soap, matches, 

- Church of Unity $b obbsecesccecese de bedeee ced cbscenesecces Ri) wrapping paper, twine. Hektograph, 
Db AE on ici sevegnccncs sapsscepmecenqssencccssecosecesseapdsesasacsoes 100 al i Tn 99 56 
TUN. ocentnecnnal dhs sattithsibnosnrsccooksied Ghiansthelogphisand 10 | Walla Walla EE REN RA OR ES Q 55 
TOPORD ccccccccocccccccccccececcscccccccsscccccsescoccscesees soeesceeces If A, 146 48 

Total as 900 | — $1,726 26 
WOE... inca whaddabrincebbindonsndaslcbcepiassedbedinenconied $3, 200 M. Luonamp, Treasurer 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 


The following contributions were also made to the 
Fund in Minnesota and to the Marietta Church within the limits 
of tho Western Conference, but as they passed through the hands | 
of the Secretary or directly to the recipients, they do not appear 


upon the Treasurer's book : 
THE JANSON MISSION. 
To sums received from the Secretary and pre- 


viously acknowledged in Uniry......... 
To the Building of. the Chapel. 

From Ceevelemds, Dilesccsscccopecacccescosccecesooes $15 00 
St. Paul, ey fadwenedgwiuces cevcnghssseseebigs 56 50 
BPUMERIO, IN. F cccccccccccccccccccccecs aennnneae 131 00 
St. ppadi-g Tih cavadaiedbiddeen savenenceteeiten 10 55 

To Mr. Janson’s Salary. 

From St. Paul, Minn......... ib ds seen beiactbecgnindel $ 5 00 
a condieeekeebunwoene 127 00 
$6 Chabenge, BB n....i0000 ceccccccccsccccceccscvesceses 5 OO 
‘* Geneseo, Ill........ ipandansatesheeeehssetepeas 13 50 

EEG Dla Ee cdenccccne coneccqsrccssnccqocccsens 55 00 
FEUMDOIRE, LOWS oicccccccccccscccsscccccccccce 5 OO 
$$ Demver, Cob secccccccccccscccccccccccccessessess 22 OO 
TOGO ch cedenscupecpabecsesecessasaveseseses 
To the Marietta Church Fund, previously ac- 
knowledged in UNITY............0eeeee econ 
TOtA].....5.cceeeereeeeeereeeeeeees rey royer 


TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE WESTERN UNI- | petroit, Mich 
TARIAN SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


RECEIPTS. 

Amount on hand May 1, 1888.........:.seeeeees $ 68 37 

Amount received on outstanding accounts 
prior to May 1, 1888............ceeeeeee ees 42 15 
Amount received from sales........-.......se++: 776 60 
" ” ‘* annual memberships 121 00 
Received from life memberships................. 120 00 
“ $$ GOMBEEORD ..060000000 00000 svepesceees 21 37 

a ‘¢ Western Women’s Unitarian 
Conference .......00+6 nese coves pevccsebens 8 UO 


Janson 


$232 50 


eee ee 


$855 55 | 


Chicago, May 10, 1884. 


OF THE RESOURCES 


STATEMENT 


—_—_ - - 


RESOURCES. 


LEAT MIL, ooo’ ca ccadngtdcaccnanessebesncacpienes S$ 146 48 
| _Mdse——-Stock on » hand jedan <cipmatesedak iiebbediee 711 8&7 
| Flectrotype plates on hand...................... 100 00 
PD TEND abadscdcdescscccnscvecdsaceeacte 16 96 

$410 00 | Publications on sale with The Colegrove 
| TE ETRE MRT ee Pe 71 40 
SN a ene dee caine a Sn ee 

LIABILITIES. 

| ROOMS DAF NO inns kccis vein sss testiwe reid vesees $ 2 65 
$913 O5 | Present worth of Society...................20..0 1,086 16 


Chicago, May 10, 1884. 


ee es 


TREASURER'’S REPORT OF 


MAY Il. 


RECEIPTS. 


|Cash on hand May 11........cccecceesseeeeeeeeeeees $45 00 

® 31 15) Money received from Ladies’ Aid Societies. 
Se WE co. on coke dans Genbebawenbdsceddvabeboodsoketaue, 5 0O 
$886 70 | A, PD nakautoycsecusicdbecinsuachasssobeionnbas 7 00 
| Buffalo, Si, IE ae A Rp amare cs OCD Mi eh 28 OO 
SE RR eT ERAN eee TES 2) 10 0O 
a a OD a 5 00 
RSE Re IS SO OE SIE 10 00 
 . cdveband dabakatecues 5 00 
EET ET OE BR te LE 2 0O 
Ne ds ab eek es S 
NEE: SN nics cntansidatcae opaudedesenonacnchiien o 00 
TEI, Weiss accor snccneisescececnsescscassocesaces o 20 
aS i cals beunanceunceaanine 7 00 
EE MEN iidies Chddbnatsstec. vosccteriacesieets 5 00 
I eno 5. svat nuseans segeduceuil 5 00 
Church of the Messiah, Chicago siintsh uitiiicmeiaadine 50 00 
ee Se 48 —- or reerenenesremey 10 00 
Third Unitarian Church, “‘ — ~...ccccccccccceess 5 00 
All Souls Church, SE eT ee es 


AND LIABILITIES OF 
THE WESTERN UNITARIAN SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


$1,088 81 


$1,088 81 


M. Leonarp, Treasurer. 


THE WOMEN’S 
WESTERN UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. 
18835, TO MAY 1, L884. 


144 
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Personal Contributions. 


- Miss 8. B. Beals, St. Paul, Minn................. 1 00 
Mrs. Edwin Blackman, Chicago.................. 10 00 
Mrs. Chas. A. Chapman, ‘“ _...............0.. 5 00 
Mr. Chauncey Davis, Muskegon, Mich......... 10 00 
Mrs. F. 8. Heywood, Chicago..................... 2 00 
Mrs. Knowles, Keokuk, lowa..................... 50 
Mr. Kilpatrick, Cleveland, Ohio.................. 10 00 
Mrs. M. J. Miller, Geneseo, Ill............... «... 10 00 
Mrs. John Wilkinson, Chicago.................... 25 00 
Mrs. Dr. Wakefield, Bloomington, IIl........... 50 
Mr. Thomas White, Cleveland, Ohio............ 50 00 
From ‘‘A Friend,’ St. Paul, Minn.............. 25 
ee ms Unity Church, Chicago..... 100 $125 25 
Annual memberships, $1 each....................4 341 00 
Life memberships, $10 each................0. 2000 90 0O $431 00 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTIETH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE WESTERN UNITARIAN 
CONFERENCE. 


HELD IN CHICAGO, MAY 13—15, 1884. 


The Conference Sermon was delivered at the Church of 
the Messiah, by Rev. F. L. Hosmer, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
on Tuesday evening, May 13th, after which the delegates 
were welcomed in a social reunion at the parlors of the 
church, where refreshments were served by the ladies of 


Received since May 1, to be applied on 1883-4. 
From the Ladies’ Society, Ch. of the Unity, 


CRPPEREE, ORB0. 2.0.4 cccsescrvcsccccccccccees 20 00 
From the Society at Madison, Wis............... 10 00 
6 $6 Be. Lowis Socketies......2......ccccecvece 7 00 
‘« Mrs. B. F. Felix, Chicago, Ill.............. 10 00 
‘* Mrs. L. Tilton, Peis ipttarineniatsacniind 10 00 
‘* Ladies of Bloomington, Ill................. 350 $ 60 50 
Collection at Conference. 
Mrs. E. R. Sunderland.....................seesseees 5 00 
I nc cuncnncschncdkesensnecedqeesssece 5 OO 
EE SOUP cccescodecsescsssecesoncevecees 5 OO 
I nt rachaconacanatantcgnauerscseseesses 5 00 
rE Me: SOR, . oc cscnconevewscescessccceccees 5 OO 
Bl I cu nasdavegscstcesecdacnesnicessces oes 10 00 
te ER censncacevcesccncseiaduugescsoesoncsons 1 06 
PMN TIMID, 0. coceccocccosecssccncccccssssuuw 1 00 
na cnccdscexcesseveonedsccnssibeduaaes 2 00 
SEEM WE BPO oscsdcccccévcces soetessassnenosees 1 00 
i Ec csccccccccnciscesesosesncescoseseseesons 1 00 
i is OD... scvececesstesesstetecevenseseote 10 00 
Snir nick dcnserenbbendcenabesceseonesceeh 2 00 
Ee OG... .sacnncsevoscecestddesordsecess 10 00 
NEEL LAS IAP T TT 5 OO 
EE EEE s 00000 cccesesecnes cesenesesdesczascs 3000 $$ 98 00 
$933 75 
PAY MENTS. 
i. sige Lenten adevecnegudndspinetiorins canes $400 00 
me Bancational Fund...............-.ccecsecccceees 200 00 
To Mrs. Mary Hardy, Toronto, Canada........ 100 00 
To Church at North Platte, Nebraska......... 100 00 
To Channing Club Room, care ani fuel........ 68 00 
To Tribune Co., advertising.....................6 7 75 
To Chas. E. Sinclair, printer..................... 15 75 
To Colegrove Book Co.............cccsccsccesseees 5 36 
To postage stamps and stationery for Sec’y.. 16 20 
To ‘ ry " " ‘* Treas.. 8 70 
To distribution of literature and correspond- 
Dbiiascacsccccencscccevestcucdcsasscavebepscctes 11 50 
ER ci. iWuciuevh bacsbsdadserseueeceempevesseces 49 
. $933 75 
Exhibit by States. 
Annual Life Other 
Memberships. Memberships. Contributions. 
Colorado......... 1 ; > 500 §$ 600 
Dakota............ 1 ie 20> Toes 1 00 
RS 18 l 15 50 43 50 
Indiana........... 1 ll 2 00 3 00 
SE ccc ences 184 4 170 50 394 50 
Michigan......... 43 2 15 00 78 00 
Minnesota........ 24 1 1 25 35 25 
Missouri......... 45 oe 55 OO 
New York........ 2 ae 28 00 30 00 
ee ies se 3 9) 00 93 00 
Wisconsin ........ 32 19 00 51 00 
$790 25 


Mrs. J. ©. Hinton, Treas. W. W. U. O. 


the society. On Wednesday, May 14th, the Conference 
convened at the Third Unitarian Church, corner Monroe 
and Laflin streets. The devotional meeting was led by 
EK. S. Elder, of Keokuk, lowa. At 10 a. M. the Confer- 
ence was called to order by the Vice-president, G. F. Gor- 
don, of Milwaukee. On motion of Mr. Jones, Mr. H. C. 
McDougall, of Kau Claire, was chosen Recording Secretary, 
and Mr. J. L. Loveday, of Chicago, Railroad and Delegate 
Secretary of the Conference. 

On motion the Chair appointed the following committees : 

On the work of the year :—T. B. Forbush, of Detroit; 
S. 8. Hunting, of Des Moines; D. N. Utter, of Chicago; 
F. L. Hosmer, of Cleveland; J: C. Learned, of St. Louis. 

On Business:—Jobn Snyder, of St. Louis; J. Fisher, of 
Alton; J. N. Sprigg, of Quincy. 

Auditing Committee:—B. F. Smith, of Kalamazoo; J. 
R. Effinger, of Bloomington; G. L. Storer, of Madison, Wis. 

The General Secretary, Mr. J. Ll. Jones, then read his 
report of the year’s work, at the close of which he pre- 
sented his resignation as General Secretary of the Western 
Conference. The report was accepted and referred to the 
Committee on Work. The report of the Treasurer was 
read, accepted, and referred to the Auditing Committee, 
and the Committee on Work. J.C. Learned, from the 
Committee on Publications, read a report which was accepted 
and referred to the Committee on Work. Under the head 
of general business was discussed the state of the fund for 
the societies at Madison and at Des Moines, and Rev. Henry 
Powers gave a brief account of the growth of the society 
at Grand Rapids, Mich. 

The Conference partook of lunch prepared by the ladies 
of the Third Unitarian Church, and at 2 Pp. M. assembled to 
listen to papers prepared by W. M. Salter, of Chicago, J. 
H. Allen, of Ithaca, N. Y., and J. T. Sunderland, of Ann 
Arbor, upon the relations of the Church to the Poor, to 
Education, to the Religious Life of the Community. The dis- 
cussion which followed was taken part in by Messrs. Green, 
of Louisville, Learned, of St. Louis, Hunting of Des 
Moines, Gordon, of Milwaukee, Powers, of Grand Rapids, 
Jones, of Chicago, Mrs. Wilson, of Winona, and others. 
Conference then adjourned to meet at the Church of the 
Messiah, Thursday, May 15th. 

The Conference was called to order Thursday morning by 
the Vice-president. The Auditing Committee reported the 
Treasurer’s report correct. Report accepted and placed on 
file. A recess of fifteen minutes was taken to enable the 
Committee on Work to complete their report. Upon re- 
assembling that Committee recommended that the reports of 
the Secretary and Treasurer be printed in Uniry, and 
also so much of the report of the Committee on Publication 
as that Committee thought advisable. Adopted. 

That the apportionment to churches of the past year be 


~ 


ee 
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continued for the coming year with the addition of new 
Societies. Adopted. 

That the Conference go forward to the work of the com- 
ing year on the basis of the following expenditures: Ist, 
That it is expedient and practicable to hold the present 
headquarters at the lowest possible expertise, and 2nd, To 
this end the Directors be authorized to make equitable 
arrangements with the Sunday School Society, and the | 
Women’s Western Unitarian Conference for their joint vecu- | 
pancy of the room. Adopted. 

That on the basis of the office expense of last year there 
be appropriated $400 for clerical work and office boys, and 
for room rent one-half to two-thirds of the expense accord- 
ing to the discretion of the Directors, $400 being set apart 
for that purpose. Referred to the Board of Directors with 
power to act. 

That there be appropriated $500 for the continued servi- 
ces of Rev. J. Li. Jones from the first of May till the first 
of September of the present year, or at that rate till his 
successor enters upon his work. Adopted. 

Rev. J. T. Sunderland presented the following resolutions 
which were passed by unanimous rising vote: 


Wuereas, Rev. J. Li. Jones, after nine years of laborious and 
fruitful service as Secretary of the Western Unitarian Confer- 
ence, has fe't it his duty to decline the re-election which we 
would gladly give him, therefore, 

Resolved, That this body desires to express to Mr. Jones, and 
put on permanent record, its profound appreciation of the zeal, 
self-sacrifice, devotion and large prophetic wisdom with which he 
has planned an labored durirg these years, and the deep and 
enduring debt of gratitude which this Conference and Unitarian- 
ism in the West owe, and must ever owe to him for his long and 
invaluable service. And further, the Conference desires to rec- 
ognize with heartiness and gratitude its obligations to the un- 
official services of Mrs. Jones for the uncovenanted and gratuitous 
services so abundantly rende éd. 


The following resolution was also passed. 


Resolred, That the Secretary be instructed to express the 
sympathy et the Conference with the parish and the family of 
the late Rev. A. M. Weeks, of Denver, Colorado. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The following nominations made by the Committee on 
Work for officers for the ensuing year were confirmed : 

For President—Byron P. Moulton. 

For Vice-President—G. E. Gordon. 

For Secretary—J. T. Sun lerland. 

For Treasurer—Joseph Shippen. 

Directors—John Snyder, W. C. Gannett, J. T. Sunderland, 
Clark G. Howland, Anna B. McMahan, J. B. Green, George A. 


Thayer. 

A Paper was then read by H. M. Simmons, of Minneap- 
olis, upon “The New Orthodoxy,” the discussion of which 
was opened by Dr. Thomas, of Chicago. It was voted 
that those having in charge the Unity Mission be requested, 
if they see their way financially to do so, to print Mr. Sim- 
mons paper and Dr. Thomas’ address together as a Unity 
Mission Tract. 

The question of amending the By-Laws was then taken 
up and the amendment regularly proposed a year ago was 
carried. 1st, To strike out in the first clause of Section 1, 
all after the words “one dollar.’ 2nd, To add to the sec- 
ond clause of Section 1, the words “and such delegates 
alone have the right to vote.” 

After the usual vote of thanks the Conference adjourned 
by the singing of a hymn anda benediction by J. Ll. Jones. 

In the evening a platform meeting was largely attended, 


Iowa, Kristofer Janson, of Minneapolis, J.T. Sunderland, 
of Ann Arbor, Edward Everett Hale, of Boston, and J. LL 
Jones, of Chicago. 

H. C. McDouGaALL, Asst See’y. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE WESTERN UNITARIAN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL SOCLETY. 


The annual meeting of the Western Unitarian Sunday 
School Society held its first session at the Third Church, 
Wednesday evening. President J. V. Blake called the 
meeting to order at 8 o'clock, and after the usual devotional 
exercises, made a few opening remarks upon the book of 
Unity Festivals just issued, which was to be the subject of 
the evening's exercises, inviting expressions from those 
present. Mr. Shippen alluded briefly to the care required 
in the preparation of such a book, the patient arranging, 
selecting and dropping out which this one represented. 
President spoke of the cost of publication and the price of 
the plates, adding a suggestion which had been made, that 
this part of the expense of their publication should be con- 
tributed by friends of the Society. He theo called upon 
Prof. J. H. Allen, of Ithaca, N. Y., to speak upon our 
Service Mission in place of Rev. N. M. Mann, of Rochester, 
who had not been able to be present. A paper was after- 
wards read by Miss 8. B. Beals, of St. Paul, upon our Unity 
Festivals, showing the union of thought and purpose which 
was carried through all the services. When allading to 
special parts the music was introduced and given by the 
children of Mr. Blake's Sunday School, the choir and others 
joining. Meeting was closed with a benediction. 

The exercises were resumed Friday morning at ten o'clock 
at the Church of the Messiah, and were opened by the 
President, with a musical service from Unity Services and 
Songs. The reading of the report of the last annual meet- 
ing was dispensed with, it having been printed in UNITY at 
that time. The President addressed the meeting briefly, 


nection with printed slips containing statistics of the same, 
distributed among those present. President called attention 
to certain leading points in the condition of Western schools 
and also spoke again of the new publication, Unity Festi- 
vals, expressing the earnest wish that the cost of the plates 
for this book, amounting to $310, might be donated the 
Society, thus enabling the price to be put at the same low 
figure as that for the regular Services and Songs, viz. : fifteen 
dollars per hundred copies. W. C. Gannett had already 
pledged himself to raise a sum not less than $125 for this 
purpose. A nominating committee was then appointed, 
consisting of F. L. Hosmer, C. H. 8. Mixer and Miss M. 
L. Loveday, to recommend officers for the coming year, 
four new directors for three years in place of those whose 
term expired with May, 1884, and two in place of the fol- 
lowing resignations: Mrs. D..N. Utter for two years, and 
Miss F. Hilton for one year. Upon call for any further 
business before proceeding to the programme, Mr. Mixer 
offered to pledge one-fourth of the sum wanted for plates, 
from the Church of the Messiah, provided the other three- 
fourths be raised within a given time from other societies. 
Other offers and many suggestions followed, but the conelu- 
sion of the business was finally deferred until later. Presi- 
dent then called for remarks by Col. F. W. Parker, Prinei- 


at which addresses were made by V. B. Cushing, of Creston, 


pal of the Cook Co. Normal School, upon the Teacher's re- — 


a PN A NE OE NO ELE TE ADE FIP” IR Se aT De Sa ase Ran reer 


after which the Secretary's, annual report was read in con- —~ 
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146 UNITY. 


sponsibility in the success of a Sunday School, to which | mittee, and Miss Roberts, of Chicago, Mrs. Forbush, of 
with other addresses of the morning further reference is Detroit, Mrs. Case, of St. Louis, Mrs. Blackman, of Chicago, 


made in the editorial department of this number. Miss Gale, of Cleveland, and Miss Beals, of St. Paul, 

‘Upon the conclusion of the above remarks, business was Business Committee. 
resumed and a committee of two appointed, Mr. Utter and) At 10:30 A. M. a paper was read by Mrs. Hailman, of La 
Mr. Sunderland, to canvass the room for memberships, life Porte, Ind., on *‘ The Moral and Religious Education of the 
and annual, to the Sunday School Society. Young.” 

After singing another song, the matter of raising money’ The President spoke of the importance of the subject 
for the plates was again taken up, and the whole amount which had been presented and invited discussion, which was 
pledged as follows : participated in by Mrs. Rork, of Michigan, Miss Bailey, of 
By Mr. Mixer for Church of Messiah, Chicago, one-fourth.3 77 50 Boston, Secretary of the ‘ Country Week” charit y, Mr. 

ree SDs. «bulb nbbpisensdecdetndévaudinbngedécdnccececeti tints 125 00 Hailman, of La Porte, Ind., Mr. Learned, of St. Louis, 
‘¢ « Snyder for Church of Messiah, St. Louis,........... 50.00) Mrs Conger. of Chicago. Mr. Green. of Louisville, Mrs. 
«© « Jones for All Souls Chur-h, Chicago,................ 10 00) Wares of nee Falla. Dakota ig ere Sikiits 
“ Mrs. Felix for Unity Church, Chicago,..................... 47 50 %, ar Egete nba: , ; 


and Mr. Janson, of Minneapolis. 
$310 00' Conference took a recess at 12:50 and all repaired to the 

Nominating Committee made report recommending the dining room where a sumptous lunch was served. 
following names for Directors and Officers, which were ufter Afternoon session convened promptly at two o'clock. 
ward elected in the usual manner: For Director in place of After singing a hymn, the Conference listened to a paper 
Mrs. D. N. Utter for two years, Mrs. C. H. S. Mixer. 98 © Systematized Missionary Work,” by Mrs. C. T. Cole, 
For one year in place of Miss Hilton, Mrs. Jonathan Slade, of Mt. Pleasant, Lowa , which was discussed by Mrs. Wilkes, 
both of Chicago. For Directors for three years, W. C. "of Dakota, Rev. Mr. Effinger, of Lllinois, Mrs. 8. ©. LI. 
Gannett, St. Paul, Miss Mary L. Southworth, Cleyeland, Jones, of Chica ago, Mr. Rork, of Mich., Rev. Mr. Cushing, 
Mrs. C. A. West and Mrs. E. T. Leonard, Chicago. For of Creston, Lowa, and Miss McCaine, of St. Paul. 
officers, President, J. Vila Blake; Vice President, Mrs. (.| At 3 o'clock a gto read by Miss Ida C. Hultin, 
H. S. Mixer; Secretary, Ellen T. Leonard; Treasurer, of Athens, Mich., on “ Unfinished Work,” which was dis- 
Myron Leonard. cussed by Rev. Mr. Alcott, of Kalamazoo, Mich., and Rev. 

Upon the conclusion of the foregoing business the meet- | Miss Safford, of Humboldt, Lowa, who introduced the sub- 
ing was addressed by W. H. Reifenburg of Hobart, Ind., ject of raising money immediately , and through her enthu- 
upon the Minister's relation to the Sunday School, and the | siastic example the sum of $91.15 was raised : at once. 
topic was continued by Rev. John Snyder of St. Louis, |The election of officers came next in order and after con- 
who spoke upon the parent’s responsibility in the success of | Siderable discussion the following officers were elected: 
aschool. The discussion was carried on by Mr. Blake, Rev.| President—Mrs. J. T. Sunderland. 
Mr. Bosworth of the Reformed. Episcopal Church, Mr.|  !st Vice President—Mrs. 8. C. Ll. Jones. 
Batchelor, Prof. Allen, Mr. Shippen, Mrs. Woodward, Mrs.| 224 Vice President—Mrs. J. M. Hunting. 


Treasurer—Mrs. J. ©. Hilton. 
Wilkes, Mrs. McMahan and others. Secretary 


Mr. Utter and Mr. Sunderland reported thirty-eight new} Directors—Miss 8. A. Brown, mca’ Mrs. C. T. Cole, Lowa; 
annual members and thirty-one dollars paid upon the same. | Mrs. G. E. Gordon, Wisconsin ; Mrs. J. T. Sunderland, Mich- 
Meeting closed with a stirring song from Unity Festivals. '®0; Mrs. J. ©. Hilton, Illinois; Mrs. J. ©. Forbush, Buffalo, 


ELLen T. Leon ARD, See’y. New York. 
On motion it was voted that a sum of money, the same 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE WOMEN’S WESTERN |* 8 year, be appropriated for educational purposes. 
an : aig gaa j Also voted that for the coming year we will contribute 
UNITARIAN CONFERENCE, the same sum toward sustaining the Channing Club Room as 
during the last year. 


The third annual meeting of the Women’s Western Uni- Methods of work were then discussed at length, but no 
tarian Conference was held at the Church of the Messiah, decision arrived at. 


Chicago, May 13th, Mrs. Sunderland, the President, in the Adjourned. 

chair. A short devotional service was conducted by Mrs. | Jutta M. Huntina, Sec’y pro tem. 
Cole, of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, after which Mrs. Sunderland a 
made a brief and stirring opening address. | Pete 


Then came the Treasurer’s report, which was accepted | 
and referred to the Business Committee. The President Di irectoty, 1884- 5 
alluded to the deficiency in the collections and urged the | sooner 
members to make it up. She also announced that the Sec-| CONFERENCES, ETC. 


retary’s report had been put in the hands of the printer, 
and would soon be ready tor distribution, but that there was | 1852.—WesTERN UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. OrFice, 155 Wapasn AVE., 


: » Cuicaao, ILL. 
much which could not be written out, and that a great deal President, Byron P. Moulton, Chicago, Ill.; Vice President, Gustavus E. 


could be read between the lines. Bracers Milwaukee, Wis.; Pree er Jenkin Lueya Jones, Ohlenge, Ll), 
— . ieee Riad! : rectors to serve one year—lrow ge orbus troit c ustavus 

Mrs. i spoke of ry Busi ity ot choosing two | E. Gordon, Milwaukee, Wis.; Frederick Ly Hosmer, Cleveland, Ohio, baie 
committees—a Nominating an ines ; S$. Hunting, Des Moines, lowa; Newton nn, ester, } yron P 
_ . a : “rs ae ; . : a Committee On Moulton, oseph yy Chicago, Ill. Two years—George Batchelor, James 
motion of Mrs. Wilkinson, of Chicago, it was decided that! Vila Blake, rate A ‘el Mrs. B.. Ab tn, G Jenkin nae Jones, Daniel L, 


ard, of Hyde Park, Mrs. Mixer, of Chicago, and Mrs. Cole, 


4% ; . . *Jabez T. Sunderfand, of Ann Arbor, Mich,, was elected Recretary a the 
‘ of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, were appointed as N ominating Com. last Conference, but has not yet accepted the position, 


a. R x. : 
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William C. Gannett, St. Paul, Minn.; John B. Green, Louisville, Ky.; Clark G. Spee 


Howland, Lawrence, Kans.; - Anna B. Me Mahan, Quincy, Iil.; John Snyder, St. 
Louis, Mo.; Jabez T. Sunderland, Ann Arbor, Mich.; George A. Thayer, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


LAT7T5—WESTERN UNITARIAN SUNDAY ScHooL Sociery. 
AVENUE, Cnicaco, ILL. 


President, J. V. Blake, Chicago: Vice President, Mre. ©. H. 8S. Mixer, 
cago, Secretary, Ellen T. Leonard, Hyde Park, IL; Treasurer, Myron 
ard, Hyde Park, I. Directors for three years—William ©. Gannett, St. Paul, 
Minno.; Mre. FE. T? Leonard, Hyde Park, IL; Miss Mary Southworth, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; Mrs. C. A. West, Chicago. Two years—J. V. Blake, Chicago, 
Myron Leonard, Hyde Park, Il.; N. M. Manon, Rochester, N. Y.; Mrs. C. H. 8. 
Mixer, Chicago. One year-—-Horace Badger, Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Mrs. Jona- 
than Slade, Chicago; Mra. E. R. Sunderland, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Western UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. OFFICE, 
Ave., Cuicaco, Ii. 


President, Mra. J. T. Sunderland, Ann Arbor, Mich. Vice Presidents, Mrs. 
8. ©. Lloyd ean tdi Mre. Julia M. Hunting, Des Moines, Lowa. 
Treasurer, ae Hilton, Chicago. Secretary,* —-—. Directors tor one 
vear— Mrs, ¢ “banon Miss Fanny B. Priestley, Mrs. T. B. Forbush, Mre. 
Julia M. ett Mrs. 8. C. LI. Jones, Miss F. L. Roberts, Mrs. Henry Booth. 
For two vears— Mrs. Fayette Smith, Mrs. F. D. Patterson, Mre. B. P. Moulton. 


Orrick, 135 WABASH 


(hi- 
Leon- 
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Mra. Celia P. Woolley, Mra. John Wilkinson, Mrs. F. 8. Heywood, Miss Jennie 
MetCaine. For three years—Mres. J. T. Sunderland, Mrs. ©. T. Cole, Mra. J. 
Kk. Effiuger, Mrs. G. E. Gordon, Miss Sarah A. Brown, Mrs. J. C. Forbush. 


1266—Wisconstn CONFERENCE or UNITARIAN INDEPENDENT SoOciETIES. 


President, Prof. William F. Allen, Madison. Vice Presidents, Frank Avery, 
Baraboo, Wis.; B. S. Hoxie, Cookeville, Wis. Secretary, Rev. Joseph C. 
(‘rooker, Madison, Wis. Assistant Secretary, Mre. Frances B. Cook, Janes- 
ville. Treasurer, Rev. Gustavus FE. Gordon, Milwaukee. 

LR7T5— MICHIGAN CONFERENCE OF UNITARIAN AND OTHER CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

President, Jesse Hl. Farwell, Detroit. Secretary, Rev. Jabez T. Sunderland, 
Ann Arbor. Missionary, Rev. Frank E. Kittredge, Muskegon. Treasurer, 
George W. Stickney, Grand Haven. 

Ik70—Tue Fraternity or ILtinow Liperar 


AND 


ReLiIGtous Socrerres. 


President, Kersey H. Fell, Bloomington. Vice President, H. G. Harding, 
Monmouth. Secretary and Treasurer, Charles E. Switzer, Galesburg. Minis- 


John RK. Effinger, Bloomington, Il. 
1I877—Tue lowa AssoctaTiIon or UNITARIAN AND oTHER INDEPENDENT 
CHURCHES. 
Iowa City. 
a T. Cole, 


ter-at-Large, 


President, Rev. Arthur Clute, 
MeCrary, Keokuk. Secretary, Mrs. ( 
R. Cole, Mt. Pleasant. 

LATR—INDIANA CONFERENCE OF UNITARIAN AND OTHER INDEPENDENT SociprTics. 

President, Hon. F. Church, Valparaiso. 
1x80 —OnIO CONFERENCE 


Vice President, 
Mt. Pleasant. 


Judge G. W. | 
Treasurer, W.. 


or UNITARIAN AND OTHER INDEPENDENT CHURCHES. 


President, ————. Vice Presidents, Prof. A. A. Livermore, Meadville: A. B. 
Champion, Esq., Cincinnati. Secretary and Treasurer, Rev. J. T. Lusk, 
Marietta. 

1k80—Tue Kansas UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. 
President, George R. Peck, Topeka, Kans. Vice Presidents, Hon. ©. FE. | 


Learnard and James Scammon, Esq., Kanaas City, Mo. Secretary, Miss Sarah | 
A. Brown, Lawrence, Kans. Treasurer, Mrs. 0. W. McAllister. Lawrence. 
I885—THe NEBRASKA UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. 
President, Thos. L. Kimball, Omaha. Secretary and Missionary, 
Powell, Topeka, Kans. Treasurer, Mrs. EK. M. Abbott, Grand Island. 
1844—Tue MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL 
Designed to educate young men and women for the ministry. Well fur- 
nished with library and an efficient corps of professors. Expenses moderate. 
A beneficiary fund to aid deserving students. Address President A. A. Liver- 
more, Meadville, Pa. 
IS81—THE CHANNING CLUB OF CHICAGH, 
Secretary andl Treasurer, Eric Winters, Howland Block, Chicago. Board | 


of Managers, Messrs. B. P. Moulton, Dr. E. Ingalls, V. P. Heywood, Wm. Le 
Baron, Geo. W. Dexter. 


Enoch 


SCHOOL. 


ORGANIZED SOCIETIES. 


aE 


Below we give a list of the organizations within the limits of. 
the Western Unitarian Conference, together with the name of the | | 
tinister in charge. Where there is no settled pastor we give the 

name of one of the officers or interested laymen, printed in Italics. 
The list is only approximately correct, as many embryo societies 
are not included, and there are others which might not choose to | 
be published in this list, but whom we are, nevertheless, glad to | | 
recognize as fellow. workers for ** Fr eedom, Fellowship and Char-_ 
acter in Religion.”’ 


California. 
Los Angeles —First Unitarian, G. 
Oaktand—Hamilton Church. 
Santa Barbara—Unity Society, Abraham W. Jackson. 
San Diego—Unity Congregational Church, David Cronyn. 
San Francisco—First Unitarian, Horatio Stebbins. 
San Jose—Unity Church. 


| 


A. Dobinson. 


’ 


Dakota. 


Illinois. 


Indiana. 


lowa. 


Kansas. 


Kentucky. 


‘Michigan. 


Nebraska. 


Boulder—First Unitarian, Thos. J. Van Ness. 
Denver—First Unitarian, FE. F. Halleck. 
Greeley —Unitarian Church, Joseph F. Gibbs. 


Sioux Falls—Unitarian Church, Mrs. E. Tupper Wilkes. 


Alton——Fir t Congregational, Judson Fisher. 
Bloomington—Free Congregational, W. B. Cadock. 
Buda——Christian Church, Chester Covell. 
Chicago—Church of the Messiah, David N. Utter. 
a Unity Church, George Batchelor. 
Third Unitarian, J, Vila Blake. 
All Souls Church, Jenkin LI. Jones. 
Geneseo—First Unitarian, Milton J. Miller. 
Geneva —First Christian ( ‘ongregational, Jas. H. West.. 
Mattoon—Unitarian Society, Jasper L. Douthit. (P. O. Address 
Shelbyville, Ills. } 
Monmouth——Unity Church, Arthur J. 
Quincy—Second Congregational. 
tock ford—Christian Union, Thomas Kerr. 
Shefhield—U nitarian. 
Shelbyville—First Congregational, 
Tremont —Liberal Christian Church, 
Address Bloomington, II1. ) 


‘+ 


+. 


Beavis. 


Douthit. 
Effinger. (P. O. 


Jasper L. 
John R. 


Evansville—Church of the Unity, Miss Clara F. Pushee, See. 

Hobart—-First Unitarian, A. G. Jennings, (VP. 0. Address La 
Porte, Ind.) 

La Porte—First Unitarian, 

Valparaiso—First Unitarian, 


A: G. Jennings. 
A. G. Jennings. 


Algona—Unity Society, J. J. Wilson. 

Council Bluffs—U nitarian Society. 
Creston—Unitarian Church, Volney Bb. Cushing. 
Davenport—First Unitarian, A‘thur M Judy. 

Des Moines—First Unitarian, Sylvan S. Hunting. 
Humboldt—Unity Society, Mary A. Safford. 

lowa City—Unitarian and Universalist, Oscar Clute. 
Keokuk—First Unitarian, Edwin 8. Elder. 


Lawrence—Unitarian Church, Clark G. Howland. 
Leivenworth—Unitarian Church, E. A. Higgins. 
Topeka—First Unitarian Church, Enoch Powell. 
Louisville—Church of the Messiah, John B. Green. 

Ann Arbor—First Unitarian, Jabez T. Sunderland. 
Athens—Church of Athens, Ida C. Hultin. 

Big Rapids—Unitarian Church, Henry A. Wales. 
Detroit—First Cong’l. Unitarian, Trowbridge B. Forbush. 
East Saginaw—First Unitarian Society, Rowland Connor. 
Grand Haven— First Unitarian; Edward P. Gibbs. 

Grand Rapids—First Unitarian Church, Henry Powers. 
lonia—Unitarian Church. 

Jackson—First Unitarian, Julius Blass. 

Kalamazoo—First Unitarian, Ahaz N. Alcott. 
Leslie-—Unitarian Society, Frank E. Kittredge, Quincy, Mich. 
Charlevoix—Liberal Club, L. D. Bartholomew. 

Mount Pleasant—First Unitarian Church, Robert W, Savage, 
Muskegon—Unity Club, Maj. C. Davis. 

Sherwood—Church of Sherwood, J. W. Broeftle. 


Minnesota. 

Minneapolis—First Unitarian Church, Henry M. Simmons. a 
Skandinavian Liberal Church, Kristofer Janson, — 
St. Paul—Unity Church, Edward Sawyer. 


Missouri. 
St. Louis—Church of the Messiah, John Snyder. 
+6 Church of the Unity, John C. Learned. 
Kansas City—First Unitarian, John A. Savage. 
St. Joseph—First Unitarian Church, Alonzo F. Abbott. 


** 


Exeter—First Unitarian, W. N. Babcock. 
Beatrice—H. W. Parker. 

Lincoln—Free Congregationalist, 

North Platte—First Unitarian, Anna J. Norris. 


*To be appointed by the Directors, 


| Omaha—First Unitarian, William E. Copeland. 


UNITY. 


New York. 
Buffalo—First (Unitarian) Congregational, George W. Cutter. 
Rochester—First Unitarian, Newton M. Mann. 

Ohio. 


Cincinnati—First Congregational, George A. 


Thayer. 


Cleveland—Church of the Unity, Frederick L. Hosmer. 
Marietta—First Unitarian, James T. Lusk. 
Oregon. 
Portland—tirst Unitarian, Thomas L. Eliot. 
Pennsylvania. 
Meadville—Independent Congregational, William I. Tilden. 
“ Theological School, Pres't Abiel A. Livermore. 


Northumberland—U nitarian, Vrs. 
Washington Territory. 
Olympia—First Unitarian, Mrs. P. C Ha’e. 
Wisconsin. 
Baraboo—Free Congregational, 
dress Madison, Wis.) 


M. B. Priestley. 


Joseph H. Crooker, (P. (). Ad-| 


©. Address Madison, Wis. ) 


LABORERS. 


The following is a list, as far as known, of those actively in- 
terested and more or less engaged in the work of Liberal Minis- 
try, together with their P. 0. address at present date. 

These, each in his own way, under different names, or with no 
name, unrestricted by credal distinctions and untrammelled by 
dogmatic tests of fellowship, 
God” within the geographical limits of the Western Unitarian 


Conference. Those marked } are not actually settled as pastors. 
NAMES. ADDRESS. 
RO TE... . i cunccuceesssecbowes St. Joseph, Mo 
SL EE aE oe ee Kalamazoo, Mich. 
SEENON, GIOOTHC.....2...cscccccccsececsecs Chicago, Ill. 
ERD DB vsnccuscsevecsercceveserees Monmouth, II 
Eomeeke, James Vila......................000 Chicago, Il. 
aids onal seis e nian ste Jackson, Mich. 
IE TL, UD. ..sncn ds anednbesincects Kansas City, Mo. 
F 4Bridge, NT sii dinniubininen ans Foster's Crossing, Ohio. 
ETS Sherwood, Mich. 

IE Tl santas vespgevnnd isotiancas Lawrence, Kansas. 
I. 5. occ cncodecetetscchesccecec Mode, Ill. 
CE MOGUEMO Be, ......ccccecccoscscesccsssess Meadville, Pa. 
ce csclsedapsoadaagoesced lowa City, lowa. 

© ole, William R..............-...c eee. Mt. Pleasant, Lowa. 
SE MEI IOMG. ..crccrccenessssscesscecss East Saginaw, Mich. 
S Copeland, OO aaa Omaha, Neb. 
i CPOMOGE cc cccescosetecvecccossesveses Buda, Ill. - 
i scncc as sc sages oan shnenseanss San Diego, Cal. 
mearooker, Joseph H...................0-0000. Madison, Wis. 

_ Cushing. SEE Dion cccngsncsssoavenecetse Creston, lowa. 
EE MEOOUED WH 00000. ccvccnscsccescccones Buffalo, N. Y. 
IEE EB sese- cocccdcctccdecccossesece Des Moines, lowa. 
SEMEDS, DOSPEP L...............ccesecsccees Shelbyville, Il. 

III Bis voces ccsecaccsnndgsy untns Milwaukee, Wis. 
Eddowes, Timothy Harold.............. Geneva, lll. 
4 Sheinger, EE Sidhe ser sutaassoeceetsalih Bloomington, II. 

I i ss a sennesailnn ..Keokuk, lowa. 
© FEliot, William G., D.D................+.. St. Louis, Mo. 
SEIN Ne... ccscscccccccnccececnssoese Portland, Oregon. 

_ Fisher, NE ROLE AAD POOR SE POD A'ton, It. 
' Forbush, Trowbr dge B............ ...... Detroit, Mich. 
a vin, ‘Edward I : Chicago, Il. 
‘ Figen Lciniinaspmmanaaiinalined St. Paul, Minn. 
Gibbs, Edward P Grand Haven, Mich. 
- Gibbs, 8 een Greeley, Col. 
Gordon, RET iniscacaues osnsws canted Milwaukee, Wis. 
id ibs neiilaa aibeatinaiiadinice Louisville, Ky. 


| *+Hassall, Robert 


Cooksville—Unity Society, Simon B. Loomis, (P.O. Address | 
Lone Rock, Wis. 

Janesville—All Souls, H. Tambs Lyche. 

Kenosha—First Unitarian, Z. G. Simmons. 

Madison—First Unitarian, Joseph H. Crooker. 

Milwaukee—First Unitarian, Gustavus E. Gordon. 

W yoming—Liberal Christian Society, William (. Wright. (P. 


‘‘labor to advance the kingdom of 


ENE Ee SN Keokuk, Lowa. 
tHewitt, James O. M..............cceeees Chicago, Ill. 
TEN, Tis, Biccensiviceccvsccocccesevccecsets Leavenworth, Kansas. 
tHoisington, William H.................. Cavour, D. T. 
Hosmer, Frederick L.................-.... Cleveland, Ohio. 
I I oa. oo, ac ceeneeee St. Louis, Mo. 
| Howland, Clark G.............cceceeeeeeees Lawrence, Kansas. 
| +Huidekoper, PINTO, on ccciisccecs cence Meadville, Pa. 
| Hultin, Ida C...... 0... ccc cece ceee ee eee Athens, Mich. 
Hunting, SND Tin neicénadinsncediacdewenss Des Moines, Iowa. 
Jackson, Abraham W.....................Santa Barbara, Cal. 
| Janson, Kristofer.................ceseeeseee Minneapolis, Minn. 
COS La Porte, Ind. 
Jones, Jenkin Lloyd...............sc0.see Chicago, Il. 
Judy, Arthur M..........006. ccsecsseeeees Davenport, lowa. 
PNG UDC cs wacs ccs cccuccvctctecocccocct Rockford, Ill. 
Kittredge, IES DOnanccnkasacisthsrsschect Quincy, Mich. 
Rs GOED WU voccecésecscscccesevesec cei St. Louis, Mo. 
SPU, SRINUE Pains e cick Sescctescccccsces Meadville, Pa. 
Loomis, Simon B.........................5. Lone Rock, Wis. 
CO & rere Marietta, Ohio. 
_Lyche, Hans Tambs......................0« Janesville, Wis. 
| SR, DEENEONIR. Biba te ccnese vecthocedasceseas Rochester, N. Y. 
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FRADUATION HYMN. 


To men that in the darkness of the land, 
Are praying for the morning and the light 
With love to look upon them, and their fears 
To loosen, go these servants of the Right. 


ee 
- —— 


Whose hand is weak, to him their strength they bring; 
Whose heart is cold, a holy warmth they lend; 
And unto all courage, and victory, 

And honor, growing greater to the end. 


They go not forth alone, around them throng 

Spirits of Beauty and sweet Fortitude, 

Bidding each keep the faith themselves have kept, 
And hold the height, whereon themselves have stood. 


“We are the might of God within thy heart: 
‘‘We are the hands of steel within thine own: 


‘‘ And for a shield, th’ Eternal Truth of God 
“Ts on thee, thou canst never fight alone.” 


—John Tunis, Meadville, 1883. 
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(Correspondence. 


WHY I JOINED, AND DESIRE TO REMAIN 1 
THE WESTERN UNITARIAN CONFERENCE. 


( 


+ | 


Editor Unity:—Do you remember Christian's experi-| j 
ence with Timvrous and Mistrust on the Hiil Difficulty? |, 
“The further we go,” said these returning pilgrims to/ 


| 


pieces.” 
steps toward the city of Destruction. Well, I have had a 
somewhat similar experience. 
ern Unitarian Conference, and was on my way to the Celes- | 
tial country, as [ supposed, where I should find “ Freedom, | 
Fellowship and Character ih Religion,” but 1 am met at | 
the very outset by a retreating brother who assures me that 
‘the farther we go, the more danger we meet with.” I 
confess to a certain degree of trepidation like unto Christian 
in the Allegory, and am fain to ask with him, “ Whither 
shall I fly to be safe?” * * “To go back is nothing but 
death; to go forward (under the present circumstances) is 
fear of death.” Are you perplexed to know what I have’ 
reference to? I will tell you. I am in receipt of Our) 
Best Words (extra), for April. On the first page and at. 
the head of the first column was the following in large type: | 
‘Some Reasons for Coming Out of a Unitarian Organt-| 
zation that Refuses to Recognize Jesus Christ as Master in| 


: 


Morals and Religion!” And | just going in! How un-| 
fortunate that this should have reached me so late. Is it as | 


easy to get out of the Conference as it is to get in? | am 
in a strait betwixt two. But seriously. Bro. Douthit’s arti- 
cle is worthy of attention, and were it really well founded 
according to my judgment, I should not hesitate to give it: 
something more than a reading. 

As Bro. Douthit has sent “‘a copy to each Unitarian min- 
ister in America,’’ [ need refer to it but in a general way. 

I read the Conference’s basis of fellowship: “ Resolved, 
That the Western Unitarian Conference conditions its, fel- 
lowship on no dogmatic tests, but welcomes all thereto who 
desire to work with it in advancing the Kingdom of God.” 
To me this sounded grandly. I did not suspect that herein 
was contained an anti-Christ. Did not Jesus come to estab- 
lish the Kingdom of God? Are not all Christians endeav- 
oring to advance this Kingdom? ‘Thy Kingdom Come,” | 
is an important part of the Lord’s prayer. Is Christianity 
more or less than the Kingdom of God established and pro- 
gressing among men? The more I consider it, the more) 
am | convinced that it is impossible to choose a more all-| 
embracing term than this, or one that so perfectly expresses | 
the real essence of the matter. No doubt the term Chris-_ 
tianity also includes all this, but I can readily understand 
why some men prefer “The Kingdom of God” instead. | 
Consider how many claims are put forth for the exclusive 
use of this name. 
Greek Church for it, and scornfully denies the right of the 
Protestant Church to use it. How slowly did Calvinism 
yield the right to Arminianism. Do not the self-styled 
Evangelicals emphatically deny our right to use is? Why! 


some Universalists think some Unitarians have no right to — 
use it! 
clamor as to the right of this and that man to use it. 


N teen hundred years of bloodshed, persecution, and social ~ 
uous word to themselves. 


I am fain to believe and to call myself a Christian, but I = 
startled Christians, the more danger we meet with; where-| am not going to feel injured if the name is denied me by ~ 
fore we turned, and are going back again.” * * “ Just) others because I confess my inability to comprehend just — 
before us lie a couple of lions in the way, whether sleeping | what or all the Great Master was. I also remember the % 
or waking we know not, and we could not think, if we) stern statement, “If any man have not the spirit of Christ ~ 
came within reach, but they would presently pull us to! he is none of lis.” 
Poor Christian, you will remember, was greatly | his spirit. 
frightened, and almost made up his mind to retrace his| sons I could state reconcile me to the disuse of aterm which g 
perhaps I have no right to use, and which the great mass of 4 
I had just joined the West-| so-called Christians deny me. 
ious thought are really Christian, | am not a Christian. IT © 
do not hesitate to affirm that if Jesus really taught the ~ 
doctrine of an endless punishment in the endless orthodox ~ 
hell, then I am not a Christian. 
dogma in order to be a Christian (and thousands emphati-—~ 
cally so affirm) I do not desire to be a Christian. 
however, a Christian according to my interpretation of the — 


sympathy for a brother who really believes Christ taught — 


kind hints about others’ unsoundness, because they do 
_just come up to our standard of soundness. There is no sin” 


“earnest brother, Rev. J. S. Brown, the first pastor of the 
Roman Catholicism contends with the, 


What an incessant — 
Fif- a 


What a fetish it has become. 


stracism by so-called Christians may well give the name a ~ 
vad odor and deter some men from applying such an ambig- 7 
Besides, who of us can define 
ust what Christianity is, or are able to make sure we have ~ 
‘xhumed the pure article from amid the rubbish of the past? © 


I am by no means sure that 1 possess — 


Is any man thus sure? These and other rea- 


If certain systems of relig- 4 


If 1 must accept that | 


I am, 


Master. I could not help being one, yet I have profound — 
such and such doctrines, and so believing cannot become his” 
follower. I have known such men, who nevertheless were 7 
earnestly endeavoring to advance the Kingdom of God, and 7 
whose spirit | would gladly emulate. 2 

I am abundantly willing to fellowship them as brother. — 
It does seem to me that there is an urgent need of an organ- ~ 
ization -wherein there is a mutual trust in each other's hon-— 
esty of purpose, and an utter absence of suspicion and un- > 


so deserving of universal execration as is the sin of self 
righteousness. ‘ 
So long as the Western Unitarian Conference has as 1 
object the advancement of the Kingdom of God 
men, I shall be proud to belong to it, and shall be 
antly willing to greet as brothers all whom I believe to be 
engaged in the same noble work. The Western Unitarian 
(‘onference will have true success in its work, not on accow 
of its having a certain watchword on its banners, but 
account of the sweetness, purity, charity and devoteds 
of its members. 
All self-constituted critics may well remember 
that has not the spirit of Christ is none of his.” 
Fraternally thine, 4 
C. K. GIBSON, — 


. a = 
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Toronto, Ont., May, °S4. ‘ 


POST OFFICE WORK. 


The following letter just received from our venerable 
Lawrence church, who still continues as a genial listener® 
and codjperator to Brother Howland, though written to us 
privately, is of so much interest to the growing number 
who believe in the possibility of this kind of missionary 
work, that we take the liberty to publish it in hopes that 
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others will be moved to lend a hand. Brother Brown has | disposed to attribute both to a penchant of the Journal's 
peculiar advantages to do this work, arising from a long! types to say startling and incredible things. It did not 
residence in Kansas and a widely known public career. As| seem to me possible that any one would be likely to accept 
will be seen in his letter he is a close discriminator and he} such a grotesque and unthinkable conception as that of 
carefully selects his material. He cannot use anything and | planets and suns having their motion through a medium 
everything. Who will help us furnish him with the right | “harder than steel.” But 1 see Mr. Stebbins and others 
thing, The “ Church Door Pulpit” and “ Unity Mission,” | have taken it in without a question. 

_ the material most. suited to his work, are not on a free basis.| Prof. Clark Maxwell deduces as the coefficient of the 
_ Six dollars will send him a dozen copies of the * Church-| rigidity of the ether, 842.8. The coefficient of the rigidity 
Door Pulpit’ regularly throughout the year. Two dollars | of steel according to the same authority is 800,000,000.,- 
' and a half will send him a hundred copies of any number| 000. That is to say steel is nine hundred and forty-nine 
_ of “Unity Mission.” We will be glad to help along any | million, two hundred and fourteen thousand, four hundred 
» good intentions in this direction. and forty-four times harder than the ether. The same 
| writer makes the density of the ether twelve quintillions 
LAWRENCE, May.20, 1884. times less than that of steel. (See new edition Encyclo- 


My Dear Brorner Jones:—I feel that | mav be | P&dia Brittannica, Vol. vin, p. 970.) He finds nothing any- 
able to work in the Christian fie/d two or three years longer, 'where so little dense as the ether except the attenuated 


eed IT know of nothing better to do than %& crculate here | 2tmosphere of the earth as it exists some millions of miles 
“ , ae . 


liberal Christian literature. I work entirely on my own 9.36x 10-5 or 1,068,498,000,000,000,000 less than that 
_ lines, am connected officially with no “Conference or Asso- | °! ge oe ee a 
- ciation,” yet [ solicit tracts and papers from every organi-— In the face \ as eerpe we Pe ane nem 
_ zation and individual willing to contribute material to carry | referred to in the sermon and ask, what « 'N ML Tee 
on my work. Iam so situated financially that I can dis-| sense Dar cca 
_ tribute gratis any papers, books or tracts that can be sent to. ge. | 
= me gratis—that is, [ can for the present, at least, pay from | THE DEDICATION AT BIG RAPIDS. 
_ my own resources all the “stamps’’ necessary to carry on my | 
work. Now if you can send me any number of tracts,such) Dear Uniry:—I wonder if all dedication services are 
| as are issued under the name of Unity “Church-Door Pul-| as delightful as was that at Big Rapids, Mich., on Sunday, 
~ pit,” I will place them in the hands of those where I think} May 18th. Even the “stranger within the gates” could not 
| they will do the most good. I should like such sermons as | resist the feeling of “ homeness” in the pretty new church, 
_ that of Mr. May's on * Vital Morality,” W. H. Savage’s on and those who had helped to build it looked as happy as 
_ “Aspiration ;" any of M. J. Savage's sermons; any of John) they ought to look on such an occasion. The church is a 
a ‘7 es ree ri of God, sermons published by J. neat, tasteful, modest structure, the best church building in 
_ Li. Jones; any of James Freeman Clarke's sermons or books, the place, and an ornament to the town. 
_ or anything that Mr. Sunderland has written. Some of the The dedication sermon was preached in the morning by 
| publications of the Unitarian Association I do not care for;| Rey. J. T. Sunderland, of Ann Arbor, his subject being 
_ others are of great excellence, and such I can get of the| “The Unities for which Unitarianism Stands,” and he found 
a You mee oo we Mt i need, and | a good many more of them than many who heard him, | 
what we Western people will read. If you have at your imagine, had even suspected there were. Revs. J. LI. 
dis anything which you would like to have me circulate aa of Chicago, nontaed Connor, of Kast Saginaw, and 
in Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, or other Western States | K, P. Gibbs, of Grand Haven, participated in the services ; 
_ or Territories, please send according to your means and dis- | also Rev. F. E. Kittredge, who as State Missionary has had 
cretion. It is time that we Unitarians should be up and at | much to do with the organization of the church and has felt 
_ work—ours is a glorious gospel and it is our great privilge | a deep interest in this building. In the evening a platform 
_ to preach it to all the world. The world is ready to re-| meeting was held and all the ministers preseat brought a 
| ceive it. word of greeting from their own churches and spoke words 


Yours very truly, of encouragement. Rev. Mr. Wales, of Biddeford, Me., 

Joun 8. Broww. who is to preach for a few Sundays in the new church, was 

— — present and made brief remarks. The best wishes of all 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? interested in the growth of the Liberal faith in Michigan 
will go with this new society. U. 


- “Splinters of light and chunks of darkness,” is the tell- Grand Rapids, Mich., May 25, 1884. 
» ing phrase in which Mr. Ingersoll used to ridicule the Ot eae Se 
ancient way of thinking about some things. Mr Savage's A CORRECTION, 

_ Easter sermon, noticed in thelast Unity, contains a state- 
“ment about the supposititious ether which recalls that saying 
Seer forcibly. This ether, pervading all space, is, we are 
_? 9 immensely a solid than steel. The eeorwpuneoon = ‘‘There are many who find warmth, rather than what our con- 
Tepeated with emphasis, “ harder and more clastic than steel. tributor, G. B Stebbins, calls chill:ness, in the suggestive ‘intim- 
In the Religio-Philosophical Journal, where I saw the| ations’ of immortality, to use Wordsworth’s apt term, that they 
sermon—the words are quoted from memory—the state-| do not find in the positve assertions of those who undertake to 
Ment appears as from the late Prof. Jevons. The state-| prove it.” 

nt and the quotation were alike amazing to me, andI was| I did not suggest any chilliness in such “intimations,”’ 


Editor Untry:—Allow me a briet word. In Unity of 
May 16 is the following: 


and‘ there, and everywhere, that I can find a reader our | @Way: His expression for the density of the ether is, . 
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They are greatly to be prized and are full of warmth ;—are | 
indeed deep proofs of immortality. I was addressing a lib- 
eral clergyman, not a Unitarian, who seems to have small 
faith either in his soul or his senses, and it was of As chilli- 
ness that I complained. 


Yours truly, 


(;. B. STEBBINS. 


Detroit, Mich.., aey mn 1884. 


Lhe Study Table. 
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All books noticed in this department, as a0 oll as new and stand- 
ard books of every description. may be obtained by addressing 
the Colegrove Book Co., 135 Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


STUDIES IN HISTORY.* 


Under this title are just published eleven essays selected 
by Henry Cabot Lodge from among those written by him- 
self at various times’ and on various subjects. The first 
essay, ‘The Puritans andthe Restoration,” is the only one 
that does not bear directly upon the history of the United 
States. The period which opened with the Long Parliament 
and closed with the death of the Protector is of great interest 
to the student, notwithstanding it is the most contemptible, 
politically and morally, in the whole history of the English 
race. Until within the last fifty years, the Puritan revolu- 
tion was called an unholy rebellion, Charles the I. was re- 
garded as a saint and Oliver Cromwell as the greatest of 
historical criminals. Through the efforts of impartial his- 
torians, the period of the Restoration has been stripped of 
the tradition that has gilded its vices and given to it virtues 
which it never possessed. Oliver Cromwell is now considered 
as the greatest soldier and statesman combined that England 
ever produced ; John Hampden is the finest representative of | ' 
the English gentleman, and John Pym one of the greatest, 
as he was one of the earliest, in the splendid line of "English 
parliamentary leaders. In this essay, Mr. Lodge presents 
not only a concise narration of the political history of the 
period, but also an adequate account of the literary activity 
which gave to the world two of the most splendid works in 
the whole range of English literature—* Pilgrim's Prog- 
ress” and “Paradise Lost.” The three following essays 
deal successively with Samuel Sewall, whom he calls "A 
Puritan Pepys ;” with the early days of Fox, the first of 
modern English statesmen ; and with the remarkable career 
of William Cobbett, the champion of the masses against 
the aristocracy. A large part of Cobbett’s education was 
in the training of eye and ear, of hand and body, which an 
active country life alone affords. It was a bringing up to 
which he always looked back with pride and gratitude, and 
he tells its story in a blunt, denunciatory, egotistic fashion 
so characteristic of himself that it merits quotation. Late 
in life, speaking of a sand-hill in the neighborhood of his 
home, down the steep sides of which he and his brothers 
were wont to roll, he says: ‘This was the spot where Il 
received my education, and this was the sort of education. 
lam perfectly satisfied that if I had not received such an 
education, or something very much like it,—that if I had 
been brought up a milksop, with a nursery maid everlasting- 
ly at my heels—I should have been at this day as great a 


*Strupres in History. By Henry Cabot Lodge. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin 


‘fool, as inefficient a mortal, as any of those frivolous idiots 
that are turned out from Winchester and Westminster School, — 
or from any of those dens of dunces called colleges and uni- 
versities. It is impossible to say how much I owe to that — 
sand-hill; and I want to return it my thanks for the ability: 
which it probably gave me to be one of the greatest terrors ~ 
to one of the greatest and most powerful bodies of knaves — 4 
and fools that. ev ever were permitted to afflict this or any — 
other country.” 

The five essays next following relate to certain Federalist _ 
leaders and their contemporaries, and form a closely connect- — 
ed series of biographical studies in the history of that fa. 
mous party. Two of these, “Alexander Hamilton” and — 
‘‘Daniel Webster,” Mr. Lod ge afterwards elaborated into — 
biographies which take high aly in the “ American States. 
man” series. Of the two remaining essays, “Colonialism 
in the United States” and “French Opinions of America,” “a 
the former is by all odds the gem of the volume. In this ~ 
essay, he hits the key-note of the vitality and force of the — 
ideas, the opinions, even the prejudices of the men of the ~ : 
early Colonial period ; he then traces the changes that were ~ 
rung upon it during the Constitutional period, showing that ~ 
though Washington Irving broke through the narrow tram- 4 
mels of colonialism himself, the colonial spirit hung just ag — 
heavily upon the feeble literature about him. Cooper is the : 
first representative of genuine American literature; and as — 4 
soon as American authors had shaken themselves clear from 
the influences of the colonial spirit, the onward march to- 
wards intellectual independence was rapid. He givesan © 
interesting sketch of the progress of American literature ta” * 
the present time, when we afe ready to think for ourselves. — 
D. H. 


D. Lothrop & Co's. Young Folks’ Library, of which — > 
we have received the first number, is a monthly issue in 
good type and strong manilla covers of some work of = “ 

“juvenile literature.” The first number* does not 
us to retract our oft-expressed opinion of this class of 
reading matter. “Pansy” is a writer whose saving qual- ” =, 
ity is a deep and pervasive moral earnestness ; and this © 
quality does prevent the story of a converted gamin who — 
grows up to be a clerk in a dry goods store and later am 
orthodox clergyman, from being ridiculous. But the serious 
fault of the book is that it holds up a standard of morellall 
which is at times superficial—almost pharisaical, and the ~ 
danger is that many a bright boy, who detests the false notes — 
in such books as this, will be led to rebel against proper 


religious training. 
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Books received and awaiting review : 


ABOVE THE Grave of John Odenswurge, a Cosmopolite. By J. 
Dunbar Hylton, M.D. New York: Howard Challen, 744 ~ 
Broadway. 1884. Svo, pp. 148. . 

Tue O_p Sourn Councit for the Installation of the Rev. George ‘= 
A. Gordon. Boston: Cupples, Upham & Co. 1884. Pam- — 
phlet, pp. 49. 26 cents. ie 

Livina FOUNTAIN, & oe of Sunday School songs. ByS.W. © 
Straub. Chicago: S. W. Straub. 1884. pp. 192. Price, ~ 
35 cents. ) 

ANTI-SLAVERY Days. New York: ~ 

Boston: | 

$1.25. . 

Hough- 


By James Freeman Clarke. 
R. Worthington. 1884. 12mo, pp. 224. 

Ar Home rn Iraty. By Mrs. E. D. R. Branci.rdi. 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1884. 16mo, pp. 300. 
GOVERNMENT Revenue. By bLilis H. Roberts. Boston: 

ton, Mifflin & Co. 1884. 12mo, pp. 389. $1.50. 


*Tip Lewis. By Pansy. Being No.1 of the Foung Folks 


& Co, 1884, pp. 400, Price $1.50, 


monthly. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. 1884, 16mo, paper, pp. 
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_ that which Miss Bailey told us about the poor children of 


- long account of all this. 
_ the two kinds of life, how they live in the city and how 
in the country. 
_ as Boston, and we have not the near and beautiful farm | 
_ homes there are around Boston, but there are plenty of 
_ ehildren here whose lives we wish could be gladdened and 


renewed by similar visits into the country homes. 


Little Unity. 


CHILDREN’S COUNTRY WEEK. 


A. 


Tuesday morning the talk at the Women’s meeting of the 
Conference was about the children and how we could best 


women. The part of this which you will best understand was 


Boston, who are taken out into the country for a week or two 


_ every summer and allowed the beautiful freedom of field, 


woods and farm life. You have read something about this 
before, here and elsewhere, and remember perhaps that there 
are societies of men and women who make it their business 
to attend to the arrangements for this good work during 
the warm weather. Miss Bailey is Seeretary for the Bos- 
ton Society and knows how they doit there, and what an 
amount of good it does the children. They begun by send- 


. . . 
help them to grow into active, self-helpful, happy men and | 


ing only the feeble or sick children who needed most to get 
out of the crowded city alleys into the broad space and pure 


- air of the country, but as they go on, more places are found, 


better arrangements can be made, and so more children sent. 
Some one takes charge of a number at a time and they are 


= put aboard the cars to ride to the town where the week is 


to be spent, and where they are taken right into the busy 


_ life, indoors and out, of the farm houses in which they stay. 


> They have their happy hours of freedom and play each day 


and their happy hours of work when the boys help the 
farmer and the girls help the farmer’s wife. Each learns 


something of the charm which lies in clean orderly living, | 
and thoroughness of work, carrying back to the poor little 
_ homes in the city better habits and better health with their | 
| happy rememberance of the visit, of the kind hearts under 


whose influence they have been, and the hope of another 
good time next summer for all those who have been willing 


| to obey and make good use of their work and play times. 


In the May number of the Dayspring you will find a 
There are pictures, too, comparing 


Chicago is not so crowded and pent-up yet 


A SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETING OF THE CON- 
FERENCE. 


There was no children’s Sunday afternoon service during 
the Unitarian meetings this year, because there was no Sun- 
day. The Conference begun and ended between Sundays, from 
Tuesday morning to Friday noon. But Wednesday even- 
ing there was a meeting in which the children joined. 
was held at Mr. Blake’s church and was a musical evening 
consisting of parts here and there of the Easter, Flower, 


_ Christmas and Harvest services which you have used in your 


Sunday Schools. Mr. Blake is the one who has arranged 
nearly all these services for Sunday School, which most of 
ou are familiar with, and Prof. Allen of Ithaca, N. Y., said 
had never found anything of the kind so good as these 


4 are; he thought it seemed to bring the minister and scholars 
_ hearer together to go through the reading and music of these 
' services together Sunday after Sunday. Then Miss Beals 


“Sid 
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from St. Paul told us what they had done with some of the 
hard places in the special services, at their School, and the 
children of Mr. Blake’s school with some of the grown folks 
sung parts from the new book called Uniry FEsTIvALs, to 
show certain places that Miss Beals spoke of. You would 
understand these services better if you had been there and 
heard them sung and what she said about them. But you 
can read what she said in one of the coming numbers of 
Unity and you can supply the music part for yourselves in 


.| your own home and school. 


SHOWERS AND FLOWERS. 


Down the little drops patter, 
Making musical clatter, 
Out of the clouds they throng ; 
Freshness of heaven they scatter 
Little dark rootlets among. 
“ Coming to visit you Posies! 
Open your heart to us Roses |" 
That is the rain-drop’s song. 


Up the little seed rises, 
Buds of all color and sizes, 
Clamber up out of the ground ; 
Gently the blue sky surprises 
The earth with that soft rushing sound. 
‘“ Welcome,” the brown bees are humming ; 
“Come! for we wait for your coming, ’ 
Whisper the wild flowers around. 


‘Shower, it is pleasant to hear you !" 
‘“ Flower, it is sweet to be near you !” 

This is the song everywhere. 
Listen! the music will cheer you, 
_ Rain-drops and blossoms so fatr. 
Gladly our meeting together, 
Out in the beautiful weather, 

Oh! the sweet song in the air! 

Incy Larcom in St. Nicholas. 


THE STAR AND THE WATER-LILY. 


Sometimes one wonders if Indian babies always look out 
into the world with the same steadfast seriousness and the 
same wide-open, ps das eyes that they have in pic- 
tures. Do you suppose they ever cry? Indian boys and 
girls are not so different from our own boys and girls cer- 
tainly. They like stories just as well too. This story is 
one that an old Indian chieftain told to please a crowd of 
boys and girls, who came to visit him in his wigwam. 

Once upon a time all the world was happy. No one was 
poor or sick and no one was ever angry or cruel or bad. 
The flowers bloomed always and the trees were always laden 
with delicious fruit. All animals and birds were tame and 
children could play with them. That was before the white 
man came to America. In the evening the people loved to. 
watch the stars. One night they saw a star that shone 
brighter than all the rest, far away to the south. For many 
nights they watched it and it seemed to come nearer and 
nearer until it was only a short distance away. They did 
not know what to think of it. Some were afraid, but others 
felt sure it would bring blessing to the tribes. After another 
moon a young warrior hada dream. The star seemed to 
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come to him, saying she had left her dear sisters in heaven 
to live among the happy people on earth, and bring them a 
gift. She asked the young warior what form she should 
take, that the little children should love her. In the morn- 
ing he told the chiefs of his dream, and after a general coun- 
cil five tall, noble-looking braves were sent to welcome the 
bright stranger to earth. It was told to choose a place 
itself and it did so. At first it dwelt in the white rose of 
the mountain, but there it was so hidden that it could not 
be seen. It went to the prairie, but there it feared the 
hoof of the buffalo. Then it sought the cliff, but there the 
children, whom it loved most, could not see it. At last 
it alighted on the waters of the lake, where it had seen 
itself reflected. The next morning thousands of white 
flowers were seen on the surface of the lakes, and thus was 
born the water-lily. This star came from the southern 
skies. Her brothers can be seen far off in the cold north 
hunting the Great Bear, and her sisters watch her from the 
east and the west. Then the old chieftain said, “ Children, 
when you see the lily on the waters, take it in your hands 
and hold it to the skies, that it may be happy on earth, as 
its two sisters, the morning and evening stars, are happy in 
heaven.” 
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PERCY’S PERIL. 


“ You don't dare to take a sail in that tub,” said Jim, one 
of three boys standing beside a mill-pond. “ Yes, | dare,’ 
returned Percy; “‘ but a tub isn’t made to sail in—isn’t a 
boat.’ ‘“ No, you don't dare set your foot in the tub,” said 
Ned. ‘“ What a coward!” cried Ned and Jim together. 
‘You don’t dare! Mother's baby knows he don’t dare !” 
Percy could not bear that. It-is a pity he did not say to 
those rough boys, ‘‘ [ will not be ‘ dared’ into doing wrong ;”’ 
but rather than be laughed at, he clambered into the tub at 
the water's edge. He did not try to get out when Jim and 
Ned pushed the tub from shore. He meant to show how 
daring he was. The tub turned partly around, rocked for 
a moment, then the current drew it further out and down 
toward the mill-dam. Even Jim and Ned were scared when 
they saw what they had done. One wrong step led to 
another. The boys who had called Percy a coward were 
too cowardly to give an alarm. Afraid of being blamed 
they ran away as fast as they could. They told each other 
hever, as long as they lived, to tell how little Percy was 
drowned. Percy had the courage to sit still, else the tub 
would have tipped over at once. He cried for help, but the 
noise of the falls was ten times louder than a child’s voice. 
He was nearing the mill-dam. Swifter and swifter the 
water bore him toward it. How he wished he had dared 
todo nght. O, if he could only but say good-bye to his 
mother! 

The miller looked out of his window. He saw the tub 
and the child in it, sailing fast to his death. An instant 
more, and there was no miller in the mill to pick up the bag 
that was spilling its grain on the floor. Down the bank 
and into his boat leaped the man. He struck the oars into 
the water, rowing fast and strong. Would he be able to 
save the boy? Loud shouts were heard now. Others had 
discovered the danger. Half the village was running to- 
ward the river. Some shouted to cheer the only man who 
could possibly do any good—* Hurrah, you'll have him yet! 
Now for it! good! Hurrah! Hurrah!” But it appeared 
more likely that boat and all would be hurled over the falls 
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than the boy would be saved. Suddenly a glad shout arose. 
The tub did indeed go over the dam, but it was empty. 
Almost at the edge the boy had been snatched from it into 
the boat, and the oars were bending again with their hard 
labor. It was all that the man could do to get the boat 
outside that fatal sweep of the waters. Everybody said it 
was a narrow escape. Little Percy's face, when they gave 
him to his weeping mother, was nearly as white as the foam 
at the foot of the falls. He had learned a lesson he would 
never forget. What was it?— Boston Watchman. 


THE VALUE OF MANNER... 


We have heard it said that you can do everything, how- 
ever unpleasant it may be to those around you, if you only 
do it in the right way; and the instance given to prove the 
truth of this assertion is taken from humble life. A cat walks 
daintily into a room on a cold winter's day, and with a benign 
glace at the company and a melodious purring sound she 
walks leisurely round, selects for herself the warmest place 
in the room—perhaps the only warm place, right in front 
of the fire—curls herself up and goes serenely to sleep, 
secure that no one will be so unreasonable as to question 
her right to sleep wherever inclination prompts her to do so. 
No one calls it selfish, no one is annoyed, because she has 
done it so prettily and gracefully. Indeed, all experience 
an access of warmth and comfort in themselves from behold- 
ing pussy’s blissful repose. Now, imagine the samething done 
in a different way, and by a less self-possessed individual. If 
it were done hurriedly, or noisily, or clumsily, or diffiidently, 
even, or in any way obtrusively, what a storm of indignation 
it would excite in the bosoms of all beholders! How thought- 
less, how inconsiderate, how selfish! No, it must be done as 
the cat does it, without a sound or a gesture to provoke 
criticism, or it must not be done at all_— London Spectator. 
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DANDELIONS. 


Upon a showery night and still, 
Without a sound of warning, 

A trooper band surprised the hill, 
And held it in the morning. 

We were not wakened by bugle-notes, 
No cheer our dreams invaded ; ~ 

And yet, at dawn, their yellow coats 
On the green slopes paraded. 


We careless folk the deed forgot ; 

Till one day, idly walking, 
We marked upon the self-same spot 

A crowd of veterans talking. 
They shook their trembling heads and gray 
_ With pride and noiseless laughter ; 
When, well-a-day! they blew away, 

And ne’er were heard of after ! 

—H. G. Cone, in St. Nicholas. 


In matters of conscience, first thoughts are the best; m 
matters of prudence, last thoughts. 


“Would you know the value of money, go and borrow 
some.— Proverb. 


You cannot kill time without injuring eternity. 
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Notes from the Field. 


REMOVAL —Rev. F. E. Kittredge, 
the State Missionary of Michigan, has 
removed his headquarters from: Muske- 
~ gon to Quincy, Mich., where he is to be 
fe hereafter addressed. 


Denver, Co..—Mr. F. A. Hinkley, 
of Providence, passed through Chicago 
on the 29th ult. on his way to the above 
_ named city, where he intends to remain 
’ for two or three weeks. 


4 


‘THe Paciric Coast.—Brother C. W. 
_ Wendte, of Newport, passed through our 
- office the other day on his return from 
his two months vacation trip on the Pa- 
 eifie Coast, where he preached twelve 
- times, visiting our parishes at Los Ange- 
. les, Santa Barbara, San Francisco, Port- 
land, and other points. He was especi- 
4 ally emphatic over the good work done 
at Portland, and alive to the need of an 
| F earnest missionary for that great country 
’ beyond the mountains. 


SALEM, Mass.—A correspondent kind- 
2 sends us a set of the programmes of a 
_geries of five musical services held in this 

during the winter at the several 
ral churches, which show an earnest 
effort to enlist the higher’ musical art in 


_ the soul, religious ‘worship and duty. 
— Our correspondent tells us that the assist- 
ance of musical people connected with 
~ the orthodox societies was cordially given, 
- and that the audiences were sprinkled 
almost as liberally with the orthodox as 


/ notes of interest: 


_ the service of the highest experiences of 


right, and we think he is, in saying that 
“to the rising generation, sectarian di- 
visions have but little practical meaning, 

to music and her twin sister poetry 
must be given a large part of the credit. 
It is hard to set bigotry to a tune, and 
dogmas do not flow readily into meter. 


New ENGLAND UNITARIAN GROVE 
M EETING.—A little fellow, playing steigh- 
ride near his father’s study door heard 
him dictating a sermon, called to his sis- 
ter “Come here quick! you can sleigh- 
ride and church too.” Just so at Wiers. 
You have all the religious and mental 
quickening of arousing Unitarian Con- 


ference with the delights of a summer 
resort, mountain scenery, woods and lake 
breezes. There is a charming social, in- 
tellectual and devotional atmosphere about 
these meetings that one carries away to 
gladden and brighten future struggles. 
We most heartily commend them to our 
friends. ‘The seventh annual meeting 
will be held at Wiers, Lake Winnipisio- 
gee, N. H., July 27 to August 3. Board 
can be obtained at from $5 per week up- 
ward, or you can rent a cottage and play 
house-keep. For further particulars ad- 
dress James B. Morrison, Sec’y, Lan- 
caster, N. H. 


ABERDEEN, Dakota.—Revy. A. A. 
Roberts, who has recently fixed his mis- 
sionary headquarters at this place, whither 
he has moved and set up his household 
goods, is getting fairly at work. Froma 
private—letter we extract the following 
* At Aberdeen I have 
preached three times to attentive, though 
not large audiences. At Columbia, a 
beautifully located town on the James 
River, | found several Unitarians and a 
strong desire on the part of a few for a 
society. On the shelves of a small law 
office | found a fine beginning for a pub- 
lic library, tendered by one of the town- 
site company, but declined on behalf of 
the public by the deacons and bigots of 
the churches of the place. Among the 
books were the writings of Chadwick, 
Savage, Alger, Weiss, Fiske, Spencer, 
Darwin, Haeckel, Paine, Voltaire, e¢ ad. 
At Redfield the attendance upon our 
morning service was remarkable for char- 
acter if not for numbers. [ have inyi- 
tations to speak at Ashton, and an en- 
gagement at Lroquis, made through Karl 
Gurner, an attorney, who once was in 
jthe liberal ministry himself, and who 
thinks he delivered the first liberal 
Christian sermon in the Territory. So 
you see [ am in danger of having more 
calls than I can attend to unless [ stop 
making my announcements in the paper. 


_ the heterodox. If our correspondent is 


Had we the missionary men and money 
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that the Trinitarian bodies have, we 
might locate our claims in the frontier 
with them much more advantageously 
now than at a later date. 


-Bia Rapips, Micu.—On the 18th ult. 


a new Unitarian Church was dedicated 


at this place under unique and refreshing 
circumstances. It was exceptional in the 
fact that here was a circle of Liberal 
friends who actually carried out the con- 
ventional advice to young men about 
marriage, by procuring the « cage before 
securing the bird. The church is built 
and practically paid for without ever hav- 
ing had regular services in the place, 
indeed having had but few services of 
any kind. The church is a marvel of 
beauty and completeness, considering the 
price. [t is seated with 200 opera chairs, 
furnished with diminutive parlor and 
dining-room, (which, when the doors are 
withdrawn, serve as vestibule and gallery, ) 
is carpeted throughout, has a furnace and 
a pretty little new pipe organ from the 
Detroit factory, all for a cost of about 
$4.500. The dedication services were 
hoth impressive and hearty. In the 
morning J. T. Sunderland, of Ann Ar- 
bor, preached the Dedication Sermon, 
taking for his theme the central thought 
of the Unitarian movement which he 
found in the word “Unity.” In the 
evening the platform meeting was pre- 
sided over by Mr. Kittredge and ad- 
dresses were made by Rey. E. P. Gibbs, 


of Grand Haven, Rowland Connor, of 
Kast Saginaw, a A. Wales, of 
Biddeford. Me.. Udell, who, with 


his good wife edie vreetings from 
the Grand Rapids movement, Mr. Sun- 
derland and the editor of Unity. Mr. 
Kittredge deserves much credit for the 
way in which he has managed this affair. 
The best part of it all is probably the 
arranging of Henry A. Wales. of Bidde- 
ford, Maine, to be on the ground ready 
to begin his work, with every indication 
that the introduction will prove favora- 
ble to both, and that he will remain to carry 
on the work. It ought to be added that 
the architect of the building was an ama- 
teur, a dentist in the city. Perhaps had 


he been a professional, the building 
would have cost more money. Although 


it is risky business to trust to amateurs 
for building plans, in this case the issue 
was successful. 3 


OUND) VOLU MES OF UNITY FOR THE YEAR 
ending Feb. 16, 1884, will be ready soon, and ad- 
vance orders are solicited. Price in sheep back and 
cloth sides, $2.00, The 24 numbers with index ready 
for binding, can be supplied at $1.50. A few complete 
sets of Unity from the beginning in substantial 
binding may be had at only $10.00 each, if ordered at 
once, An index to the last volume is now ready, and 


will be sent free to any subscriber upon request, 
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Announcements. 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


The next session of the Michigan 
Unitarian Conference will be held in 
Grand Haven, June 10th and 11th. 
The opening sermon is to be preached 
(Tuesday evening, June 10th,) by Rev. 
Henry Powers, of Grand Rapids. 


IOWA ASSOCIATION, 


The annual meeting and Summer Con- 
ference of the Iowa Unitarian Associa- 
tion will be held at Humboldt, Lowa, 
beginning Thursday evening, June 19, 
and closing with Sunday, June 22d. An 
excellent programme is being . prepared, 
including the names of Messrs. Jones, 
Janson, Simmons, Clute, Hunting, Mrs. 
Wilkes, and others. 

Cordial hospitality is offered to all 
friends who can arrange to attend these 
meetings. 


C. T. Coie, Sec’y. 


THE NEXT NATIONAL CONFER- 
ENCE. 


The next biennial session of the Na- 
tional Conference of Unitarian and other 
Christian Churches will be held at Sara- 
toga, N. Y., beginning on Monday even- 
ing, September 22, with a religious ser- 
vice in the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the sermon to be preached by 
Rev. Horatio Stebbins, of San Francisco. 

There will be morning sessions on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, devoted as usual to the hearing 
of reports and the discussion of import- 
ant moral, religious, and social questions. 

The afternoons of these. days will be 
left free for meetings of committees, for 
rest and social recreation. 

The evenings will be occupied, as usual, 


by public meetings in the church,} 


closing on Friday evening with a relig- 
1ous service, to be conducted by Rev. Dr. 
George W. Briggs, of Cambridge. At 
the conclusion of this service there will 
be the usual social farewell meeting in 
the parlors of the United States Hotel. 

The arrangement of the details of the 
meetings will be announced, when fully 
perfected. Churches intending to be 
formally represented at the Conference 
are urgently advised by the Council to 
choose their delegates now, before the 
summer scattering of our congregations 
begins, and not to accept charity in the 


prefer them, the company will at once 
a number of handsome cottages having 
rooms each, and two elegant villas containi 
sixteen rooms each, and so arranged that ene 


A chosen by them for this responsi- 
ble service, but themselves to provide 
formally in advance of the meeting for 
the full payment of these necessary ex- 


Z 


penses of their official representatives. 
ference, the delegates from the churches 
will have special seats assigned to them) 


possible will be done to magnify in the | 


tached by the Council to the office of 
delegate. | 
The address of the General Secretary 


dressed, will be until June first, 12 West 
Cedar Street, Boston. After that date, 
Walpole, N. H. 
For the Council, 
Russe.. N. BELLows, 
(fen. Sec’ y. 


THE PUEBLO PROPHECY. 


was burned down in January, will be pleased 
to learn that the architects are now at work | 
on the plans for the new building. The man- 
agement of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa. 
Fe Railroad have decided to re-build in a. 
different style of architecture, and on a 
grander and more magnificent scale than be- 
fore. The ‘‘late lamented Montezuma’’ was 
burned at mid-day, and no one was injured, 
but in order to avoid any possibilities of so 
sericus a character in the future, it has been 


fire-proof. The material will be the beautiful 
red and white granite which forms the pic- 


abundant at the Springs. The new ‘ Mon- 
tezuma’’ will be situated on what is locally 
known as Reservoir Hill—a slight elevation 
north of the plaza. The front will command 
a magnificent view of the Gallinas canon, 
and those who have visited the Springs will 
know that the change in location will be no 
small improvement. Encouraged by the 
flattering patronage of the past season, no 
cost will be spared to more than maintain the 
well-won reputation of the ‘‘ Montezuma’”’ as 
the best inn between the Missouri and the 
Pacific. The new building will be a verita- 
ble palace, and thoroughly complete in all its 
dppointments. Everything that contributed 
to the comfort and pleasure of the guests 
will be retained and many improvements will 
be made. Elegant and complete accommoda- 
tions for 300 guests will be provided. The 
house will be surrounded with verandas and 
furnished with the host of modern inventions 
which minister to the comfort of pleasure 
seekers at all our popular watering places. 
The bath houses were not burned, and their 
equipment is still complete. Invalids will 
still receive the same kindly care, and will 
have every facility for enjoying the baths. 
The wonderful healing properties of the Hot 
Springs are too well known to need even 
mention in this connection. 


form of traveling expenses from the  del- 
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In order to meet the wants of those who 


villa can be divided into two of eight 
They will be provided with every cor 
During the next session of the Con- | ience, except in the matter of cooking, 


occupants being expected to 

meals at the hotels. The cottages ai ] 
, . | willadd much to the attractiveness of 
for all business sessions, and everything | Hot Springs. 4 


eyes of the churches the importance at-| pancy, pleasant accommodations for © 
guests will be found at the Hot Springs Hot 
a neat three-story building, which has alw; 
received its quota of tourists. There is 
. _need to enlarge on the beautiful scene 
of the Conference, to whom all business | magnificent climate to be found 
or other communications should be ad-| Vegas. A host of pleasant and intellige 
people, including, by the way, Senators 
munds and Logan and their families, 
escaped from the dreariness of the a 
Eastern watering place and were ente 
atthe Hot Springs last summer, have 7 
failed to spread its praises far and 
Various 
grounds, to add to the beauty and 
ness of the place, are contemplated, so 


' notwithstanding the magnificent Monte: 
[From the Kansas City Daily Journal, Feb. 24,'84.) is in ashes, Las Vegas Hot Springs will 
Former visitors at ‘‘The Montezuma,’ the | to its reputation as a health resort, am 


famous Las Vegas Hot Springs Hotel, which | charming half-way resting place onthe§& 


_** Montezuma’”’ shall return. 


decided to make the new hotel absolutely | 


turesque bluffs of the Gallinas, and is 80 | 


o 
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Until the new buildings are ready for oc . 


~ 


other improvements about h 


" 


Fe route to California and Mexico. 5 
The ‘‘ Pueblo prophecy’’ shall be fulfil 
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BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS 


A full line of Liberal ‘and Standa 
Books constantly on hand. Liberal di 
counts to every one from publisher 
prices. be 
Suplementary Catalogue, containin 
prices of the principal books publishi 
during the last two years, will be maik 
to any address on application. 3 

Orders sent by mail will recet 
prompt and careful attention. - We w 
dertake to supply 


ANY BOOK IN PRINT 


on the shortest notice and at the low 
price . 
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UNITY, Vol. XIII. 


FOR 


llowship and Character 
in Religion. 


= Freedom, Fe 


“With the first of March Unrry enters upon its 


Seventh Year. 


Its aims will remain unchanged except so far asits 
rposes have been intensified and deepened by its 


ax years experience. 
' The management will remain in the hands of the 


_* 


< 
) infant steps thus far. 

~ During the last year our publishers, through the 
-@ffective work of Mr. Chas. H. Kerr, our Business 


© Editorial Committee that has directed its | the dust off like lightning and wouldn't re- 


jocoseria. 


“Suppose that we part (work done comes play) 
With”— 


> 


‘* How old are you, my little man?’’ asked 
a gentleman of a youngster of three years, 
to whom he was being introduced. ‘I’m not 
old,’’ replied the little man; ‘‘I’m almost 


>) 


new. 


According to natural history, the giraffe 
has a tongue seventeen inches long This 
only shows how valuable a giraffe might be> 
for cleaning windows, because he could lick 


quire a step-ladder.—Humorous Column in 
The Women's Journal. 
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»practical affairs of our little paper. 

- The number of those who speak through Unity 

)eolumns as editorial or occasional contributors, has 

also increased. 

z Asan indication of our prospective force we can 

>) no better than to offer a partial list of those who 

7 wring the last year have lent willing hands and 
whose help and that of our subscribers we 

to continue in nursing our infant into a 

s useful maturity. 


CONTRIBUTORS. 
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Agent, have been enabled greatly to improve the | 


Mr. Heber Newton expresses the opinion 
that the story of Joseph and his brethren is 
only an ancient drama. The tradition that 
Joseph was put into the pit by bis brethren 
because there was no room for him in the 
family circle, would seem to bear out Mr. 
Newton's opinion.— Boston Transcript. 


——— 
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Even clergymen cannot always hope to 
meet with the courtesy that draws the line 
at sharp rejoinders. ‘‘If you can’t keep 
awake,”’ said a parson to one of his hearers, 
‘‘when you feel drowsy, why don’t you take 
a pinch of snuff?’’ ‘I think,’ was the 
shrewd reply, ‘‘the snuff should be put into. 
the sermon.’’ 


‘““\ New York woman advertised for a gov- | 
erness for her children‘who will be like-| 
minded with Christ and take her meals in | 
the kitchen.” There is a good deal of that | 
kind of Christianity in New York.’’ Sosays | 
one of our city dailies, but it does not add, 
as it might with truth, that far too many of 
that lady’s cousins are found here in Chicago. 


_ - ——— 


_ *Cuffee, what do you tink de mose useful | 
ob de planets, de sun, or de moon?’”’ | 

‘*Well, Sambo, I tink de moon orter take 
de fust rank in dat ar tickler.’’ 

‘‘Why do you tink so, Cuffee?’’ 

‘“Well, I tell yeu. Kase she shines by 
night when we want light, and de8un shines 
by day, when we don’t.” 

Mr. Spurgeon hits the mark in the follow- 
ing:—‘‘ A cotemporary says: ‘A French- 
man is teaching a donkey totalk.’ What we 
we want in this country is a man who 
will teach donkeys not talk.’ This is 
unvarnished truth. The need is conspicu- 
ously seen in the House of Commons, but it 
is felt in a measure in all other houses. The 
art of holding the tongue deserves to be 
placed at the head of all acquirements. At 
a public meeting how deliciously the bretbren 
speak when they are short! Their tones 
grow more and more melodious as they near 
the close, and their last sentences are sweet 
beyond compare. Let them hurry on, and 
let us have those last words, which are their 
bést words. Blessed is he who knows when 
to leave off! More blessed is he who never 
begins to talk till he has something to say! 
More blessed is he who does not speak at all, 
because the time is far spent, and the friends 
are quite as tired as they need be.’’—C hris- 


RAILROAD IN THE WORLD. 


» 


Let it be forever remembored that the 


Chicago & North-Western 


RAILWAY 


Is the best and shortest route to and from Chicago 


and Council Bluffs (Omaha),and that it is preferred 


noted hunting and fishin 


by all well posted travelers when passing to or from 


CALIFORNIA AND COLORADO. 


It also operates the best route and the short line 
between 


Chicago and St, Paul and Minneapolis, 


Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison, Fort Howard 
(Green Bay), Wis., Winona, Owatonna, Mankato, 
Minn., Cedar Rapids, Des Moines, Webster City, Al- 
gona, Clinton, Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, 
Rockford, lll , are amongst the 8U0 local stations on 
its lines. 

Among a few of the numerous points of superiority 


enjoyed by the patrons of this road, are its DAY 
"COACHES, which are the finest that human art and 


ingenuity can create; its PALATIAL SLEEPING 
CARS, which are models of comfort and elegance; 
its PALACE DRAWING ROOM CARS, which are 


unsurpassed by any ; and its widely celebrated 


NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS, 


the like of which are not run by any other road any- 
where It short, it is asserted that it is the Best 
Equipped Road in the World. ; 

All points of interest North, Northwest and West 
of Chicago, business centres, summer resorts and 
grounds are accessible by 
the various branches of this road, 

It owns and controls over 5,000 miles of road and 
has over four hundred passenger conductors constant- 
ly caring for its millions of patrons. 

Ask your ticketagent for tickets via this route, AND 
TAKE NONE OTHER. All leading ticket agents sell 
them. It costs no more to travel on this route, that 
gives first-class accommodations, than it does to go 
by the poorly equipped roads. 

For maps, descriptive circulars and summer resort 
papers, or other information not obtainable at your 
local ticket office, write to the 


GEN’L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. R’Y, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


THE CONFERENCE SERMON 


Has been issued in tract form as No. 4 of 
Unity Church-Door Pulpit, and may be 
ordered from Unity Office. 


5 cents 
$2.50 


| Silk, 


Single Copies (post-paid) - - 


Corticelli Spoo 


A Sewing Silk 
Made. 


Every Spoo! 
Warranted. 


Full Length, Smooth and Strong. 


tian Life. 


Ask your Storekeeper for CORTICELLI Silk. 


